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*#- Strategia for Today’s 
- .  

Environmental Partnership 

One of the most significant long-term trends affecting the future vitality of the petro- 
leum industry is the public’s concerns about the environment. Recognizing this trend, API 
member companies have developed a positive, forward looking strategy called STEP: 
Strategies for Today’s Environmental Partnership. This program aims to address public 
concerns by improving industry’s environmental, health and safety performance; docu- 
menting performance improvements; and communicating them to the public. The founda- 
tion of STEP is the API Environmental Mission and Guiding Environmental Principles. 
API standards, by promoting the use of sound engineering and operational practices, are 
an important means of implementing MI’S STEP program. 

API ENVIRONMENTAL MISSION AND GUIDING 
ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

The members of the American Petroleum Institute are dedicated to continuous efforts to 
improve the compatibility of our operations with the environment while economically 
developing energy resources and supplying high quality products and services to consum- 
ers. The members recognize the importance of efficiently meeting society’s needs and our 
responsibility to work with the public, the government, and others to develop and to use 
natural resources in an environmentally sound manner while protecting the health and 
safety of our employees and the public. To meet these responsibilities, API members 
pledge to manage our businesses according to these principles: 

To recognize and to respond to community concerns about our raw materials, prod- 
ucts and operations. 
To operate our plants and facilities, and to handle our raw materials and products in a 
manner that protects the environment, and the safety and health of our employees 
and the public. 
To make safety, health and environmental considerations a priority in our planning, 
and our development of new products and processes. 
To advise promptly appropriate officials, employees, customers and the public of 
information on significant industq-related safety, health and environmental hazards, 
and to recommend protective measures. 
To counsel customers, transporters and others in the safe use, transportation and dis- 
posal of our raw materials, products and waste materials. 
To economically develop and produce natural resources and to conserve those 
resources by using energy efficiently. 
To extend knowledge by conducting or supporting research on the safety, health and 
environmental effects of our raw materials, products, processes and waste materials. 
To commit to reduce overall emissions and waste generation. 
To work with others to resolve problems created by handling and disposal of hazard- 
ous substances from our operations. 
To participate with government and others in creating responsible laws, regulations 
and standards to safeguard the community, workplace and environment. 
To promote these principles and practices by sharing experiences and offering assis- 
tance to others who produce, handle, use, transport or dispose of similar raw materi- 
als, petroleum products and wastes. 
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FOREWORD 

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by the 
institute to assure the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the 
institute makes no representation, warranty, or guarantee in connection with this publication and 
hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or damage resulting from its use 
or for the violation of any federal, state, or municipal regulation with which this publication may 
conflict. 

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the director of the Health and 
Environmental Affairs Department, American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20005. 
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SPECIAL NOTES 

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to particular 
circumstances, local, state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed. 

API is not undertaking to meet the duties of employers, manufacturers, or suppliers to warn 
and properly train and equip their employees, and others exposed, concerning health and safety 
risks and precautions, nor undertaking their obligations under local, state, or federal laws. 

Information concerning safety and health risks and proper precautions with respect to 
particular materials and conditions should be obdned fiom the employer, the manufacturer or 
supplier of that material, or the material safety data sheet. 

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by 
implication or otherwise, for the manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product 
covered by letters patent. Neither should anything contained in the publication be construed as 
insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent. 

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed, or withdrawn at least every 
five years. Sometimes a one-time extension of up or two years will be added to this review cycle. 
This publication will no longer be in effect five years after its publication date as an operative 
API standard or, where an extension has been granted, upon republication. Status of the 
publication can be ascertained from the API Authoring Department [telephone (202) 682-8000]. 
A catalog of API publications and materials is published annually and updated quarterly by API, 
1220 L Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. 

This document was produced under API standardization procedures that ensure appropriate 
notification and participation in the developmental process and is designed as an M I  standard 
Questions concerning the interpretation of the content of this standard or comments and 
questions concerning the procedures under which this standard was developed should be directed 
in writing to the director of the Authoring Department (shown on the title page of this 
document), American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street, NW. Washington, D.C. 20005. 
Requests for permission to reproduce or translate all or any part of the material published herein 
should also be addressed to the director. 

