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? I SO (the I nternation al  Organi zation  for Standardi zati on )  is  a worldwide federati on  of nation al  stan dards bodies 
(I SO m em ber bodi es) .  The work of preparing  I ntern ational  Stan dards is n orm all y carried  ou t throug h I SO 
technical  com m ittees.  Each m em ber body interested in  a subject for which a technical  com m ittee has been  
establ ished has the right to  be represented on  that com m ittee.  I ntern ati on al  org ani zations,  g overnm ental  an d 
non-governm ental,  in  l i aison with  I SO,  also take part in  the work.  I SO col laborates closel y with  the 
I nternational  Electrotechnical  Com m ission (I EC)  on  al l  m atters of electrotechnical  standardi zati on.  

I nternational  Stan dards are drafted i n  accordance wi th  the ru les g iven in  the I SO/I EC Directi ves,  Part 2.  

The m ain  task of technical  com m ittees is to prepare I nternational  Standards.  Draft I nternation al  Standards 
adopted by the tech nical  com m ittees are circulated  to the m em ber bodi es for voting .  Pu bl icati on  as an  
I nternational  Standard requ ires approval  by at least 75 % of the m em ber bodi es casting  a vote.  

Attenti on  is drawn to th e possibi l i ty that som e of the elem ents of this docum ent m ay be th e subject of patent 
rights.  I SO shall  not be held responsi ble for identifyi ng  an y or al l  such  patent righ ts.  

I SO 1 4025 was prepared by Technical  Com m ittee I SO/TC 207,  Environmental management,  Subcom m ittee 
SC 3,  Environmental labelling.  

This first edition of I SO 1 4025 cancels and replaces I SO/TR 1 4025:2000,  which  has been tech nicall y revised.  
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Type I I I  environm ental  declarations present qu antified environm ental  inform ation  on  th e l i fe cycle of a produ ct  
to en able com parisons between products fulfi l l i ng  the sam e function.  Such declarations 

? are provi ded by on e or m ore organi zations,  

? are based on  i ndepen dently verified l i fe cycle assessm ent (LCA)  data,  l i fe cycle inventory anal ysis (LCI )  
data or i nform ation  m odules in  accordance with  the I SO 1 4040 series of standards and,  where relevant,  
additi onal  environm ental  inform ation,  

? are developed using  predeterm ined param eters,  and 

? are subject to the adm inistration  of a program m e operator,  such  as  a com pan y or a group of com panies,  
industrial  sector or trade association,  public authorities or agenci es,  or an  independent sci entific body or 
other organ i zati on.  

Type I I I  en vironm ental  decl arations as described i n  thi s I nternati onal  Standard are prim ari ly in ten ded for use 
in  business-to-busi ness com m unication,  bu t their use in  busin ess-to-consum er com m unication is n ot 
precluded.  I t is  recogn i zed that a developer of a Type I I I  environm ental  declarati on  cannot precisel y determ ine 
the audience.  H owever,  i t i s  im portant to  consi der the inform ation needs of d ifferent purchaser or user groups,  
for instance large busin esses,  sm all  and m edium  sized enterprises (SMEs) ,  publ i c procurem ent agencies an d 
consum ers.  Those responsible for developi ng  Type I I I  environm ental  declarati ons and program m es based on  
this I n ternational  Standard wi l l  n eed to pay du e attenti on  to  the level  of awareness of the target au di ence.  

I n  program m es based on this I nternational  Standard,  the org an i zati on  m aking  the declaration  wi l l  be required 
to ensure that data are i ndependently verified  eith er in ternall y or externall y.  This could,  but does not 
necessari l y,  m ean th ird-party verification  except in  the case of business-to-consum er declarati ons.  I SO 
provides a gen eral  definition  for “certificati on” (procedure by which  a third  party g ives written  assurance th at a 
product or process conform s to specified requ irem ents) .  Neverth eless,  “certi fication” is u nderstood an d 
conducted differentl y in  different reg ions.  To avoid  confusion,  th is I ntern ati onal  Standard uses the term  “third-
party verification” instead of “certification”.  

H arm oni zation  of general  program m e instructions and particu larl y product category rules (PCR)  are 
encourag ed between program m es to m eet the principle of com parabi l ity.  This includes m utual  recogn iti on  of 
rules with  respect to PCR developm ent,  PCR review and  verificati on  procedures,  adm inistrative procedures 
and declarati on  form at.  To ensure com parabi l i ty,  program m e operators are encou raged to work cooperati vely 
to achieve h arm oni zation  of the program m es and to develop m utual  recogn ition  ag reem ents.  

