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ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1079 – 2015 

AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION STANDARD NO. 1079 FOR 

STANDARD CONTENT OF ELECTRONIC ATTACHMENTS FOR DENTAL CLAIMS 

 

The Council on Dental Practice of the American Dental Association has approved American Dental 

Association Standard No. 1079 for Standard Content of Electronic Attachments for Dental Claims. Working 

Groups of the ADA Standards Committee on Dental Informatics (SCDI) formulate this and other standards 

and technical reports for the application of information technology and other electronic technologies to 

dentistry’s clinical and administrative operations. The ADA SCDI has representation from appropriate 

interests in the United States in the standardization of information technology and other electronic 

technologies used in dental practice. The standard was forwarded to the American National Standards 

Institute with a recommendation that the standard be approved as an American National Standard. Approval 

of ADA Standard No. 1079 as an American National Standard was granted by the American National 

Standards Institute on December 17, 2015. 

 

This ADA standard was prepared by SCDI Working Group 10.10 on Electronic Dental Claim. SCDI Working 

Group 10.10 prepared this report at the request of Jonathan Knapp, SCDI Subcommittee on Information 

Exchange. The ADA SCDI thanks the members of the working group and the organizations with which they 

were affiliated at the time the specification was developed: 

Carla Evans (chairman), University of Illinois, Chicago, IL: 

Patrick Cannady, American Dental Association, Chicago, IL; 

Richard Celko, UPMC Health Plan, Pittsburgh, PA; 

Zachary Church, Henry Schein Practice Solutions, American Fork, UT; 

Mark Diehl, Mark Diehl Consulting, Rensselaer, NY; 

Michael Durbin, American Association of Orthodontists, Des Plaines, IL; 

Trish Edler, Tesia-PCI Corp., Great River, NY; 

David Fincher, MEA/NEA, Norcross, GA; 

Brian Fitzgibbons, MetLife Insurance, Aurora, IL; 

Brian Flynn, National Association of Dental Plans, Dallas, TX; 

Stephen Glenn, Individual Representative, Tulsa, OK; 

John Grubb, American Board of Orthodontics, Escondido, CA; 

Harry Harcsztark, The Smile Center, Kearny, NJ; 

Theresa Jansen, United Concordia Companies, Inc., Harrisburg, PA; 

Mark Jurkovich, Individual Representative, Minneapolis, MN; 

Jonathan Knapp, Individual Representative, Bethel, CT; 

Shannon Mills, Northeast Delta Dental, Concord, NH;  

Jean Narcisi, American Dental Association, Chicago, IL; 

Pamela Porembski, American Dental Association, Chicago, IL; 

Marie Schweinebraten-McFarland, Georgia Reconstructive Dentistry, Duluth, GA; 

Scott Trapp, Individual Representative, St. Louis, MO; and 

Gregory Zeller, University of Kentucky College of Dentistry, Lexington, KY. 
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2   ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1079 – 2015 
 

 

AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION STANDARD NO. 1079 FOR STANDARD 

CONTENT OF ELECTRONIC ATTACHMENTS FOR DENTAL CLAIMS 

 

FOREWORD 

 

(This Foreword does not form a part of ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1079 for Standard Content of Electronic Attachments for Dental 

Claims). 

 

In 1992, there was interest in the standardization of clinical information systems related to electronic technology in the dental 

environment. After evaluating current informatics activities, a Task Group of the ANSI Accredited Standards Committee MD156 (ASC 

MD156) was created by the ADA to initiate the development of technical reports, guidelines, and standards on electronic technologies 

used in dental practice. In 1999, the ADA established the ADA Standards Committee on Dental Informatics (SCDI). The ADA SCDI is 

currently the group that reviews and approves proposed American National Standards (ANSI approved) and technical reports developed 

by the standards committee's working groups. The ADA became an ANSI accredited standards organization in 2000. 

 

The scope of the ADA SCDI is: 

 

 “The ADA SCDI shall develop informatics standards, specifications, technical reports and guidelines and interact  

 with other entities involved in the development of health informatics standards aimed at implementation across the  

 dental profession.”  

 

ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1079 for Standard Content of Electronic Attachments for Dental Claims cancels and replaces 

ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1047-2010, Standard Content of a Periodontal Attachment.  

 

SCDI Working Group 10.10 for Electronic Dental Claim prepared ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1047-2010 to address a question that 

arose in revising the 2006 version as to whether the standard applies to predetermination or claims for actual services, or both. 

The scope of ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1079 continues the decision that the standard applies to both predetermination and claims 

for services; and that data will be archived after submission for predetermination for a later claim.  

 

Working Group 10.10 decided that ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1047-2010 should be expanded generalized for other uses such as 

orthodontic and oral and maxillofacial surgery claim attachments. Moreover, ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1047-2010 lacked 

SNODENT® terminology and ICD diagnostic codes. Thus, the working group decided to develop a new standard to replace 

ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1047.    

 

ANSI/ADA Standard No. 1079 describes uses for these code sets as they apply to predetermination and/or claims for actual 

services.  Utilization of standard nomenclature and updated codes will permit analysis of clinical findings, as well as 

demographic, treatment and claims data.  Measurements will be reported as metric distances (e.g. periodontal depth, tooth 

mobility). Both US and FDI tooth numbering systems will be implemented. 

 

Changes in the procedure codes cited in this standard to cover changes in the ADA Code on Dental Procedures and 

Nomenclature may require future changes to this specification.  

 

This document will be conveyed to HL7 for promulgation of the technical details necessary for transmission.  
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