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by the 
Institute to assure the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the 
Institute makes no representation, warranty or guarantee in connection with this publication and 
hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or damage resulting kom its use 
or for the violation of any federal, state, or municipal regulation with which this publication may 
conflict. 

API standards are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineering 
and operating practices. These standards are not intended to obviate the need for applying sound 
engineering judgment regarding when and where these standards should be utilized. The 
formulation and publication of API standards is not intended in any way to inhibit anyone from 
using any other practices. 

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking 
requirements of an API standard is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable 
requirements of that standard. API does not represent, warrant, or guarantee that such products 
do in fact conform to the applicable API standard. 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without 
prior written permission from the publisher. Contact the Publisher, API Publishing Services, 
1220 L Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. 

Copyright Q 1997 American Peaoleurn Institute 
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REPORTED U.S. OCCUPATIONAL INJURIES, ILLNESSES, AND FATALITIES 
IN THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY: 1996 

SUMMARY 

This report is an aggregate of data submitted to the American Petroleum Institute (API) by 140 
oil and gas companies (including 12 subsidiaries), employing 228,209 persons with a total work 
experience of 463 million hours during 1996. In 1995,172 companies reported 261 , 183 
employees with a work experience of 535 million hours. Individual company participation varies 
from year to year, yet 90 companies, representing 97 percent of the number of employees and 96 
percent of the number of hours worked in 1996 had responded to this survey for the past 2 years. 

In 1996, the Total Case Incidence Rate was 2.13, compared to 2.47 for 1995. This rate is the 
number of total recordable cases per 200,000 hours worked, or approximately the number of 
cases per 100 full-time workers per year. 

The Fatal Plus Days Away From Work Incidence Rate for 1996 was S O  per 200,000 hours 
worked-r one case for every 200 employees, improving from .62 for 1995-r one case for 
every 161 employees. 

Safety among reporting companies continues to improve, as shown in the figure below. Since 
1986, the Total Case Incidence Rate and Fatal plus Days Away from Work Incidence Rate have 
improved an average of 4.5 and 7.1 percent per year, respectively. 

Reported U. S. Occupational Injuries, Illnesses, and Fatalities in the Petroleum Industry 
5.00 I 

e> 

E I I 

0.00 1 
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

-Total Case incidence Rate - - Fatal plus Days Away from Work Cases 
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The Survey 

Company participation in the API annual statistical survey is voluntary. Participants were asked to 
submit data according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Recordkeeping Guidelines for 
Occupations Injuries and Illnesses, September 1986 edition. Therefore, this report provides 
incidence rates per 200,000 hours worked on the same basis as those reported by BLS. It should 
be noted, however, that this report covers company employees only; contract worker safety 
statistics are not included. 

Significant differences exist among companies regarding return-to-work policies and practices, 
i.e., for returning injured or ill employees to restricted activity if they are unable to perform 
normal job activities and as part of their recoveries. Therefore, use of the Fatal plus Days Away 
From Work Zncidence Rates alone to judge and compare company safety performance is not 
recommended. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) publishes employment figures for different sectors of the 
petroleum industry. The following table shows the number of full-time employees given in this 
API report and the comparative total employment figures published by BLS. These figures can be 
used to calculate the API survey representation rate. 

Employment in the Petroleum Industry 

E&P and Drilling Refining and Gas Processing Oil Pipeiines Total Marketing 

API 41.9 51.0 12.0 

BLS 310.7 98.0 13.6 
Representation Rate 13% 57% 95% 

Employmentfigures are in thousands. 1996 BLIifigures are current as of April 1997 

53.6 
827.9 

6% 

Caution should be used, however, when interpreting these representation rates. As mentioned 
above, the API survey is limited to company employees while the BLS has a more inclusive 
definition of employment (the BLS includes contract workers). 

Of the 140 companies that responded, 83 agreed to have their company data published 
individually. However, the total listed for each function is the total for all reporting companies- 
not just the sum of the individual companies appearing in that section of the report. 

Additional copies of this report may be obtained by contacting the API Publications and 
Distribution Department at (202) 682-8375. 
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