N OTE I n  the practice of developing  Type I I I  envi ronm ental  declarations,  prog ramm es or their declarations are 
referred to by various names su ch  as Eco-Leaf,  eco-profi le,  environmental  declarati on of product,  envi ronmental  product 
declaration  (EPD)  and environm ental  profi le.  
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?

1  Scope 

This International  Standard establ ishes the principles and  specifies  the procedures for developing  Type I I I  
environmental  declaration  programmes and Type I I I  environmental  declarations.  I t specifical ly establ ishes the 
use of the ISO 1 4040 series of standards in  the development of Type I I I  environmental  declaration  
programmes and Type I I I  environmental  declarations.  

This International  Standard establ ishes principles for the use of environmental  information,  in  addition to those 
given in  ISO 1 4020.  

Type I I I  environmental  declarations as described in  this International  Standard are primari ly intended for use 
in  business-to-business communication,  but their use in  business-to-consumer communication  under certain  
conditions is not precluded.  

This International  Standard does not override,  or in  any way change,  legal ly required environmental  
information,  claims or label l ing,  or any other applicable legal  requirements.  

This International  Standard does not include sector-specific provisions,  which  may be dealt with  in  other ISO 
documents.  I t is  intended that sector-specific provisions in  other ISO documents related to Type I I I  
environmental  declarations be based on and use the principles and procedures of this International  Standard.  

2 Normative references 

The fol lowing  referenced documents are indispensable for the appl ication of this document.  For dated 
references,  only the edition  cited applies.  For undated references,  the latest edition  of the referenced 
document (including  any amendments)  applies.  

ISO 1 4020:2000,  Environmental labels and declarations — General principles 

ISO 1 4021 :1 999,  Environmental labels and declarations — Self-declared environmental claims (Type II 
environmental labelling)  

ISO 1 4024:1 999,  Environmental labels and declarations — Type I environmental labelling — Principles and 
procedures 

ISO 1 4040:20061 ),  Environmental management — Life cycle assessment — Principles and framework 

ISO 1 4044:20061 ),  Environmental management — Life cyle assessment — Requirements and guidelines 

ISO 1 4050,  Environmental management — Vocabulary 

                                                      

1 )  ISO 1 4040:2006 and ISO 1 4044:2006 cancel  and replace ISO 1 4040:1 997,  ISO 1 4041 :1 998,  ISO 1 4042:2000 and 
ISO 1 4043:2000.  
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3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of th is document,  the terms and definitions g iven in  ISO 1 4050 and the fol lowing  apply.  

NOTE Terms are not defined where they retain  their normal  dictionary defini tion.  Where bold type is used within  a 
defini tion,  this indicates a cross-reference to another term defined in  th is clause,  and the number reference for the term is 
g iven  in  parentheses.  

3.1  
environmental  label  
environmental  declaration 
claim  which indicates the environmental  aspects of a product  (3.1 1 )  or service 

NOTE An  environmental  label  or declaration  may take the form of a statement,  symbol  or graphic on  a product or 
package label,  in  product l i terature,  in  technical  bul letins,  in  advertising  or in  publ ici ty,  amongst other things.  

[ISO 1 4020:2000]  

3.2 
Type III  environmental  declaration 
environmental  declaration (3.1 )  providing  quantified environmental  data using  predetermined parameters 
and,  where relevant,  additional  environmental  information  

NOTE 1  The predetermined parameters are based on the ISO 1 4040 series of standards,  which  is made up of 
ISO 1 4040 and ISO 1 4044.  

NOTE 2  The additional  environmental  information  may be quantitative or quali tative.  

3.3 
Type III  environmental  declaration programme  
voluntary programme for the development and use of Type III  environmental  declarations  (3.2) ,  based on  a 
set of operating  rules 

3.4 
programme operator 
body or bodies that conduct a Type III  environmental  declaration programme  (3.3)  

NOTE A programme operator can  be a company or a group of companies,  industrial  sector or trade association,  
public authorities or agencies,  or an  independent scientific body or other organization.  

3.5 
product category rules 
PCR 
set of specific rules,  requirements and guidel ines for developing  Type III  environmental  declarations  (3.2)  
for one or more product  categories  (3.1 2)  

3.6 
PCR review 
process whereby a third party  (3. 1 0)  panel  verifies the product category rules  (3.5)  

3.7 
competence 
demonstrated personal  attributes and demonstrated abil i ty to apply knowledge and  ski l ls 

[ISO 1 901 1 :2002]  

3.8 
verifier 
person or body that carries out verification  (3.9)  
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3.9 
verification 
confirm ation,  throug h th e provision  of objecti ve evidence,  th at specified requirem ents have been fulfi l led 

[I SO 9000:2005]  

3.1 0 
third  party 
person or bod y that is recogn i zed as bei ng  i ndepen dent of the parties in volved,  as concerns the issues in  
questi on  

N OTE “Parti es i nvolved” are usu ally supplier (“first party”)  and purchaser (“second party”)  interests.  

