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SPECIAL NOTES

 

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to partic-
ular circumstances, local, state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

API is not undertaking to meet the duties of employers, manufacturers, or suppliers to
warn and properly train and equip their employees, and others exposed, concerning health
and safety risks and precautions, nor undertaking their obligations under local, state, or fed-
eral laws.

Information concerning safety and health risks and proper precautions with respect to par-
ticular materials and conditions should be obtained from the employer, the manufacturer or
supplier of that material, or the material safety data sheet.

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by
implication or otherwise, for the manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or prod-
uct covered by letters patent. Neither should anything contained in the publication be con-
strued as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmed, or withdrawn at least every
five years. Sometimes a one-time extension of up to two years will be added to this review
cycle. This publication will no longer be in effect five years after its publication date as an
operative API standard or, where an extension has been granted, upon republication. Status
of the publication can be ascertained from the API Upstream Segment [telephone (202) 682-
8000]. A catalog of API publications and materials is published annually and updated quar-
terly by API, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.

This document was produced under API standardization procedures that ensure appropri-
ate notification and participation in the developmental process and is designated as an API
standard. Questions concerning the interpretation of the content of this standard or com-
ments and questions concerning the procedures under which this standard was developed
should be directed in writing to the standardization manager, American Petroleum Institute,
1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. Requests for permission to reproduce or
translate all or any part of the material published herein should also be addressed to the gen-
eral manager.

API standards are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineer-
ing and operating practices. These standards are not intended to obviate the need for apply-
ing sound engineering judgment regarding when and where these standards should be
utilized. The formulation and publication of API standards is not intended in any way to
inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking
requirements of an API standard is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable
requirements of that standard. API does not represent, warrant, or guarantee that such prod-
ucts do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.

 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 

without prior written permission from the publisher. Contact the Publisher, 
API Publishing Services, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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FOREWORD

 

This Recommended Practice is under the jurisdiction of the API Executive Committee on
Drilling and Production Operations.

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by
the Institute to assure the accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the
Institute makes no representation, warranty, or guarantee in connection with this publication
and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or damage resulting
from its use or for the violation of any federal, state, or municipal regulation with which this
publication may conflict.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the standardization manager,
American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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1

 

Onshore Oil and Gas Production Practices for Protection of the Environment

 

1 Scope

 

This standard provides environmentally sound practices for
domestic onshore oil and gas production operations. It is
intended to be applicable to contractors as well as operators.
Facilities within the scope of this document include all pro-
duction facilities, including produced water handling facili-
ties. Offshore and arctic areas are beyond the scope of this
document. Operational coverage begins with the design and
construction of access roads and well locations and ends with
abandonment/ restoration operations. Gas compression for
transmission purposes or production operations, such as gas
lift, pressure maintenance, or enhanced oil recovery is
included; however, gas processing for liquids recovery is not
addressed.

 

2 References

 

2.1 REFERENCE STANDARDS

 

This recommended practice includes by reference, either in
total or in part, the following standards. Users should investi-
gate use of the appropriate portion of the most recent editions
of the standards listed below:

API

Bull E2

 

Bulletin on Management of Naturally
Occurring Radioactive Materials (NORM)
in Oil and Gas Production

 

Bull E3

 

Well Abandonment and Inactive Well Prac-
tices for U.S. Exploration and Production
Operations, Environmental Guidance
Document

 

API Environmental Guidance Document: 

 

Onshore Solid
Waste Management in Exploration and
Production Operations

API

 

 

 

Remediation of Salt-Affected Soils at Oil and Gas Pro-
duction Facilities

API

 

 

 

Guidelines for Commercial Exploration and Produc-
tion Waste Management Facilities 

 

Spec 7B–11C

 

Specification for Internal-Combustion
Reciprocating Engines for Oil Field
Service

 

RP 7C–11F

 

Recommended Practice for Installation,
Maintenance, and Operation of Internal-
Combustion Engines

 

Bull 11K

 

Data Sheet for the Design of Air Exchange
Coolers

 

Spec 11N

 

Specification for Lease Automatic Custody
Transfer (LACT) Equipment

 

Spec 11P

 

Specification for Packaged High Speed
Separable Engine-Driven Reciprocating
Gas Compressors

 

Spec 12B

 

Specification for Bolted Tanks for Storage
of Production Liquids

 

Spec 12D

 

Specification for Field Welded Tanks for
Storage of Production Liquids

 

Spec 12F

 

Specification for Shop Welded Tanks for
Storage of Production Liquids

 

Spec 12J S

 

pecification for Oil and Gas Separators

 

Spec 12K

 

Specification for Indirect-Type Oil Field
Heaters

 

Spec 12L

 

Specification for Vertical and Horizontal
Emulsion Treaters

 

RP 12N

 

Recommended Practice for Operations,
Maintenance and Testing of Firebox Flame
Arresters

 

RP 49

 

Recommended Practices for Drilling and
Drill Stem Testing of Wells Containing
Hydrogen Sulfide

 

RP 53

 

Recommended Practices for Blowout Pre-
vention Equipment Systems for Drilling
Wells

 

RP 55

 

Recommended Practices for Conducting
Oil and Gas Producing and Gas Process-
ing Plant Operations Involving Hydrogen
Sulfide

 

NACE

 

1

 

Std MR0175

 

Standard Material Requirements Sulfide
Stress Cracking Resistant Metallic Materi-
als for Oilfield Equipment

 

RP0475

 

Selection of Metallic Materials to be Used
in All Phases of Waste Handling for Injec-
tion Into Oil Bearing Formations

 

3 Acronyms and Abbreviations

 

The following acronyms and abbreviations are used in this
standard:

API American Petroleum Institute
BOPE Blowout Preventer Equipment
E&P Exploration and Production
ESD Emergency Shut Down
IC Internal Combustion
LACT Lease Automatic Custody Transfer
mg/l milligrams per liter
NORM Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials
PCB Polychlorinated Biphenyls

 

1

 

NACE International (National Association of Corrosion Engi-
neers), P.O. Box 218340, Houston, Texas 77218-8340.
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