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SPECIAL NOTES 
 
API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to particular circumstances, 

local, state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed. 
 
Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors, consultants, committees, or other assignees make any 

warranty or representation, either express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of 
the information contained herein, or assume any liability or responsibility for any use, or the results of such use, of 
any information or process disclosed in this publication. Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors, 
consultants, or other assignees represent that use of this publication would not infringe upon privately owned rights. 

 
API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by the Institute to assure 

the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the Institute makes no representation, warranty, 
or guarantee in connection with this publication and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss 
or damage resulting from its use or for the violation of any authorities having jurisdiction with which this publication 
may conflict. 

 
API publications are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineering and operating 

practices. These publications are not intended to obviate the need for applying sound engineering judgment regard-
ing when and where these publications should be utilized. The formulation and publication of API publications is not 
intended in any way to inhibit anyone from using any other practices. 

 
Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking requirements of an API 

standard is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable requirements of that standard. API does not rep-
resent, warrant, or guarantee that such products do in fact conform to the applicable API standard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any 

means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the 
publisher. Contact the Publisher, API Publishing Services, 200 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 1100 Washington, D.C. 
20001-5571, USA. 

 
Copyright ©2021 American Petroleum Institute 
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FOREWORD 
 
API 1525A Bulk Engine Oil Chain of Custody and Quality Documentation provides procedures for managing bulk 

engine oil chain of custody to ensure oil quality from the point of manufacture to installation in the end user’s engine. 
All parties involved with supplying finished bulk engine oil to consumers have a role in protecting the quality of the 
oil throughout the supply chain. Responsibility for quality starts with the Bulk Engine Oil Provider (BEOP) and ends 
with the installer. The blender, the transporter/distributor and the installer that originally ordered the product have 
a role in ensuring the quality of the engine oil received matches the quality ordered.  

 
Since publication of the First Edition in 2012, API’s EOLCS group has worked cooperatively with the National 

Conference on Weights and Measures (NCWM) to establish labeling criteria for bulk engine oils.   
 
Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, 

for the manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent. Neither should 
anything contained in the publication be construed as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters 
patent. 

 
This document was produced under API standardization procedures that ensure appropriate notification and 

participation in the developmental process and is designated as an API standard. Questions concerning the interpre-
tation of the content of this publication or comments and questions concerning the procedures under which this 
publication was developed should be directed in writing to the Director of Standards, American Petroleum Institute, 
200 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 1100 Washington, D.C. 20001-5571, USA. Requests for permission to reproduce 
or translate all or any part of the material published herein should also be addressed to the director. 

 
Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed, or withdrawn at least every 5 years. A one-time 

extension of up to 2 years may be added to this review cycle. Status of the publication can be ascertained from the 
API Standards Department, telephone (202) 682-8000. A catalog of API publications and materials is published an-
nually and updated quarterly by API, 200 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 1100 Washington, D.C. 20001-5571, USA. 

 
Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the Standards Department, API, 200 Massachusetts 

Ave. NW, Suite 1100 Washington, D.C. 20001-5571, USA. standards@api.org. 
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Bulk Engine Oil Chain of Custody and Quality Documentation 
 

1. Scope 
 
This document provides procedures for managing bulk engine oil chain of custody to ensure oil quality from the point of 

manufacture to installation in the end user’s engine. The procedures specifically address the following key topics: Bulk Engine 
Oil Provider (BEOP) practices; the ordering of oils meeting API 1509; chain-of-custody documentation that identifies bulk engine 
oil throughout the supply system; and requirements for informing consumers about the types of engine oil available for instal-
lation and requirements for notification (written and/or electronic) and labelling of the oil installed in mobile equipment en-
gines.  

 
All parties involved with supplying bulk engine oil to consumers (end users) have a role in protecting the quality of the oil 

throughout the supply chain. Responsibility for quality starts with the BEOP and ends with the installer. The BEOP, the distrib-
utor and the installer that originally ordered the product all have a role in ensuring the quality of the engine oil received matches 
the quality ordered. Additionally, the installer should make best efforts to assist the end user in selecting products meeting the 
vehicle’s performance needs. 

 
This document builds on procedures published in API Recommended Practice 1525, Bulk Oil Testing, Handling, and Storage 

Guidelines. API 1525 addresses storage and handling of bulk oil, facility and equipment standards, loading and unloading, 
comingling in distributor storage, multiple transporters between BEOP and oil-change facilities, personal safety equipment, 
training, and governmental requirements and reviews. 

 
Applicability of all or part of the guidelines should be determined on a case-by-case basis.  

2. Normative References 
 
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references, only 

the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) 
applies. 

 
API 15091, Engine Oil Licensing and Certification System 
 
API Recommended Practice 1525, Bulk Oil Testing, Handling, and Storage Guidelines 
 
API Engine Oil Licensing and Certification System (EOLCS) Online System User Guide 
 
ASTM D4452, Standard Test Method for Kinematic Viscosity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids (and Calculation of Dynamic 
Viscosity) 
 
ASTM D1500, Standard Test Method for ASTM Color of Petroleum Products (ASTM Color Scale) 
 
ASTM D4052, Standard Test Method for Density, Relative Density, and API Gravity of Liquids by Digital Density Meter 
 
ASTM D4927, Standard Test Methods for Elemental Analysis of Lubricant and Additive Components—Barium, Calcium, 
Phosphorus, Sulfur, and Zinc by Wavelength-Dispersive X-Ray Fluorescence Spectroscopy 
 
ASTM D4951, Standard Test Method for Determination of Additive Elements in Lubricating Oils by Inductively Coupled 
Plasma Atomic Emission Spectrometry 
 
ASTM D5185, Standard Test Method for Multielement Determination of Used and Unused Lubricating Oils and Base Oils 
by Inductively Coupled Plasma Atomic Emission Spectrometry (ICP-AES) 
 

 
1 API, 200 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001-5571, USA 
2 ASTM, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, P.O. Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959 USA 
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