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ABOUT AIAG 
Purpose Statement 

Founded in 1982, AIAG is a globally recognized organization where OEMs and suppliers unite to address 
and resolve issues affecting the worldwide automotive supply chain. AIAG’s goals are to reduce cost and 
complexity through collaboration; improve product quality, health, safety and the environment; and 
optimize speed to market throughout the supply chain. 

AIAG Organization 
AIAG is made up of a board of directors, an executive director, executives on loan from member 
companies, associate directors, a full-time staff, and volunteers serving on project teams. Directors, 
department managers, and program managers plan, direct and coordinate the association’s activities 
under the direction of the executive director. 

AIAG Projects 
Volunteer committees focus on business processes or supporting technologies and methodologies. They 
conduct research and develop, publish, and provide training on standards, conventions, standard 
business practices, white papers, and guidelines in the areas of automatic identification, CAD/CAM, 
EDI/electronic commerce, continuous quality improvement, health focus, materials and project 
management, occupational health & safety, returnable containers and packaging systems, 
transportation/customs and truck & heavy equipment. 

 

AIAG PUBLICATIONS 

An AIAG publication reflects a consensus of those substantially concerned with its scope and provisions.  An 
AIAG publication is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer and the general public.  The 
existence of an AIAG publication does not in any respect preclude anyone from manufacturing, marketing, 
purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the publication. 

CAUTIONARY NOTICE 

AIAG publications are subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest editions. 

MAINTENANCE PROCEDURE 

Recognizing that this AIAG publication may not cover all circumstances, AIAG has established a maintenance 
procedure. Please refer to the Maintenance Request Form at the back of this document to submit a request. 

Published by: 
Automotive Industry Action Group 

26200 Lahser Road, Suite 200 
Southfield, Michigan 48033 

Phone: (248) 358-3570 • Fax: (248) 358-3253 

APPROVAL STATUS 

The AIAG Board of Directors and designated stakeholders approved this document for publication on May 9, 
2000 

 

 
AIAG COPYRIGHT AND TRADEMARK NOTICE:  

The contents of all published materials are copyrighted by the Automotive Industry Action Group unless otherwise indicated.  
Copyright is not claimed as to any part of an original work prepared by a U.S. or state government officer or employee as part of the 
person’s official duties.  All rights are preserved by AIAG, and content may not be altered or disseminated, published, or transferred 
in part of such content.  The information is not to be sold in part or whole to anyone within your organization or to another company.  
Copyright infringement is a violation of federal law subject to criminal and civil penalties.  AIAG and the Automotive Industry Action 
Group are registered service marks of the Automotive Industry Action Group. 
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FOREWORD 
The Standard Carrier Alpha Code Trailer Identification Label (SCACTIL) has been developed by the 
AIAG Bar Code Applications Work Group as a method to help automatically identify a freight carrier’s 
trailer or van as it travels within the automotive transportation network. 

This is a working standard that is being presented here in its present form.  Work is continuing on the 
development (improvement) within the AIAG and by releasing this standard, input from the user 
community is requested and welcome. 

Using Auto ID to identify trailers/vans can produce benefits in trading partner shipping, receiving, traffic 
management, and yard management.  The SCACTIL identification information can be linked to EDI to 
achieve data integrity benefits between trading partners. 

The SCACTIL methodology uses at least two (2) bar code labels per trailer or van that are permanently 
applied to defined external and internal locations.  A SCACTIL consists of the carrier’s Standard Carrier 
Alpha Code (SCAC) plus the carrier’s unique identification number for the trailer or van.  This 
combination of data uniquely identifies the trailer/van throughout the transportation network. 

The SCACTIL was not developed to identify a pulling vehicle such as a truck tractor or other detachable 
pulling device.  However, it does cover self-powered van bodied vehicles such as those used by 
commercial package carriers. 

Possible applications include but are not restricted to the following: 

•  Recording of arrival and exit 
•  Accurate knowledge of what is in trailer yard 
•  Creation of the shipping documents 
•  Receipt verification 
•  Trailer maintenance 
•  Fleet management – age of trailers 
•  Demurrage Management 
•  Automated gate entry 
•  Reconciliation of material shipped using internal label 
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