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Special Notes

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to particular circumstances, local,
state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors, consultants, committees, or other assignees make any
warranty or representation, either express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of the
information contained herein, or assume any liability or responsibility for any use, or the results of such use, of any
information or process disclosed in this publication. Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors,
consultants, or other assignees represent that use of this publication would not infringe upon privately owned rights.

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by the Institute to assure the
accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the Institute makes no representation, warranty, or
guarantee in connection with this publication and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or
damage resulting from its use or for the violation of any authorities having jurisdiction with which this publication may
conflict.

API publications are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineering and operating
practices. These publications are not intended to obviate the need for applying sound engineering judgment
regarding when and where these publications should be utilized. The formulation and publication of API publications
is not intended in any way to inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking requirements of an API standard
is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable requirements of that standard. API does not represent,
warrant, or guarantee that such products do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher. Contact the 

Publisher, API Publishing Services, 1220 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005.

Copyright © 2014 American Petroleum Institute
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Foreword

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, for the
manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent. Neither should anything
contained in the publication be construed as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

Shall: As used in a publication, “shall” denotes a minimum requirement in order to conform to the publication.

Should: As used in a publication, “should” denotes a recommendation or that which is advised but not required in
order to conform to the specification.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the Director of Downstream of Downstream and Industry
Operations, API, 1220 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005.
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Introduction

Petroleum coke (petcoke) is a solid product of the refining process. Many products are derived from a barrel of crude
oil (e.g. gasoline and diesel) and petcoke is one of those products. After gasoline, jet fuel, diesel fuels and lubricating
oils are manufactured from crude oil, some refineries put the remaining material through additional processing called
coking. Coking uses heat to crack or break down large hydrocarbon molecules to produce “fuel grade” petcoke, a
highly stable, solid fuel as well as other grades of petcoke. Petcoke is produced from all types of crude oil including
light, sweet crude oil and heavy sour crude. Petcoke is a valued commodity around the world and there has been a
global market for petcoke for decades.

Fuel grade petcoke is an essential fuel that is used in industrial applications and manufacturing processes including
the production of steel, aluminum, and other specialty products. The United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) classifies fuel grade petcoke as a “traditional fuel” that has been historically managed as a “valuable fuel
product.” Since first produced in the U.S. in the 1930s, petcoke has been safely transported by ocean freight, barges,
rail and truck. In most locations, petcoke is staged outside in preparation for shipping domestically and internationally
as permitted and is governed by federal and state environmental and safety regulations. The use of petcoke has
enabled many North American businesses to remain competitive in the global marketplace while employing
thousands of people in manufacturing jobs with good wages and benefits. Material Safety Data sheets for petcoke
indicate it is non-toxic and non-carcinogenic and the EPA does not consider petroleum coke a hazardous product.
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