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Special Notes

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to particular circumstances, local,
state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors, consultants, committees, or other assignees make any
warranty or representation, either express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of the
information contained herein, or assume any liability or responsibility for any use, or the results of such use, of any
information or process disclosed in this publication. Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors,
consultants, or other assignees represent that use of this publication would not infringe upon privately owned rights.

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by the Institute to assure the
accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the Institute makes no representation, warranty, or
guarantee in connection with this publication and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility for loss or
damage resulting from its use or for the violation of any authorities having jurisdiction with which this publication may
conflict.

API publications are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineering and operating
practices. These publications are not intended to obviate the need for applying sound engineering judgment
regarding when and where these publications should be utilized. The formulation and publication of API publications
is not intended in any way to inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the marking requirements of an API standard
is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable requirements of that standard. API does not represent,
warrant, or guarantee that such products do in fact conform to the applicable API standard.

Classified areas may vary depending on the location, conditions, equipment, and substances involved in any given
situation. Users of this Technical Report should consult with the appropriate authorities having jurisdiction.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher. Contact the 

Publisher, API Publishing Services, 1220 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005.

Copyright © 2015 American Petroleum Institute
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Foreword

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, for the
manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent. Neither should anything
contained in the publication be construed as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

Shall: As used in a standard, “shall” denotes a minimum requirement in order to conform to the specification.

Should: As used in a standard, “should” denotes a recommendation or that which is advised but not required in order
to conform to the specification. 

Suggested revisions are invited and should be submitted to the Standards Department, API, 1220 L Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20005, standards@api.org.
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1 

Guidance on Changes to API Q1, Ninth Edition 

1 Scope 

This document is written for experienced quality professionals seeking to implement the new requirements of 
API Q1, Ninth Edition (Q1, 9th) and to gain a deeper understanding of the requirements with an overall view to 
improving their quality management system (QMS) and conformance to Q1, 9th. 

While Q1, 9th was created independently of ISO 9001:2008, the specification continues to satisfy those 
requirements and the supplemental requirements in API Q1, Eighth Edition (Q1, 8th). The formatting of Q1, 
9th was revised to align with API Q2, First Edition and to follow a chronological order in the production and 
delivery of the product. 

2 Normative References 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

API Specification Q1, Specification for Quality Programs for the Petroleum, Petrochemical and Natural Gas 
Industry, Eighth Edition 

API Specification Q1, Specification for Quality Management System Requirements for Manufacturing 
Organizations for the Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry, Ninth Edition 

API Specification Q2, Specification for Quality Management System Requirements for Service Supply 
Organizations for the Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry 

3 Terms, Definitions, Acronyms, and Abbreviations 

3.1 Terms and Definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in API Q1 apply. 

3.2 Acronyms and Abbreviations 

DAC  design acceptance criteria 

KPI key performance indicator 

MOC management of change 

Q1, 8th API Specification Q1, Eighth Edition 

Q1, 9th API Specification Q1, Ninth Edition 

QMS quality management system 
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2 API TECHNICAL REPORT 18TR1 

4 Changes from Previous Edition 

1 Scope 

Intent of Section 

The intent of this section is to outline the areas to which the specification applies. 

Changes from Previous Edition 

— Q1, 8th included provisions for service supply organizations, which are now covered by API Q2.  

— Added 5.8 to the list as an excludable section. 

3 Terms, Definitions, and Abbreviations 

Intent of Section 

The intent of this section is to specify terms and definitions in addition to those given in ISO 9000. 

Changes from Previous Edition 

Q1, 9th eliminated 2 terms, added 12 new terms, expanded on 2 terms, and renamed 1 term. Abbreviations 
were added to Q1, 9th that were not present in Q1, 8th. 

Eliminated the following Q1, 8th terms:  

— 3.1.9 field nonconformity, 

— 3.1.11 tender. 

Added the following terms to Q1, 9th:  

— 3.1.4 collection, 

— 3.1.5 compliance, 

— 3.1.6 critical, 

— 3.1.11 first article, 

— 3.1.12 key performance indicator (KPI), 

— 3.1.13 legal requirement, 

— 3.1.14 management [noun], 

— 3.1.16 outsource [outsourced activity], 

— 3.1.17 preventive maintenance, 

— 3.1.19 risk, 

— 3.1.20 service, 

— 3.1.21 servicing. 
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Expanded the following terms: 

— 3.1.9 design validation was modified to include a note that provides examples of design validation that 
were previously in Q1, 8th, 7.3.6; 

— 3.1.10 design verification was modified to include a note that provides examples of design verification that 
were previously in Q1, 8th, 7.3.5. 

Renamed the following term: 

— in Q1, 8th, 3.1.4 control feature was renamed 3.1.18 procedure. 

4 Quality Management System Requirements 

This section consolidated requirements from Sections 4, 5, and 6 of Q1, 8th. 

4.1 Quality Management System 

4.1.1 General 

Intent of Section 

The intent of this section is to establish requirements related to the QMS.  

Changes from Previous Edition 

— Added the terms “at all times” and “for all products and servicing provided for use in the petroleum and 
natural gas industry.” 

4.1.2 Quality Policy 

Intent of Section 

The intent of this section is to establish requirements related to the quality policy.  

Changes from Previous Edition 

— Added the requirement for the quality policy to be communicated, understood, implemented, and 
maintained at all relevant functions and levels within the organization. 

4.1.3 Quality Objectives 

Intent of Section 

The intent of this section is to establish requirements related to the quality objectives.  

Changes from Previous Edition 

— Changed the responsibility for establishing quality objectives from top management to management with 
approval from top management.  

— Expanded the requirement for quality objectives to include customer requirements. 
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