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ABSTRACT
This standard describes a preferred thread for earhook nozzles on postauricular hear-
ing aids. The need for such a standard arises from the wide variety of earhooks that
hearing aid dispensers are required to keep in inventory to utilize different postauricu-
lar hearing aids from several manufacturers.
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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS ON ACOUSTICS

The Acoustical Society of America holds the Secretariat for Accredited
Standards Committees S1 on Acoustics, S2 on Mechanical Shock and
Vibration, S3 on Bioacoustics, and S12 on Noise. Standards developed
by these committees, which have wide representation from the techni-
cal community (manufacturers, consumers, and general-interest repre-
sentatives), are published for the Acoustical Society of America by the
American Institute of Physics as American National Standards after ap-
proval by their respective standards committees and the American Na-
tional Standards Institute.

These standards are developed as a public service to provide standards
useful to the public, industry, and consumers, and to Federal, State,
and local governments.

This standard was approved by the American National Standards
Institute as ANSI $3.37-1987 on 28 April 1987.

An American National Standard implies a consensus of those substantially con-
cerned with its scope and provisions. An American National Standard is intended as
a guide 10 aid the manuifacturer, the consumer, and the general public. The exis-
tence of an American National Standard does not in any respect preclude anyone,
whether he has approved the standard or not, from manufacturing, marketing, pur-
chasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the stan-
dard. Amenican National Standards are subject to periodic review and users are cau-
tioned to obtain the latest editions.

Caution Notice: An American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at
any time. The procedures of the Amencan National Standards Institute require that
action be taken to affirm, revise, or withdraw this standard no later than five years
from the date of pubhication

The Acoustical Society of America (ASA) is an organization of scientists
and engineers formed in 1929 to increase and diffuse the knowledge of
acoustics and to promote its practical applications.

The American National Standards Institute, Inc. (ANSI) is the national
coordinator of voluntary standards development and the clearing
house in the U.S. for information on national and international stan-
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FOREWORD

[This Foreword is for information only, and is not a part of the American National Stan-
dard Preferred Earhook Nozzle Thread for Postauricular Hearing Aids, ANSI $3.37-1987
{ASA Catalog No. 69-1987).]

A postauricular hearing aid normally incorporates a plastic earhook
that is used to couple its output to an earmold. Such plastic earhooks
are snapped or screwed onto a nozzle attached to the tip of the hous-
ing of the postauricular hearing aid. Due to the finite lifetime of the
plastic in the earhooks, hearing aid dispensers are frequently required
to replace these earhooks from time to time should cracking or leaking
occur.

Earhook nozzles that are threaded have widely incorporated a 5-40
UNC-2A thread. Provision is made in this standard for both the stan-
dard 5-40 thread and a modified 5-40 thread without undercut, of
which the latter is said to help in preventing acoustic leakage.

Accredited Standards Committee S3, Bioacoustics, under whose juris-
diction this standard was developed, has the following scope:

Standards, specifications, methods of measurement and test, and terminology, in
the fields of physical acoustics, including architectural acoustics, electroacoustics,
sonics and ultrasonics, and underwater sound, but excluding those aspects which
pertain to safety, tolerance, and comfort.

At the time this standard was submitted to Accredited Standards Com-
mittee S3 for final approval, the membership was as follows:

L. A. Wilber, Chairman
H. Silbiger, Vice-Chairman
A. Brenig, Secretary

Acoustical Society of Americae L. A. Wilber, W. A. Yost (A/)

American Academy of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery, Inc. e R. F. Naun-
ton, L. A. Michael (A}

AT&T Bell Laboratories @ R. M. Sachs, M. R. Silbiger (A/t)

American Industrial Hygiene Association # C. D. Bohl, T. D. Bonney (A/)
American Institute of Ultrasound in Medicine @ P. Kremkau, ). Zagzebski (A/f)
American Iron & Steel Institute @ E. H. Toothman, P. A. Hernandez (A/)

American Otological Society, Inc. @ ). Tonndorf

American Speech-Language-Hearing AssociationeS. J. Barry, V. W. Byers (A/f)
Audio Engineering Society, Inc. @ R. H. Campbell, M. R. Chial (A/)

Bruel & Kjaer Instruments @ G. C. Michel {(A/n)

Compressed Air and Gas Institute (CAGI) e |. L. Bennett

Hearing Industries Association @ C. Rogan

Industrial Safety Equipment Asociation, Inc. e F. Lotito, R. Campbell (75t A/, F. E.
Wilcher, Ir. (2nd Al

National Bureau of Standards @ V. Nedzelnitsky, S. L. Yaniv (A/)

National Electrical Manufacturers Association @ E. N. Cellentani
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