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Updates 

July 2015 consolidation includes: 

 May 2011 version plus Corrigenda/Editorials 
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F o r e w o r d  

Foreword 
In many instances the increase in the number and size of oil tankers and bulk carriers has out paced the 
ability of ports to provide sheltered anchorage locations for these vessels.  As a consequence, there has 
been a growing need for owners, operators and the vessel’s crew to anchor these vessels outside a harbor 
or similar areas of sheltered water. Noting the need to provide these same owners, operators and vessel 
crews, as well as designers and equipment providers, with a guide to assess the adequacy of anchoring 
equipment, ABS has, in response to requests from our clients, developed this Guide. 

This Guide specifies the ABS requirements and criteria for obtaining the optional class notation Deep 
Water Anchoring (DWA). Included within this Guide are requirements detailing the anchor size, chain 
length and size, and windlass particulars considered necessary to withstand the environmental conditions 
that vessels anchoring outside a harbor or similar areas of sheltered water may be exposed to.  

This Guide becomes effective on the first day of the month of publication. 

We welcome your feedback. Comments or suggestions can be sent electronically by email to rsd@eagle.org.  
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