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GUIDE FOR THE CLASS NOTATION 

HELICOPTER DECKS AND FACILITIES (HELIDK AND 
HELIDK(SRF)) 
APRIL 2008 

NOTICE NO. 2 – June 2012 

The following Rule Changes become EFFECTIVE AS OF 1 JUNE 2012.  

(See http://www.eagle.org for the consolidated version of the Guide for the Class Notation Helicopter Decks and 
Facilities (HELIDK and HELIDK(SRF)) 2008, with all Notices and Corrigenda incorporated.) 

 

Notes - The date in the parentheses means the date that the Rule becomes effective for new construction based 
on the contract date for construction.  (See 1-1-4/3.3 of the ABS Rules for Conditions of Classification 
(Part 1).) 

 

 

 

SECTION 2 STRUCTURAL DESIGN AND SAFETY CRITERIA 

5 Helicopter Deck Arrangements 

5.1  Size 
(Revise Subparagraph 2/5.1.1, as follows.) 

5.1.2 (15 June 2012) 
Where adverse climatic conditions are prevalent for normal helicopter operation, a helicopter deck 
is to have sufficient size to contain a circle of a diameter at least equal to the overall length of the 
largest helicopter using the helicopter deck.  The approach/departure sector is to be not less than 
210° free of obstruction and is to intersect the periphery of the circle described above, as shown in 
Section 2, Figure 1.  Outside the approach/departure sector, obstructions within one-third of the 
helicopter’s overall length from the periphery of the circle described above are not to extend more 
than 1/20 of the helicopter overall length above the level of the helicopter deck.  The overall length 
of a helicopter (D or D-value) is the distance from the tip of the main rotor blade to the tip of the 
tail rotor when the rotor blades are aligned along the longitudinal axis of the helicopter.  

 

9 Safety 

9.5 Visual Aids  
(Revise Subparagraph 2/9.5.1, as follows.) 

9.5.1  General (15 June 2012) 
Coastal States may have specific requirements and must be incorporated into the design.  Those 
requirements are to be specified and acceptable documentation to verify compliance with those 
specific requirements is to be submitted to ABS. Where the Coastal State has no requirements, the 
following requirements for wind indicator, marking, and lights are to be complied with. 
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(Revise Paragraph 2/9.7, as follows.) 

9.7 Markings (15 June 2012) 
9.7.1 Vessels 

The flag Administration or the cognizant authority (in which territorial waters the vessel or unit is 
being operated) may have specific requirements on helicopter deck markings.  Those requirements 
are to be specified and acceptable documentation to verify compliance with those specific requirements 
is to be submitted to ABS.  In the absence of such requirements, the helicopter deck is to be 
marked in a contrasting color as follows (see also Section 2, Figure 1): 

i) The perimeter with a continuous line of 400 mm (15.75 in.) in width 

ii) Vessel identification  

iii) Aiming circles in yellow, taking into account deck configuration, helicopter type and 
operational requirements  

iv) A white “H” centered on the landing area with the horizontal bar of the “H” on the bisector 
of the obstacle-free sector. The “H” is to be 3 m (9.85 ft) high, 1.8 m (5.9 ft) wide and 0.4 m 
(1.3 ft) wide lines. 

9.7.2 Mobile Offshore Drilling Units and other Offshore Units 
Unless specific requirements are provided by the flag Administration or the cognizant authority 
(in which territorial waters the vessel or unit is being operated), the helicopter deck on MODUs 
and other offshore units is to be marked as follows (see also Section 2, Figure 2): 

i)  The perimeter with a continuous white line of at least 0.3 m (1 ft) in width. Perimeter marking 
for single main rotor helicopters is typically for a 1 D value, where the D-value is the 
reference diameter as described in 2/5.1.2. 

ii)  Unit identification, positioned between the origin of the obstacle-free sector and aiming 
circle, with characters not less than 1.2 m (4 ft) in height in a color contrasting with the 
background. 

iii)  Aiming circles in yellow, taking into account deck configuration, helicopter type and 
operational requirements. The inside diameter is to be equal to 0.5 D and the width of the 
line is to be 1 m (3.3 ft). 

iv)  A white “H” centered on the landing area with the horizontal bar of the “H” on the bisector 
of the obstacle-free sector. The “H” is to be 4 m (13.15 ft) high, 3 m (9.85 ft) wide and 
0.75 m (2.45 ft) wide lines. 

v) A black chevron positioned in the perimeter marking, each leg being 0.8 m (2.6 ft) long 
and 0.1 m (4 in.) wide forming an angle that indicates the origin of the obstacle-free sector 
and the directions of the limits of the sector. 

vi) The actual D-value of the helicopter deck inboard of the chevron in alphanumeric symbols 
of 0.1 m (4 in.) in height.  

vii) The D-value in the perimeter marking every 90 degrees starting from the chevron, in color 
contrasting with the helicopter deck (preferably white, but not black or grey for night use). 
The D-value is to be expressed to the nearest whole number with 0.5 rounded down (i.e., 
18.5 marked as 18). Markings for some helicopters may require special consideration. 

viii) The maximum allowable mass marking consisting of a two- or three-digit number followed 
by the letter “t” to indicate the allowable helicopter mass in tonnes (1000 kg) expressed to 
one decimal place, rounded to the nearest 100 kg. The marking is to be located in a position 
which is readable from the preferred final approach direction (i.e., towards the obstacle-
free sector origin), and the height of the figures is to be 0.9 m (2.95 ft) with a line width 
of approximately 0.12 m (4.75 in.) and in a color contrasting with the helicopter deck 
(preferably white, but not black or grey for night use). Where the coastal State requires 
the marking in pounds, it is to consist of a two- or three-digit number to indicate the 
maximum allowable mass in thousands of pounds, rounded to the nearest 1,000 pounds. 
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The helicopter deck is to be painted preferably in dark green color as background to the markings. 
Markings on aluminum helicopter decks of natural light grey color are to be enhanced with contrasting 
colors. 

 

(Add new Section 2, Figure 2, as follows.) 

FIGURE 2 
Helicopter Deck Markings (15 June 2012) 

NAME

12.0t

21

21

21

4 m

3 m

0.75 m

“H” to be painted white

0.50D

60 cm

90 cm

Chevron

Maximum 
Allowable Mass
line width 12 cm

1 m Aiming Circle
(yellow)

>1.2 m

Perimeter Line Marking
(white)

Unit Identification

D value

Obstacle Sector

1 m 1 m

30 cm

Obstacle Free Sector 210°

15°
150°

79 cm

10 cm

Perimeter 
Line 

Marking

white black

30 cm
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