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American National Standard ANSI/AAMI EC53:2013/(R)2020 
(Revision of ANSI/AAMI EC53:1995 and ANSI/AAMI EC53A:1998) 

ECG TRUNK CABLES and PATIENT LEADWIRES 

Developed by 
Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation 

Approved 19 November 2013 and reaffirmed 20 November 2020 by 
American National Standards Institute, Inc. 

Abstract: The objective of this standard is to allow ECG TRUNK CABLES and PATIENT LEADWIRES to be 
interchanged between ECG DEVICES with isolated PATIENT connections by establishing a common 
interface between the TRUNK CABLE and the PATIENT LEADWIRE connectors. Performance and safety 
criteria for TRUNK CABLES and PATIENT LEADWIRES used with isolated PATIENT connectors are also 
specified. This standard’s original scope related to TRUNK CABLES and PATIENT LEADWIRES used 
with cardiac monitors. The scope was extended to include PATIENT LEADWIRES used with other 
ECG DEVICES including diagnostic electrocardiographs, ambulatory ECG (Holter) recorders/event 
recorders and ECG telemetry.  
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AAMI Standard 
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AAMI website at www.aami.org. 

All AAMI standards, recommended practices, technical information reports, and other types of technical documents 
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and regulations. 
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Glossary of equivalent standards 

International Standards adopted in the United States may include normative references to other International 
Standards. AAMI maintains a current list of each International Standard that has been adopted by AAMI (and ANSI). 
Available on the AAMI website at the address below, this list gives the corresponding U.S. designation and level of 
equivalency to the International Standard. 

www.aami.org/standards/glossary.pdf 
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