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Updates 

May 2017 consolidation includes: 
• April 2017 version plus Corrigenda/Editorials 
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F o r e w o r d  

Foreword 
The ABS Guide for Building and Classing Semi-submersible Heavy Lift Vessels contains requirements for 
vessels specially designed and equipped  to load/ unload heavy deck cargoes by temporarily submerging 
their load lines (hence the name Semi-submersible) and thereafter transport these cargoes.  

During development, requirements of ABS Rules for Building and Classing Steel Vessels are considered and 
customized in view of the unique configurations and the typical service of Semi-submersible Heavy Lift 
Vessels. The applicable edition of the ABS Rules for Building and Classing Steel Vessels is to be used in 
association with this Guide. 

This Guide becomes effective on the first day of the month of publication. 

Users are advised to check periodically on the ABS website www.eagle.org to verify that this version of 
this Guide is the most current.  

We welcome your feedback. Comments or suggestions can be sent electronically by email to rsd@eagle.org.  
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