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Paints and related materials—Methods of test 

Method 203.1:  Skin formation 

 

METHOD 

1   SCOPE 

This Standard sets out the alternative procedures for determining the susceptibility of a 

paint to skinning on storage. 

2   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS 

1580 Paints and related materials—Methods of test 

1580.101.4 Method 101.4: Conditions of test—Temperature control 

1580.102.1 Method 102.1: Sampling procedure 

1580.103.1 Method 103.1: Preliminary examination and preparation of samples for 

testing 

2854 Tinplate cans for general use 

3   PRINCIPLE 

A container of paint is allowed to stand for a specified period and the susceptibility of the 

paint to form a skin during storage is determined using one of the following methods: 

(a) Method A   The container is held in an oven at 50°C for 24 h before examination. 

NOTE: Time and temperature variations may be specified by agreement between interested 

parties. 

(b) Method B   The container is held at ambient temperature for 7 d before examination. 

4   OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Care should be taken when opening container lids. Refer Manufacturer’s Safety Data Sheet 

(MSDS) when handling products. 

5   APPARATUS 

The following apparatus is required: 

(a) Container   Tinplate and of 250 mL capacity, with a tightly fitting lid, complying 

with AS 2854. 

(b) Spatula 

(c) Oven   Capable of maintaining the test container at 50 ±3°C (Method A only). 
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6   SAMPLE 

A representative sample of the paint shall be taken as specified in AS 1580.102.1 and 

prepared in accordance with the procedures described in AS 1580.103.1. 

7   PROCEDURE 

7.1   General 

The procedure of either Clause 7.2 for Method A or Clause 7.3 for Method B shall be used. 

7.2   Method A 

The procedure shall be as follows: 

(a) Approximately half fill the container with paint, place the lid on tightly and 

momentarily invert the container to seal the lid. 

(b) Stand the container upright in the oven at 50 ±3°C for 24 h. 

(c) Remove the container from the oven, taking care not to dislodge the lid. 

(d) Allow the container to stand for 2 h. 

(e) Open the container and test the surface of the paint with a spatula to see whether any 

skin has formed. Examine the walls and the lid for the presence of skin. 

7.3   Method B 

The procedure shall be as follows: 

(a) Approximately half fill the container with paint, place the lid on tightly and 

momentarily invert the container to seal the lid. 

(b) Allow the container to stand upright for 7 days under the routine conditions specified 

in AS 1580.101.4. 

(c) Open the container and test the surface of the paint with a spatula to see whether any 

skin has formed. Examine the walls and the lid for the presence of skin. 

8   REPORT 

The test report shall contain the following information: 

(a) Name of testing authority. 

(b) Name of person performing the test. 

(c) Date of test and report number. 

(d) Identification of material under test. 

(e) The presence or absence of skin. 

(f) Reference to this Standard, i.e., AS 1580.203.1, Method A or Method B.
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