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SPECIAL NOTES

 

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to partic-
ular circumstances, local, state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

API is not undertaking to meet the duties of employers, manufacturers, or suppliers to
warn and properly train and equip their employees, and others exposed, concerning health
and safety risks and precautions, nor undertaking their obligations under local, state, or
federal laws.

Information concerning safety and health risks and proper precautions with respect to par-
ticular materials and conditions should be obtained from the employer, the manufacturer or
supplier of that material, or the material safety data sheet.

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by
implication or otherwise, for the manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or prod-
uct covered by letters patent. Neither should anything contained in the publication be con-
strued as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed, or withdrawn at least every
five years. Sometimes a one-time extension of up to two years will be added to this review
cycle. This publication will no longer be in effect five years after its publication date as an
operative API standard or, where an extension has been granted, upon republication. Status
of the publication can be ascertained from the API Authoring Department [telephone (202)
682-8000]. A catalog of API publications and materials is published annually and updated
quarterly by API, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.

This document was produced under API standardization procedures that ensure appropri-
ate notification and participation in the developmental process and is designated as an API
standard. Questions concerning the interpretation of the content of this standard or com-
ments and questions concerning the procedures under which this standard was developed
should be directed in writing to the director of the Authoring Department (shown on the title
page of this document), American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20005.

API standards are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineer-
ing and operating practices. These standards are not intended to obviate the need for apply-
ing sound engineering judgment regarding when and where these standards should be
utilized. The formulation and publication of API standards is not intended in any way to
inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking
requirements of an API standard is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable
requirements of that standard. API does not represent, warrant, or guarantee that such prod-
ucts do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.

 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 

without prior written permission from the publisher. Contact the Publisher, 
API Publishing Services, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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FOREWORD

 

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by
the Institute to assure the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the
Institute makes no representation, warranty, or guarantee in connection with this publication
and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or damage resulting
from its use or for the violation of any federal, state, or municipal regulation with which this
publication may conflict.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the director of the Manufactur-
ing, Distribution and Marketing Department, American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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Developing a Highway Emergency Response Plan
for Incidents Involving Hazardous Materials

 

0 Introduction

 

Responsible business practice suggests that companies
develop programs to respond effectively to transportation
accidents involving their hazardous materials. Companies
have responsibilities that transcend business consider-
ations and public relations: they have social responsibili-
ties to react promptly and properly to emergencies in
which they are involved. The ability to properly respond to
transportation incidents should be the concern of those
who have title to the materials; those who have custody of
them; and those who have responsibility for them through
contractual agreements, other kinds of agreements, or
some other association with them. In keeping with those
responsibilities, API has adopted these recommended
guidelines for developing an emergency response plan for
transportation emergencies primarily involving liquid
hydrocarbons, such as gasoline, crude oil, and other haz-
ardous materials transported in MC 306/DOT 406 and MC
307/DOT 407 aluminum cargo tanks.

Because of increasing demands for the many different
products that the petroleum industry manufactures and
transports, some government emergency response agen-
cies may have difficulty maintaining the technical exper-
tise needed to deal safely and effectively with
transportation incidents involving hazardous materials.
Company emergency response plans based on these guide-
lines assure that technical expertise will be available to
mitigate incidents that occur.

A transportation emergency exists when sufficient quan-
tities of hazardous materials escape or threaten to escape
from their transportation containers to endanger people,
the environment, or property. Emergency response plans
should be devised for all hazardous raw materials, inter-
mediate and finished products, and waste materials that are
transported (see Section 4.3).

An Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) standard (29 

 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)

 

Part 1910.120) requires industry employers whose
employees might respond to an emergency (even just as
advisors) to have a plan in place. The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) adopted the same standard for pub-
lic sector employers in 40 

 

CFR

 

 Part 311. A Department of
Transportation standard (49 

 

CFR

 

 130) requires that per-
sons transporting petroleum oils must have a plan in place
that prescribes prevention, containment, and response to
off-site transportation incidents.

Once a public agency arrives on the scene of a hazard-
ous materials emergency, that agency normally takes the

lead in managing the incident. In some states, the law
determines who takes charge of an incident. In any case,
decisions made during the first 30 minutes of an incident
set the stage for subsequent operations. These decisions
may determine whether damage to life, property, and the
environment will be done in addition to that which will
occur strictly as a result of the initial incident. The degree
and quality of an affected company’s participation in this
decision-making process generally depends on whether it
has an emergency response plan in place.

As response operations progress, state, federal, industry,
and contractor personnel may become involved in addition
to the original responders. The extent of their involvement
will depend on decisions made within the critical first 30
minutes and the capability of the original responders. Dur-
ing the development and implementation of an emergency
response plan, emergency response personnel from local
fire and police departments, and other appropriate govern-
ment entities should be consulted. These civil agencies
must be made aware of local industry response plans so
that efforts to control an incident can be properly coordi-
nated and confusion about the chain of command can be
avoided.

For some types of hazardous materials incidents, public
safety agencies may not be able to train personnel in
appropriate response techniques. To help fill this gap in
knowledge, industry should keep public safety agencies
informed of industry’s capabilities and should offer to sup-
plement the training of local fire department and other
emergency response agency personnel in the safe handling
of their products.

 

1 Scope

 

This recommended practice outlines and recommends
minimum guidelines for developing an emergency
response plan for incidents involving hazardous liquid
hydrocarbons, such as gasoline and crude oil, and other
hazardous materials transported in MC 306/DOT 406 and
MC 307/DOT 407 aluminum cargo tanks and for coordi-
nating and cooperating with local, state, and federal
officials. These guidelines should be modified to reflect
local, state, and federal regulations and individual com-
pany legal considerations and response capabilities. The
appendixes to this recommended practice outline a high-
way emergency response plan (Appendix A) and suggest a
procedure for removing liquid hydrocarbons from over-
turned cargo tanks and righting the tank vehicles
(Appendix B).
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