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F o r e w o r d  

Foreword 
Noting the special design and operational characteristics of drilling tender barges, ABS has developed this 
Guide to establish the classification requirements for this type of barge. The requirements in this Guide are 
applicable to drilling tender barges of a conventional barge displacement hull. For column stabilized or 
self-elevating drilling tender units, please refer to the ABS Guide for Building and Classing Mobile Offshore 
Units. This Guide is not intended for drilling barges.  

This Guide is to be used in conjunction with the ABS Rules for Building and Classing Steel Barges and 
applicable Statutory Regulations. 

This Guide is for the use of designers, builders, owners, and operators of drilling tender barges and specifies 
the ABS requirements for obtaining the classification notation Drilling Tender Barge. 

This Guide becomes effective on the first day of the month of publication. 

Users are advised to check periodically on the ABS website www.eagle.org to verify that this version of 
this Guide is the most current.  

We welcome your feedback. Comments or suggestions can be sent electronically by email to rsd@eagle.org.  
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