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Introduction
This draft standard is based on national and international discussions. Your comments on this draft are invited and will assist in
the preparation of the consequent standard.

For international standards, comments will be reviewed by the relevant UK national committee before sending the consensus
UK vote and comments to the international committee, which will then decide appropriate action. If the international standard is
approved, it is usual for the text to be published as a British Standard.

For national standards, comments will be reviewed by the relevant UK national committee and the resulting standards published
as a British Standard.

UK Vote
Please indicate whether you consider the UK should submit a negative (with supporting technical reasons) or positive vote on
this draft. Please indicate if you are aware of any reason why this draft standard should not be published as a British Standard.

Submission of Comments
- Annotated drafts are not acceptable and will be rejected.

- All comments should be submitted online at https://standardsdevelopment.bsigroup.com/. You will need to register in
order to comment.

Template for comments and secretariat observations Date: xx/xx/20xx Document: ISO/DIS xxxx

1 2 (3) 4 5 (6) 7

MB Clause No./ Subclause
No./Annex (e.g. 3.1)

Paragraph/
Figure/Table/Note

Type of
comment

Commend (justification
for change) by the MB

Proposed change by the MB Secretariat observations on
each comment submitted

3.1 Definition 1 ed Definition is ambiguous and needs
clarifying.

Amend to read '...so that the mains
connector to which no connection...'

6.4 Paragraph 2 te The use of the UV photometer as
an alternative cannot be supported
as serious problems have been
encountered in its use in the UK.

Delete reference to UV photometer.
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ISO/DIS 23880:2025(en)

Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through 
ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee 
has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, 
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely 
with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described 
in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types 
of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the editorial rules of the 
ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

ISO draws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of (a) 
patent(s). ISO takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed patent 
rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO [had/had not] received notice of 
(a) patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are cautioned that 
this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database available at 
www.iso.org/patents. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions 
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 275, Sludge recovery, recycling, treatment and 
disposal.

A list of all the ISO/TC 275 documents, published or under development under the general title Sludge 
recovery, recycling, treatment and disposal, can be found on the ISO website.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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ISO/DIS 23880:2025(en)

Introduction

The family of ISO/TC  275 documents comprises all aspects of municipal wastewater sludge recovery, 
recycling, treatment and disposal. Municipal wastewater sludge is a valuable environmental resource which 
after treatment can be used as soil improvement through land application, for energy recovery and for the 
recovery of nutrients for further use.

This document is intended to:

—	 help stakeholders understand the fundamental concepts and vocabulary of wastewater sludge recovery, 
recycling, treatment and disposal. This will help to effectively and efficiently influence such provision, 
and realize value from use of the ISO/TC 275 family of documents;

—	 facilitate dialogue between the stakeholders, enabling their mutual understanding of the functions and 
tasks that fall within the scope of wastewater sludge recovery, recycling, treatment and disposal.

This document contains a vocabulary of relevant to the topic. It is applicable to all such activities by all sizes 
and types of operations. This document aims to increase stakeholders’ awareness of the opportunities for 
sludge recovery, recycling, treatment and use.

Clause 3 contains terms and definitions for concepts used throughout the ISO/TC 275 family of documents. 
Where the context of an individual standard requires departure from a term's definition the departure is 
explained in a specific "Note to entry". In accordance with ISO 704:2009, Terminology Work — Principles and 
methods the terms and definitions are arranged in conceptual order. Annex A contains a table listing the 
terms in alphabetical order, cross referenced to the relevant subclause for each term. Annex B contains a 
set of figures explaining the principles of concept relationships and their graphical representation, and the 
relationships underpinning the concept ordering used in this document.

NOTE	 Guidance on draft concepts arising from further developments in the ISO/TC 275 family of documents – 
and not yet contained in this document – can be obtained from the ISO/TC 275 Secretary.
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DRAFT International Standard ISO/DIS 23880:2025(en)

Sludge recovery, recycling, treatment and disposal — 
Vocabulary

1	 Scope

This document defines individual concepts that together provide a framework for a vocabulary common 
to different stakeholders with interests in municipal wastewater sludge recovery, recycling, treatment 
and disposal. It is intended to facilitate common understanding and communication on undertaking such 
activities.

The following are within the scope of this document:

—	 definition of a vocabulary common to the different stakeholders; and

—	 definition of key elements and characteristics of municipal wastewater sludge recovery, recycling, 
treatment and disposal activities.

2	 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document.

However, the following documents may be useful as bibliographic references.

EN 16323, August 2014

ISO 6107 (series), (9 parts) (as updated)

3	 Terms and definitions and abbreviated terms

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

ISO and IEC maintain terminology databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

—	 ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://​www​.iso​.org/​obp

—	 IEC Electropedia: available at https://​www​.electropedia​.org/​

The terms relate to sludge recovery, recycling, treatment and disposal and their component elements.

3.1	 Terms related to sources

Encompasses sludge and products from urban wastewater collection systems, night soil, storm water 
handling, water supply treatment plants, wastewater treatment plants for urban and similar industrial 
waters, but excludes hazardous sludge from industry and dredged sludge already covered by ISO/TC 190 - 
Soil Quality.

3.1.1
night soil
human wastes accumulated in a container and removed periodically

Note 1 to entry: These used to be removed at night, hence the name.

[SOURCE: ISO 6107:2021(en), 3.358]
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3.1.2
sludge
accumulated settled solids separated from various types of water as a result of natural or artificial processes

[SOURCE: ISO 6707-1:2014(en), 10.27]

3.1.3
stormwater system
system (3.9.3) for the collection, storage and conveyance of stormwater (3.2.2.4)

Note 1 to entry: A stormwater system can include combined sewer systems (3.5.12.3.1.2)  or separate sewer systems, 
which can incorporate green infrastructure (3.1.9) or source controls.

Note 2 to entry: A catchment can contain more than one stormwater system.

Note 3 to entry: A stormwater system does not include separate wastewater systems, river basins or receiving waters.

Note 4 to entry: Interactions can exist between the stormwater system and the components listed in Note 3 to entry.

[SOURCE: ISO 24513:2019(en), 3.5.12.5]

3.1.4
wastewater conveyance system
wastewater transport system
wastewater network
system (3.9.3) of conduits used to remove and transport human waste and wastewater (3.2.2.2)

Note 1 to entry: A system typically begins with connecting pipes from buildings to one or more levels of larger sewer 
pipes, which terminate at a wastewater treatment plant (3.1.5).

Note 2 to entry: Flow in sewer pipes can be by gravity flow, pumped flow or a combination of the two.

Note 3 to entry: A wastewater conveyance system can also transport stormwater (3.2.2.4) and infiltration water.

[SOURCE: ISO 24513:2019(en), 3.5.12.3.1]

3.1.5
wastewater treatment plant
WWTP
facility designed to treat  wastewater  (3.105)  by a combination of physical, chemical and 
biological  processes  (3.70), for the purpose of reducing the organic, inorganic and some 
microbial contaminants (3.18) in the wastewater

Note 1 to entry: There are different levels of wastewater (3.105) treatment, according to the desired quality of treated 
wastewater and the level of contamination.

[SOURCE: ISO 20670:2023(en), 3.106]

3.1.6
water treatment plant
equipment for treating potable water whilst maintaining potable water properties, e.g. using filters, dosage 
plants, ion exchangers, disinfecting plants

[SOURCE: ISO 15748-1(en), 3.2]

3.1.7
acetoclastic methanogenic microorganism
acetoclastic bacteria
anaerobic microorganism which use acetate as a main substrate

[SOURCE: ISO 19388:2023]
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