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Introduction
This draft standard is based on national and international discussions. Your comments on this draft are invited and will assist in
the preparation of the consequent standard.

For international standards, comments will be reviewed by the relevant UK national committee before sending the consensus
UK vote and comments to the international committee, which will then decide appropriate action. If the international standard is
approved, it is usual for the text to be published as a British Standard.

For national standards, comments will be reviewed by the relevant UK national committee and the resulting standards published
as a British Standard.

UK Vote
Please indicate whether you consider the UK should submit a negative (with supporting technical reasons) or positive vote on
this draft. Please indicate if you are aware of any reason why this draft standard should not be published as a British Standard.

Submission of Comments
- Annotated drafts are not acceptable and will be rejected.

- All comments should be submitted online at https://standardsdevelopment.bsigroup.com/. You will need to register in
order to comment.

Template for comments and secretariat observations Date: xx/xx/20xx Document: ISO/DIS xxxx

1 2 (3) 4 5 (6) 7

MB Clause No./ Subclause
No./Annex (e.g. 3.1)

Paragraph/
Figure/Table/Note

Type of
comment

Commend (justification
for change) by the MB

Proposed change by the MB Secretariat observations on
each comment submitted

3.1 Definition 1 ed Definition is ambiguous and needs
clarifying.

Amend to read '...so that the mains
connector to which no connection...'

6.4 Paragraph 2 te The use of the UV photometer as
an alternative cannot be supported
as serious problems have been
encountered in its use in the UK.

Delete reference to UV photometer.
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through 
ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee 
has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, 
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely 
with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described 
in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types 
of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the editorial rules of the 
ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

ISO draws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of (a) 
patent(s). ISO takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed patent 
rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO had not received notice of (a) 
patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are cautioned that 
this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database available at 
www.iso.org/patents. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions 
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 43/SC 2, Building acoustics.

A list of all parts in the ISO 23351 series can be found on the ISO website.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

Furniture ensembles and enclosures are used to provide quiet and soundproof workspaces in, e.g., offices, 
education spaces, health-care premises, and public interiors.

Furniture ensembles (partial enclosures) are for example partially enclosed workstations, sofa groups, and 
working zones with mobile screens, curtains, or other space dividers. Enclosures are for example movable 
one-person phone booths, movable one- or two-person working booths, and demountable or configurable 
meeting pods for numerous occupants. Enclosures are typically equipped at least with walls, ceiling, door, 
electric outlets, lighting, glazing, and a ventilation fan. Enclosure can also involve a floor element, but it is 
not necessary. Some enclosures can also be equipped with openable ceilings due to fire protection reasons.

Both furniture ensembles and enclosures (herein called "test objects") are usually assembled using elements 
or modules, which can be transferred into any room through normal-sized passage doors. Test objects are 
typically assembled in a finished room and not during the construction of the building. They are usually 
purchased by the tenant or lessor, but they can also be leased. They are not considered as fixed parts of the 
building, and they do not require a building permit.

The diversity and the market of above-mentioned test objects has grown. Where possible, it is recommended 
to test their acoustic performance according to ISO 23351-1 in laboratory conditions. However, ISO 23351-1 
requires that the volume of the test object shall be smaller than 5 % of the reverberation room volume. Very 
large test objects cannot be tested by ISO 23351-1. It would be beneficial to be able to determine the speech 
level reduction in alternative environments. For example, the manufacturer should be able to conduct a 
preliminary test in the product development environment, or the user (buyer) should be able to verify by 
measurement in situ that the declared speech level reduction was fulfilled.

This document provides a method to determine the apparent speech level reduction of above-mentioned 
test objects in rooms that do not fulfil the requirements of ISO 3741.

The aim of the method is to describe the acoustic performance in such a way that the result is comparable 
to results obtained in any other room or to the result obtained by ISO 23351-1. The aim of this method is not 
to determine how much the test object mounted in a specific location in the room provides insertion loss 
to specific positions of the room. The measurement uncertainty of this method is small (engineering grade 
of accuracy). This way, the test results obtained for different test objects can be reliably compared. This 
is important for buyers so that they can make product selection reliably. Small measurement uncertainty 
is only possible by setting high requirements for the placement of the test object in the room during the 
measurement. As a result, the actual position of the test object in the room may not be acceptable and the 
test object may need to be moved during the test.
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