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Introduction
This draft standard is based on international discussions in which the UK has taken an active part. Your comments
on this draft are invited and will assist in the preparation of the consequent standard. Comments submitted will be
reviewed by the relevant BSI committee before sending the consensus UK vote and comments to the international
secretariat, which will then decide appropriate action on the draft and the comments received. 

If the international standard is approved, it is possible the text will be published as an identical British Standard.

UK Vote
Please indicate whether you consider the UK should submit a negative (with reasons) or positive vote on this draft.

   EXAMPLE ONLY

Microsoft and MS-DOS are registered trademarks, and Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

Submission of Comments
- The guidance given below is intended to ensure that all comments receive efficient and appropriate attention by the

responsible BSI committee.  Annotated drafts are not acceptable and will be rejected.

- All comments must be submitted, preferably electronically, to the Responsible Committee Secretary at the address
given on the front cover.  Comments should be compatible with version 6.0 or version 97 of Microsoft Word for
Windows, if possible; otherwise comments in ASCII text format are acceptable.  Any comments not submitted
electronically should still adhere to these format requirements.

- All comments submitted should be presented as given in the example below.  Further information on submitting
comments and how to obtain a blank electronic version of a comment form are available from the BSI website at:
http://drafts.bsigroup.com/

Template for comments and secretariat observations Date: xx/xx/20xx Document: ISO/DIS xxxx

1 2 (3) 4 5 (6) (7)
MB Clause No./ Subclause

No./Annex

(e.g. 3.1)

Paragraph/

Figure/

Table/Note

Type of com-

ment

Commend (justification for change) by

the MB

Proposed change by the MB Secretariat observations on each

comment submitted

3.1 Definition 1 ed Definition is ambiguous and needs

clarifying.

Amend to read '...so that the mains

connector to which no connection...'

6.4 Paragraph 2 te The use of the UV photometer as an

alternative cannot be supported as

serious problems have been encountered in

its use in the UK.

Delete reference to UV photometer.
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In accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1, 2011, clause A.5, this draft Guide is submitted to the ISO 
member bodies for approval by the date shown above. 

WARNING — THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT AN ISO GUIDE. IT IS DISTRIBUTED FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT. IT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 
NOTICE AND MAY NOT BE REFERRED TO AS A GUIDE. 

RECIPIENTS OF THIS DRAFT ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT, WITH THEIR COMMENTS, NOTIFICATION OF ANY RELEVANT PATENT RIGHTS OF WHICH 
THEY ARE AWARE AND TO PROVIDE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION. 

IN ADDITION TO THEIR EVALUATION AS BEING ACCEPTABLE FOR INDUSTRIAL, TECHNOLOGICAL, COMMERCIAL AND USER PURPOSES, 
DRAFT GUIDES MAY ON OCCASION HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE LIGHT OF THEIR POTENTIAL TO BECOME DOCUMENTS TO WHICH 
REFERENCE MAY BE MADE IN NATIONAL REGULATIONS. 
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Foreword  

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies  
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO  
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been  
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and  
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the  
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.  

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.  

Draft Guides adopted by the responsible Committee or Group are circulated to the member bodies for voting.  
Publication as a Guide requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.  

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent  
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.  

ISO Guide 82 was prepared by the ISO Technical Management Board Sustainability Drafting Group.  

-1
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Introduction 

Sustainability is the goal of sustainable development. It refers to the state of the global system in which the 
needs of the present are met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 
The concept of sustinability is continually evolving. Achieving a balance between environmental, social and 
economic systems is considered essential for achieving sustainability. The achievement of sustainability is 
now recognized as one of the most important considerations in every human endeavour and activity. 

Often the term “sustainable development” is used to describe development that leads to sustainability, and the 
term “social responsibility” is used to describe how an individual company or organization can contribute to 
sustainable development.  

International Standards can contribute to the achievement of sustainability either directly, where they 
specifically address sustainability issues, or indirectly, where they relate to testing, products, procedures, 
services, terminology, management systems or auditing.  

This Guide is intended for use by all those involved in the development of ISO standards. It is intended to: 

a) raise awareness of sustainability issues arising from the application of International Standards; 

c) provide a systematic approach to addressing sustainability issues in a coherent and consistent manner by 
standards writers, with regard to both new and revised standards, and related to the objective and scope of 
the standard being developed 

d) promote consistency, where appropriate, among standards that address sustainability. 

Other related guides, such as ISO Guide 64 for addressing environmental issues in product standards, and 
ISO 26000, Guidance on social responsibility (in organizations) are referred to in this Guide, as appropriate. 

At any stage in the standards development process, standards writers are encouraged to consider 
sustainability issues in their work. The lack of consideration of sustainability issues may be a valid reason to 
initiate the revision of a standard.  Also, the significance or relevance of specific issues may have changed 
since the first drafting or the last review of a standard. Whenever a new standard is drafted or an existing 
standard is revised or intended to be revised, the standard writers (including project leaders and their 
technical committee chairman/convenors) are all encouraged to actively promote the application of this Guide. 
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Guide for addressing sustainability in standards  

1 Scope  

This Guide provides guidance to standards writers on how to take account of sustainability in the drafting of  
ISO standards and similar deliverables.  

It outlines a methodology for ISO standards writers to develop their own approach to the task on a subject  
specific basis.  

2 Normative references  

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated  
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced  
document (including any amendments) applies.  

ISO/IEC Guide 2, Standardization and related activities — General vocabulary  

ISO 14050, Environmental management — Vocabulary  

3 Terms and definitions  

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO/IEC Guide 2, ISO 14050 and the  
following apply.   

3.1  
sustainability  
goal of sustainable development.   

Note 1 to entry: The environmental, social and economic subsystems of the global system interact and are  
interdependent. They are often referred to with phrases such as the three dimensions or pillars of sustainability.  

3.2  
sustainable development   
development that meets the environmental, social and economic needs of the present without compromising  
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.   

Note derived from the Brundtland Report].  

3.3    
stakeholder  
individual or group that has an interest in any decision or activity of an organization  

[SOURCE: ISO 26000:2010, definition 2.20]  

3.4  
social responsibility  
responsibility of an organization for the impacts of its decisions and activities on society and the environment,  
through transparent and ethical behaviour that:  

 contributes to sustainable development (3.2), including the health and the welfare of society;  
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