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AATCC Test Method 122-2013

Carpet Soiling: Service Soiling Method

Developed in 1967 by AATCC Commit-
tee RAS7; reaffirmed 1970, 1973, 1976,
1979, 1982, 1989, 2000, 2013; editori-
ally revised 1985, 1990; editorially re-
vised and reaffirmed 1987, 1995;
revised 2009.

1. Purpose and Scope

1.1 This test method evaluates the ser-
vice soiling of textile floor coverings.

2. Principle

2.1 Specimens of carpets and selected
control samples are exposed to normal
foot traffic in a controlled test area. The
test specimens and controls are removed
and rated at predetermined intervals cor-
responding to different degrees of soiling
or exposure to soiling.

3. Terminology

3.1 carpet, n—all textile floor cover-
ings not designated as rugs.

3.2 soil, n.—dirt, oil or other sub-
stances not normally intended to be
present on a substrate such as a textile
material.

3.3 soiling, n.—in fextiles, a process by
which a textile substrate becomes more
or less uniformly covered with/or im-
pregnated with soil.

3.4 textile floor covering, n.—an arti-
cle having a use-surface composed of
textile material and generally used for
covering floors.

3.5 use-surface, n.—of textile floor
covering, the part of a textile floor cover-
ing directly exposed to foot traffic.

4. Safety Precautions

NOTE: These safety precautions are
for information purposes only. The pre-
cautions are ancillary to the testing proce-
dures and are not intended to be all inclu-
sive. It is the user’s responsibility to use
safe and proper techniques in handling
materials in this test method. Manufac-
turers MUST be consulted for specific
details such as material safety data sheets
and other manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions. All OSHA standards and rules
must also be consulted and followed.

4.1 Good laboratory practices should
be followed. Wear safety glasses in all
laboratory areas.

5. Soiling Location

5.1 The soiling location shall be suffi-
ciently removed from any street or other
outside area so that the specimen will not
be subjected to wet traffic. A distance of
at least 15 m (50 ft) is suggested.

5.2 It shall be sufficiently isolated from
greasy, oily or other nontypical soiling
which might be present in factory areas
and the like.

5.3 The traffic pattern in the soiling
area shall be such that all specimens are
subjected to all of the traffic as in the case
of a narrow aisle or passageway with ac-
cess only at either end or, alternately, if
the traffic cannot be so confined or di-
rected, it shall be randomized to such a
degree as to produce the effect of uniform
soiling.

5.4 In the case of the long narrow ar-
rangement with traffic only in two oppo-
site directions, a 2 m (6.5 ft) length of
buffer carpet shall be installed at both
ends of the test area. For other arrange-
ments, or where there is a random traffic
pattern, the buffer carpet shall be in-
stalled around the perimeter of the test
specimens and may extend for a pro-
portionately shorter distance but in no
case for less than 2 m (6.5 ft) in any di-
rection. The buffer carpet may be of any
available fiber or construction but should
be light in color in order to avoid errors
due to the transfer of fiber or dyestuff to
the test specimens.

6. Carpet Specimens

6.1 Specimen size. The minimum size
of the test specimens shall be 30 x 30 cm
(12 x 12 in.).

6.2 Specimen mounting. The carpet
specimens shall be mounted or installed
in such a way that the specimens can be
removed or transported easily. Examples
include the use of double sided tape and
the mounting of the specimens on 12 mm
(0.5 in.) plywood with staples.

7. Arrangement and Rotation of
Specimens

7.1 The requirements are related to the
dimensions and traffic pattern of the par-
ticular soiling area. Therefore, it is not
possible to propose a procedure which
will be universally applicable. Specimen
rotation is necessary to achieve uniform
soiling.

7.2 To find a suitable rotation for each
particular soiling area, select a material

with a known level of soiling (the control
sample for example). Install the correct
amount of specimens to the soiling area
such that all spaces are filled. Soil the
known material to the level desired, rotat-
ing samples such that consistent soiling is
obtained on all specimens. Once the rota-
tion process has been defined in this man-
ner, document the rotation sequence for
future use.

8. Soiling Levels

8.1 Control Carpet Soiling Level.

8.1.1 The standard levels of soiling
must be predetermined prior to conduct-
ing the service soiling test. For general
use of this test the soiling intervals may
correspond to those required to obtain
soiling levels of an arbitrarily selected
carpet (control sample) exposed to give a
light, medium and high degree of soil
(see 13.1). Each laboratory should select
and prepare control soiled samples con-
sistent with the needs of the laboratory. If
two or more laboratories are involved,
identical control samples should be avail-
able for each laboratory.

8.1.2 Test and control specimens are
removed from the test pattern at specified
intervals corresponding to different de-
grees of soiling or exposure to soiling.

8.1.3 Remove all the specimens from
the first group whenever the control test
specimen matches the soiled control sam-
ple (first soiling level). This is done re-
gardless of the appearance of the other
specimens at that time.

8.1.4 Remove the other specimens and
control samples in a similar manner at
the second and third soiling levels, -
respectively.

8.1.5 As each soiling level is reached,
replace spaces left vacant by the removal :
of test and control specimens. Use por- .
tions of the buffer carpet for this purpose.

8.2 Soiling Level Based on Traffic. :

8.2.1 An alternative to the above
method is to use a specific amount of
traffic to all the test specimens for every
test. The amount of traffic the test speci-
mens would be exposed to would be es-
tablished prior to testing by the labora-
tory. After that specific level of traffic
was attained, the samples would be re-
moved from the area.

9. Evaluation

9.1 After the samples are removed,
compare the control sgmple with the con-
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