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STEP

One of the most significant long-term trends affecting the future vitality of the petroleum
industry is the public’s concemns about the environment. Recognizing this trend, API mem-
ber companies have developed a positive, forward looking strategy called STEP: Strategies
for Today’s Environmental Partnership. This program aims to address public concerns by
improving industry’s environmental, health and safety performance; documenting perfor-
mance improvements; and communicating them to the public. The foundation of STEP is
the API Environmental Mission and Guiding Environmental Principles. API standards, by
promoting the use of sound engineering and operational practices, are an important means
of implementing API’s STEP program.

API ENVIRONMENTAL MISSION AND GUIDING
ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES

The members of the American Petroleum Institute are dedicated to continuous efforts to
improve the compatibility of our operations with the environment while economically de-
veloping energy resources and supplying high quality products and services to consumers.
The members recognize the importance of efficiently meeting society’s needs and our re-
sponsibility to work with the public, the government, and others to develop and to use nat-
ural resources in an environmentally sound manner while protecting the health and safety
of our employees and the public. To meet these responsibilities, API members pledge to
manage our businesses according to these principles:

* To recognize and to respond to community concerns about our raw materials, products
and operations.

* To operate our plants and facilities, and to handle our raw materials and products in a
manner that protects the environment, and the safety and health of our employees and the
public.

* To make safety, health and environmental considerations a priority in our planning, and

our development of new products and processes.

» To advise promptly appropriate officials, employees, customers and the public of infor-
mation on significant industry-related safety, health and environmental hazards, and to
recommend protective measures.

» To counsel customers, transporters and others in the safe use, transportation and disposal
of our raw materials, products and waste materials.

* To economically develop and produce natural resources and to conserve thase resources
by using energy efficiently.

* To extend knowledge by conducting or supporting research on the safety, health and en-
vironmental effects of our raw materials, products, processes and waste materials.

* To commit to reduce overall emissions and waste generation.

* To work with others to resoive problems created by handling and disposal of hazardous
substances from our operations.

+ To participate with government and others in creating responsible laws, regulations and
standards to safeguard the community, workplace and environment.

* To promote these principles and practices by sharing experiences and offering assistance
to others who produce, handle, use, transport or dispose of similar raw materials,
petroleum products and wastes.
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SPECIAL NOTES

1. API PUBLICATIONS NECESSARILY ADDRESS PROBLEMS OF A GENERAL
NATURE. WITH RESPECT TO PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES, LOCAL, STATE,
AND FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS SHOULD BE REVIEWED.

2. APIIS NOT UNDERTAKING TO MEET THE DUTIES OF EMPLOYERS, MANU-
FACTURERS, OR SUPPLIERS TO WARN AND PROPERLY TRAIN AND EQUIP
THEIR EMPLOYEES, AND OTHERS EXPOSED, CONCERNING HEALTH AND
SAFETY RISKS AND PRECAUTIONS, NOR UNDERTAKING THEIR OBLIGATIONS
UNDER LOCAL, STATE, OR FEDERAL LAWS.

3. INFORMATION CONCERNING SAFETY AND HEALTH RISKS AND PROPER
PRECAUTIONS WITH RESPECT TO PARTICULAR MATERIALS AND CONDI-
TIONS SHOULD BE OBTAINED FROM THE EMPLOYER, THE MANUFACTURER
OR SUPPLIER OF THAT MATERIAL, OR THE MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET.

4. NOTHING CONTAINED IN ANY API PUBLICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS
GRANTING ANY RIGHT, BY IMPLICATION OR OTHERWISE, FOR THE MANU-
FACTURE, SALE, OR USE OF ANY METHOD, APPARATUS, OR PRODUCT COV-
ERED BY LETTERS PATENT. NEITHER SHOULD ANYTHING CONTAINED IN
THE PUBLICATION BE CONSTRUED AS INSURING ANYONE AGAINST LIABIL-
ITY FOR INFRINGEMENT OF LETTERS PATENT.

5. GENERALLY, API STANDARDS ARE REVIEWED AND REVISED, REAF-
FIRMED, OR WITHDRAWN AT LEAST EVERY FIVE YEARS. SOMETIMES A ONE-
TIME EXTENSION OF UP TO TWO YEARS WILL BE ADDED TO THIS REVIEW
CYCLE. THIS PUBLICATION WILL NO LONGER BE IN EFFECT FIVE YEARS AF-
TER ITS PUBLICATION DATE AS AN OPERATIVE API STANDARD OR, WHERE
AN EXTENSION HAS BEEN GRANTED, UPON REPUBLICATION. STATUS OF THE
PUBLICATION CAN BE ASCERTAINED FROM THE API AUTHORING DEPART-
MENT [TELEPHONE (202) 682-8000]. A CATALOG OF API PUBLICATIONS AND
MATERIALS IS PUBLISHED ANNUALLY AND UPDATED QUARTERLY BY API,
1220 L. STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005.
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FOREWORD

The API Central Committee on Training and Development has prepared this publication
as a “road map” to assist the industry in defining the professional development needs of its
training organizations. Sets of trainer competencies were developed to provide industry
with easily understandable and mcasurable guidelines for answering the broad question
“What is a competent traincr?”

Note: Each set of competencies described by this publication represents an ideal set from which an organization
or any of its sites can select those competencies required of its training group. The competencies are not required

by government agencies. Accordingly, employers, their employees, and federal and state agencies should not con-
strue them as de facto requirements.

'With other oil industry and professional organizations, the API Refining Group’s District
Training Conferences of the Central Committee on Training and Development promote and
enhance trainer development and networking. To industry organizations, the Central Com-
mittee offers specialized conferences that train people in how to train industry employees.
(See the appendix.)

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made
by the Institute to assure the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however,
the Institute makes no representation, warranty, or guarantee in connection with this pub-
lication and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or damage re-
sulting from its use or for the violation of any federal, state, or municipal regulation with
which this publication may conflict.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the secretary of the Central
Committee on Training and Development, American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street,
Northwest, Washington, D.C. 20005.
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