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ANSI/ADA Specification No. 62 – 2005 
 

AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION SPECIFICATION NO. 62 FOR 
DENTAL ABRASIVE PASTES 

American Dental Association Specification No. 62 for Dental Abrasive Pastes has been approved by the 
Council on Scientific Affairs of the American Dental Association. This and other specifications for dental 
materials, instruments and equipment are being formulated by working groups of the American Dental 
Association’s Standards Committees on Dental Products. The Council acts as administrative sponsor of that 
committee, which has representation from all interests in the United States in the standardization of 
materials, instruments and equipment in dentistry. The Council has adopted the specifications, showing 
professional recognition of their usefulness in dentistry, and has forwarded them to the American National 
Standards Institute with a recommendation that the specifications be approved as American National 
Standards. Approval of ADA specification No. 62 as an American National Standard was granted by the 
American National Standards Institute on February 17, 2005. This standard becomes effective February 17, 
2006.  

The Council thanks the working group members and the organizations with which they were affiliated at the 
time the specification was developed:  Bruce Schemehorn (Chairman), Indiana University, Indianapolis, IN; 
Ramon Baez, University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, TX; Larry Farrell, John O. Butler Co., 
Chicago, IL; Paul Hammesfahr, Dentsply Caulk, Milford, DE; John Hefferren, University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, KS; Mark Putt, Indiana University, Indianapolis, IN; George Stookey, Indiana University, 
Indianapolis, IN. 
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  ANSI/ADA Specification No. 62 – 2005 
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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION SPECIFICATION NO. 62 FOR 
DENTAL ABRASIVE PASTES 
 
FOREWORD 
(This foreword does not form a part of ANSI/ADA Specification No. 62 for Dental Abrasive Pastes). 
 
For many years dental abrasive pastes have been extensively used by the dental profession to remove 
exogenous deposits from teeth. 
 
Commercially-available preparations of dental abrasive pastes vary considerably in their particular abrasive 
distribution in order to fulfill the wide range of needs expected of such materials.  Unfortunately, there is no 
uniformity of labeling of such preparations and a given “grade” from one supplier is typically quite different 
from the same “grade” provided by another supplier.  This lack of uniformity presents obvious problems to 
both dental practitioners and dental laboratories. 
 
This specification includes a test which addresses the relative abrasivity of these products but does not 
directly relate to the clinical application of cleaning the tooth surface.  To distinguish the abrasivity of 
prophylactic pastes from dentifrices, a different nomenclature will be used.  The enamel abrasivity will be 
know as Prophylactic Paste Enamel Abrasion (PPEA) and the dentin abrasivity will be known as Prophylactic 
Paste Dentin Abrasion (PPDA). 
 
In view of the foregoing, this specification has been developed by the Subcommittee to fulfill the following 
objectives. 
 
1. To provide a degree of assurance of the absence of gross contaminants in such preparations; and, 
 
2. To provide at least minimal assurance of the safety of abrasive prophylactic pastes for intraoral use. 

Copyrighted material licensed to University of Toronto by Clarivate Analytics (US) LLC, subscriptions.techstreet.com, downloaded on 2020-03-04 05:37:39 +0000 by  University of Toronto User.
 No further reproduction or distribution is permitted.

Full document details: ADA 62 2015

bralowerp
Typewritten Text

bralowerp
Typewritten Text

bralowerp
Typewritten Text
Reaffirmed: December 2015

bralowerp
Typewritten Text

bralowerp
Typewritten Text

bralowerp
Typewritten Text

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ada-62-2015
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ada-62-2015


Addendum to the Foreword for this Reaffirmation: 
 
In 2012, the ADA Standards Committee on Dental Products approved a change in the terminology used 
for standards.  ADA standards will no longer utilize the term Specification; standards will now be named 
as ADA Standards.   
 
With this notice, this ADA Specification is now termed an ADA Standard.  Where the term "specification" 
is used, it should be considered as "standard."  It will be re-named as an ADA Standard in its next 
revision.   
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