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  ADA Standard No. 169 – 2019 

AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
STANDARD NO. 169 FOR PERIODONTAL PROBES: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
The ADA Standards Committee on Dental Products (SCDP) has approved ANSI/ADA 
Standard No. 169 for Periodontal Probes: General Requirements. This and other 
standards for dental materials, instruments and equipment are being formulated by 
working groups of the ADA SCDP. The Committee has representation from all interests in 
the United States in the standardization of materials, instruments and equipment in 
dentistry. The Committee has adopted the standards, showing professional recognition of 
their usefulness in dentistry, and has forwarded them to the American National Standards 
Institute with a recommendation that the standards be approved as American National 
Standards. The American National Standards Institute granted approval of ADA Standard 
No. 169 as an American National Standard on August 26, 2019. 
 
The ADA Standards Committee on Dental Products thanks the members of Working 
Group 4.28 on Hand Instruments and the organizations with which they were affiliated at 
the time the standard was developed: 
 
Mark Dammann (chairman), Hu-Friedy Mfg., Chicago, IL; 
Matt Cowen, The Dental Advisor, Ann Arbor, MI; 
Lauren Giles, Food and Drug Administration, Silver Spring, MD; 
Paul Hund, Heartland Dental Group, Leavenworth, KS; 
Shannon Mills, Individual Representative, Concord, NH; 
Jeffrey Platt, Indiana University, Indianapolis; and 
Douglas Risk, Fusion Dental, Nanjemoy, MD. 
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2          ADA Standard No. 169 – 2019 
 
 
 
AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION STANDARD NO. 169 FOR 
PERIODONTAL PROBES: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
FOREWORD 
(This Foreword does not form a part of ANSI/ADA Standard No. 169 for Periodontal Probes: General 
Requirements). 
 
This standard is an identical adoption of ISO 21672-1, Dentistry – Periodontal probes – Part 1: General 
requirements. ADA SCDP Working Group No. 4.28 on Hand Instruments examined the international 
standard and found it acceptable for identical adoption as ANSI/ADA Standard No. 169.  
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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION STANDARD NO. 169 FOR 
PERIODONTAL PROBES: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

1 Scope 

This standard specifies general requirements and test methods for periodontal probes. 

It is applicable to periodontal probes made of austenitic and martensitic stainless steel. 

It is not applicable to periodontal probes with working ends made completely of plastics, nor to HAUER probes 
and periodontal probes with a defined probing force. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO 1942, Dentistry — Vocabulary 

ISO 6507-1, Metallic materials — Vickers hardness test — Part 1: Test method 

ISO 6892-1, Metallic materials — Tensile testing — Part 1: Method of test at room temperature 

ISO 7153-1, Surgical instruments — Metallic materials — Part 1: Stainless steel 

ISO 13402, Surgical and dental hand instruments — Determination of resistance against autoclaving, 
corrosion and thermal exposure 

(ISO standards are available from the American National Standards Institute, 25 W. 43rd St., New York, NY 10036, 
www.ansi.org). 

3 Terms, definitions and symbols 

3.1 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 1942 and the following apply. 

3.1.1 
periodontal probe 
dental hand instrument designed to measure subgingival pocket depth, used in dentistry for diagnostic 
purposes and assessment of the condition of periodontal pockets 

3.1.2 
furcation probe 
periodontal probe designed to probe the furcations of premolars and molars 

3.2 Symbols 

b1 blade thickness 

b2 blade width 

d1 diameter of spherical or round end 

d2 diameter of shank 
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