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F o r e w o r d  

Foreword 
These Guidance Notes outline alternative arrangements of yachts that may be accepted based on approval by the 
flag Administration. These Guidance Notes address key design issues that are increasingly applied to the new 
construction of yachts. The recommendations in these Guidance Notes are based on the MCA LY3 Code, as 
well as IMO Unified Interpretations (UI) TM.5/Circular 6. Technical background is also provided.  

These Guidance Notes cover statutory requirements including the MCA LY3 Code, the International 
Convention on Load Lines (ICLL), and the International Convention on Tonnage Measurement. This document 
also discusses statutory requirements that have been adopted into the ABS Guide for Building and Classing 
Yachts. 

These Guidance Notes become effective on the first day of the month of publication. 

Users are advised to check periodically on the ABS website www.eagle.org to verify that this version of 
these Guidance Notes is the most current.  

We welcome your feedback. Comments or suggestions can be sent electronically by email to rsd@eagle.org.  

 

Terms of Use 

The information presented herein is intended solely to assist the reader in the methodologies and/or techniques 
discussed. These Guidance Notes do not and cannot replace the analysis and/or advice of a qualified 
professional. It is the responsibility of the reader to perform their own assessment and obtain professional 
advice. Information contained herein is considered to be pertinent at the time of publication, but may be 
invalidated as a result of subsequent legislations, regulations, standards, methods, and/or more updated 
information and the reader assumes full responsibility for compliance. This publication may not be copied 
or redistributed in part or in whole without prior written consent from ABS. 
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