[I SO 1 4024:1 999]  

3.1 1  
product 
an y goods or service 

[I SO 1 4024:1 999]  

3.1 2 
product category 
group of products  (3. 1 1 )  th at can fulfi l  equi valent functions 

3.1 3 
information module 
com pilation  of data to be used as a basis for a Type III  environmental  declaration  (3. 2) ,  covering  a u nit 
process or a com binati on  of unit processes th at are part of the l ife cycle  (3. 20)  of a product  (3. 1 1 )  

3.1 4 
functional  unit 
quan tified  perform ance of a product system  for use as a reference un it 

[I SO 1 4040:2006]  

3.1 5 
interested party 
person or body i nterested i n  or affected by th e developm ent and use of a Type II I  environmental  declaration  
(3. 2)  

3.1 6 
consumer 
individual  m em ber of the general  pu bl ic purchasing  or using  goods,  property or services for pri vate purposes 

(Reference [5],  su bclause 4. 3)  

3.1 7 
environmental  aspect 
elem ent of an  organ i zati on's activiti es,  products or services that can i nteract with  the environm ent 

[I SO 1 4040:2006]  

3.1 8 
environmental  impact 
an y change to the en vironm ent,  whether adverse or beneficial ,  wholl y or partial l y resultin g  from  an 
organ i zati on's environmental  aspects  (3. 1 7)  

[I SO 1 4001 :2004]  
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3.1 9 
comparative assertion 
environm ental  claim  regardin g  the superiority or equi valence of one product versus a com peting  product  
(3. 1 1 )  that perform s the sam e function  

[I SO 1 4040:2006]  

3.20 
l ife cycle 
consecuti ve an d interl inked stag es of a product system ,  from  raw m aterial  acquisi tion or generation from  
natural  resources to  final  di sposal  

[I SO 1 4040:2006]  

4 Objectives 

The overal l  g oal  of en vironm ental  labels and  declarations is  to  encourage the dem and for,  and  suppl y of,  
those products that cause less stress on  the en vironm ent,  throu gh  com m unication  of verifiable and accurate 
inform ation  that is not m isleading,  thereby stim ulatin g  the potential  for m arket-driven  continu ou s 
environm ental  im provem ent.  

The objectives of Type I I I  environm ental  declarations are as fol lows:  

a)  to provi de LCA-based inform ation  and addition al  inform ation  on the environm ental  aspects of products;  

b)  to assist purchasers and  u sers to m ake inform ed com parisons between products;  th ese declarations are 
not com parati ve asserti ons;  

c)  to encourage im provem ent of environm ental  perform ance;  

d)  to provi de inform ation  for assessing  the en vironm ental  im pacts of products over their l i fe cycle.  

5 Principles 

5.1  Relationship with ISO 1 4020 

I n  additi on  to the requ irem ents of this I nternational  Standard,  the pri nciples set out in  I SO 1 4020 shall  apply.  
Where this I nternation al  Standard provides for m ore specific requirem ents than I SO 1 4020,  such  specifi c 
requirem ents shal l  appl y.  

5.2 Voluntary nature 

The developm ent and  operation  of Type I I I  environm ental  declaration  program m es and the developm ent and  
use of Type I I I  en vironm ental  declarati ons are volun tary.  This I nternati on al  Standard provides requirem ents 
for an organ i zati on choosing  to develop and operate such a program m e or to develop an d use such 
declarations.  

5.3 Life cycle basis 

I n  the developm ent of Type I I I  environm ental  decl arations,  al l  relevant environm ental  aspects of the produ ct 
throug hout i ts l i fe cycle sh all  be taken i nto consideration  and becom e part of the declarati on.  I f the aspects 
considered to be relevant do n ot cover al l  stages of the l i fe cycle then th is shall  be stated and justified.  The 
data sh al l  be gen erated u sing  th e pri nciples,  fram ework,  m ethodologies and practices establ ish ed by the 
I SO 1 4040 series of stan dards (i . e.  I SO 1 4040 an d I SO 1 4044) .  

Relevant environm ental  aspects that h ave not been covered by LCA shall  be addressed usi ng  other 
appropriate m ethods.  
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