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Updates 

February 2016 consolidation includes: 
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• August 2011 version plus Corrigenda/Editorials 

August 2011 consolidation includes: 
• April 2011 version plus Notice No. 3  

April 2011 consolidation includes: 
• February 2011 version plus Notice No. 2  

February 2011 consolidation includes: 
• March 2010 version plus Notice No. 1  
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F o r e w o r d  

Foreword 
Since the introduction of the Guide for the Class Notation Environmental Safety (ES) in March 2001, 
technological advancements have occurred that help to diminish the impact of environmental discharges 
originating from offshore units, floating installations, and liftboats. Also, international treaties and conventions 
aimed at further protecting the environment have introduced more stringent requirements focused towards 
the prevention of pollution of the marine environment. 

This Guide is for the use of designers, builders, owners, and operators in the offshore industry and specifies 
the ABS requirements and criteria for obtaining the optional notations Environmental Protection – Offshore 
(ENVIRO-OS) or Environmental Protection – Offshore Plus (ENVIRO-OS+). The ENVIRO-OS notation 
identifies the level of compliance with international environmental protection requirements and integrates 
associated ABS requirements which influence environmental protection. For the ENVIRO-OS+ notation, 
this Guide invokes compliance with more stringent criteria for environmental protection related to management 
and support systems, sea discharges, and air discharges. 

The effective date of this Guide is the first day of the month of publication. 
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S e c t i o n  1 :  G e n e r a l  

S E C T I O N   1  General 

1  Scope and Application 
This Guide has been developed with the objective of promoting an environmentally focused design, 
construction, and operation of ABS-classed offshore units, floating installations, and liftboats. The requirements 
specified in this Guide are additional to all other relevant requirements of ABS Rules and Guides. It identifies a 
foundational level which establishes that an offshore unit, floating installation, or liftboat complies with 
international environmental regulations and associated ABS Rules or Guides which are aimed at enhancing 
environmental protection. In addition, it establishes standards for a higher level of environmental protection 
that can be achieved through compliance with more stringent criteria related to management and support 
systems, sea discharges, and air discharges. 

For critical safety measures, this Guide would be applied in the same manner as MARPOL. It would not 
apply to any emission necessary for the purpose of securing the safety of an offshore unit, floating installation, 
or liftboat or saving life at sea. Also the Guide would not apply to any emission resulting from damage to 
an offshore unit, floating installation, or liftboat or its equipment provided, after the occurrence of the damage 
or discovery of the emission, all reasonable precautions have been taken for the purpose of preventing or 
minimizing the emission. This exemption would not apply if an owner or a master acted either with intent 
to cause the damage or recklessly and with knowledge that damage would probably result. 

Offshore units, floating installations, and liftboats designed, constructed, and operated in compliance with 
the foundational requirements of this Guide may be assigned a class notation ENVIRO-OS, Environmental 
Protection – Offshore. Offshore units, floating installations, and liftboats in compliance with the higher level 
requirements of this Guide may be assigned a class notation ENVIRO-OS+, Environmental Protection – 
Offshore Plus. 

3  Basis of Notation 
In general, the requirements of this Guide are based on applicable international regulations and standards. 
If an international regulation or standard has been adopted by its oversight authority (regardless of the status 
of the ratification process), it is applicable to the appropriate notations of this Guide. 

Where a Flag State Administration, Coastal State Administration or Port State Administration has additional 
requirements related to environmental protection that are not addressed by this Guide, such as requirements 
addressing carriage, storage, use or disposal of base oils, brines, oil-based muds, synthetic-based muds, cuttings, 
radioactive materials, explosives or chemicals employed during operations, it is the responsibility of the owner 
or operator to comply with such regulations. 

3.1  ENVIRO-OS Notation 
Compliance with the applicable requirements of Annexes I, IV, V, and VI to the International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, MARPOL 73/78, as amended, is a prerequisite for receiving the 
class notation ENVIRO-OS. See Section 3 of this Guide for additional requirements. 

3.3  ENVIRO-OS+ Notation 
Compliance with applicable requirements of the ENVIRO-OS notation and Annexes I, IV, V, and VI to 
the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, MARPOL 73/78, as amended, is a 
prerequisite for receiving the class notation ENVIRO-OS+. See Section 4 of this Guide for additional 
requirements. 
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S e c t i o n  2 :  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  

S E C T I O N   2  Documentation 

1  Certification and Documentation 

1.1  ENVIRO-OS Notation 
The following certification and documentation are required, as applicable, in order to receive the Environmental 
Protection – Offshore, ENVIRO-OS, notation:  

i) Safety Management Certificate in accordance with the International Safety Management Code 
(ISM Code) 

ii) Documentation verifying a contract with the ABS Rapid Response Damage Assessment (RRDA) 
program, or with a similar program of another IACS Member Society 

iii) International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (IOPPC) 

iv) International Sewage Prevention Pollution Certificate (ISPPC), statement of compliance relating 
to the control of the discharge of sewage in accordance with MARPOL Annex IV, Regulation 11, 
or equivalent marine sanitation device of USCG regulations Title 33 CFR Part 159 

v) Documentation verifying compliance with the requirements in Annex V to MARPOL 73/78 

vi) Documentation verifying compliance with the requirements in the International Convention for 
the Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 

vii) International Anti-Fouling System Certificate 

viii) Declaration on Anti-Fouling System 

ix) International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate (IAPPC) or statement of compliance relating to 
NOx control in accordance with MARPOL 73/78 Annex VI, Regulation 13. Further explanations 
of the Regulations (e.g., backgrounds, outlines, etc.) are available in the ABS Guidance Notes on 
the Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships. 

1.3  ENVIRO-OS+ Notation 
In addition to 2/1.1, the following certification and documentation are required, as applicable, in order to receive 
the Environmental Protection – Offshore Plus, ENVIRO-OS+, notation:  

i) Incinerator type approval certificate in accordance with IMO Resolution MEPC 76(40) and Resolution 
MEPC.93(45), Amendments to the Standard Specification for Shipboard Incinerators 

3  Operational Procedures 

3.1  ENVIRO-OS Notation 
The following documents are to be submitted for review, as appropriate: 

i) Machinery spaces bilge water management plan 

ii) Produced oil and oily mixtures area bilge water management plan 

iii) Sewage management plan 

iv) Garbage management plan 

v) Ballast water management plan 
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