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Abstract

This purpose of this Standard is to aid in promoting mutual understanding
of the vocabulary and acronyms used by the space science and engi-
neering community in the development and use of automation and
robotic systems. It contains approximately 200 terms which are pre-
sented in logical groupings with cross references.
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Foreword

Space Automation and Robotics has been identi-
fied as an important area for precursor and human
missions that will benefit from guides and stan-
dardization. As the field continues to grow, stan-
dardization of the terminology associated with this
area becomes desirable.

This AIAA Standard Vocabulary for Space Au-
tomation and Robotics has been prepared under
the auspices of the American Institute of Aero-
nautics and Astronautics Standards Program.

Wherever possible, definitions in this vocabulary
conform to those used by the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration (NASA), the Ameri-
can Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME),
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE), the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers (ASCE), and the European Space Agency
(ESA).

The AIAA Standards Procedures state that all ap-
proved Standards, Recommended Practices and
Guidelines are advisory only. Hence their usage
by anyone in the industrial and technical commu-
nity is entirely voluntary. Further, this document
represents guidelines which should be reviewed,
modified and updated with input from the robotics
community, as the technology evolves.
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