
 

 

AATCC takes no position respecting the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection 

with any item mentioned in this test method. Users of this test method are expressly advised 

that determination of the validity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of 

such rights, are entirely their own responsibility.  

This test method is subject to revision at any time by the responsible technical committee 

and must be reviewed every five years and if not revised, either reaffirmed or withdrawn. 

Your comments are invited either for revision of this test method or for additional 

procedures and should be addressed to the AATCC Technical Center. Your comments will 

receive careful consideration at a meeting of the responsible technical committee, which 

you may attend. If you feel that your comments have not received a fair hearing, you 

should make your views known to Diana A. Wyman, Technical Director, at the address 

shown below.  

This test method is copyrighted by AATCC, PO Box 12215, Research Triangle Park, NC 

27709 USA. Individual reprints (single or multiple copies) of this method may be obtained by 

contacting AATCC at the above address or tel: 919-549-3526; fax: 919-549-8933, or e-mail: 

orders@aatcc.org.  

AATCC License Agreement: This test method is copyrighted by the American Association 

of Textile Chemists and Colorists (AATCC), PO Box 12215, 1 Davis Drive, Research 

Triangle Park, NC USA. All rights reserved.  

AATCC grants you a license as follows: The right to download one electronic file of this 

AATCC test method for temporary storage on one computer for purposes of viewing, and/or 

printing one copy of the AATCC test method for individual use. Neither the electronic file nor 

the hard copy print may be reproduced in any way. In addition, the electronic file may not be 

distributed elsewhere over computer networks or otherwise. The hard copy print may only be 

distributed to other employees for their internal use within your organization. 
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1980, 1989, 2003, 2013, 2018; editori-
ally revised 1982, 1986, 2006, 2016,
2019; editorially revised and reaffirmed
1985, 2008; revised 1995, 1998, 2014,
2017. Related to ISO 811.

1. Purpose and Scope

1.1 This test method measures the re-
sistance of a fabric to the penetration of
water under hydrostatic pressure. It is ap-
plicable to all types of fabrics, including
those treated with a water resistant or wa-
ter repellent finish.

1.2 Water resistance depends on the re-
pellency of the fibers and yarns, as well
as the fabric construction.

1.3 The results obtained by this method
may not be the same as the results ob-
tained by the AATCC methods for resis-
tance to rain or water spray.

1.4 This test method is performed
without a restraint. If a restraint is
required, use AATCC TM208, Test
Method for Water Resistance: Hydro-
static Pressure Using a Restraint.

2. Principle

2.1 One surface of the test specimen is
subjected to a hydrostatic pressure, in-
creasing at a constant rate, until three
points of leakage appear on its other sur-
face. The water may be applied from
above or below the test specimen.

2.2 This test is performed without a
restraint.

3. Terminology

3.1 hydrostatic pressure, n.—the
force distributed over an area exerted by
water.

3.2 water resistance, n.—of fabric,
the characteristic to resist wetting and
penetration by water.

3.3 water repellency, n.—in textiles,
the characteristic of fiber, yarn, or fabric
to resist wetting.

4. Safety Precautions

NOTE: These safety precautions are
for information purposes only. The pre-
cautions are ancillary to the testing proce-
dures and are not intended to be all inclu-
sive. It is the user’s responsibility to use
safe and proper techniques in handling

materials in this test method. Manufac-
turers MUST be consulted for specific
details, such as material safety data sheets
and other manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions. All OSHA standards and rules
must also be consulted and followed.

4.1 Good laboratory practices should
be followed. Wear safety glasses in all
laboratory areas.

4.2 Manufacturer’s safety recommen-
dations should be followed when operat-
ing laboratory testing equipment.

5. Apparatus and Materials (see 11.1)

5.1 Hydrostatic Tester.
5.1.1 For Option 1, Hydrostatic Pres-

sure Tester (see 11.2).
5.1.2 For Option 2, Hydrostatic Head

Tester (see 11.3).
5.2 Water, distilled or de-ionized.

6. Test Specimens

6.1 A minimum of three fabric speci-
mens should be taken diagonally across
the width of the fabric to be representa-
tive of the material. Cut specimens at
least 200 × 200 mm to allow proper
clamping.

6.2 Handle the specimens as little as
possible and avoid folding or contaminat-
ing the area to be tested.

6.3 Condition the test specimens at 21
± 2°C (70 ± 4°F) air at 65 ± 5% RH for at
least 4 h before testing.

6.4 The surface of the fabric to be ex-
posed to water must be specified because
different results may be obtained on the
face and the back. Identify that surface on
a corner of each specimen.

7. Procedure

7.1 Verify the water in contact with the
test specimen is regulated at 21 ± 2°C (70
± 4°F) (see 11.4).

7.2 Dry the clamping surface.
7.3 Clamp the specimen with the surface

to be tested facing the water (see 11.5).
7.4 Operation.
7.4.1 Option 1—Hydrostatic Pressure

Tester. Turn on the motor, press the lever
to raise the overflow device at the rate of
10 mm/s, and close the air vent as soon as
water flows from it.

7.4.2 Option 2—Hydrostatic Head
Tester. Select the gradient of 60 mbar/
min (1 mbar/s), press the start button (see
11.6).

7.5 Disregarding water droplets that

appear within approximately 3 mm of the
specimen clamping ring, record the hy-
drostatic pressure at the moment water
droplets penetrate the fabric in three dif-
ferent places (see 11.7).

8. Calculation

8.1 Calculate the average hydrostatic
pressure for each sample.

9. Report

9.1 Results for each specimen and the
average for each sample.

9.2 The material and the side tested.
9.3 Water temperature and type.
9.4 Gradient (rate of increasing water

pressure).
9.5 Tester option used.
9.6 Any modification to the method.

10. Precision and Bias

10.1 Precision. The test results are
tester dependent. Precision statements for
each tester are given in 10.2 and 10.3.

10.2 Suter Hydrostatic Pressure Tester
(Option 1).

10.2.1 In 1993, a limited interlabora-
tory study was completed, which in-
cluded six laboratories, two operators in
each, running determinations on three
specimens of two fabrics. No prior as-
sessment was made of the relative level
of the participating laboratories on per-
formance of the test method.

10.2.2 The two fabrics were at differ-
ent levels (Fabric 1 approximately 810
mm and Fabric 2 approximately 340
mm), and residual variances of the two
fabrics were found to be different. Ac-
cordingly, precision is reported sepa-
rately for each fabric.

10.2.3 Users of the method are advised
of the limited nature of this study and ad-
vised to apply these findings with due
caution.

10.2.4 Analysis of the data sets for
each fabric yielded components of vari-
ance and critical differences as displayed
in Tables I, II and III. Differences be-
tween two averages of (N) determina-
tions, for the appropriate precision pa-
rameter, should reach or exceed the table
value to be statistically significant at the
95% confidence level.

10.3 Hydrostatic Head Tester (Option 2).
10.3.1 In a single-laboratory study, six

different laboratory technicians ran determi-
nations on three specimens of five fabrics.
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