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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee TM/7, Sawn, Milled and
Speciality Timber Products. It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards
Australia on 20 October 1993 and published on 17 January 1994.

The following interests are represented on Committee TM/7:
Australian Federation of Timber Merchants Association
Australian Hardwood Quality Council
Australian Timber Importers Federation
Forestry Commission of New South Wales
National Association of Forest Industries
Queensland Forest Service
Radiata Pine Association of Australia
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology

Woods and Forest Department South Australia

Review of Australian Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are
subject to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as
necessary. It is important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest
edition, and any amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The
Australian Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications,
new editions and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards
Australia, are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard
should be made without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 91115.
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AS 1729—1994 (Reconfirmed) 2016-07-15

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

RECONFIRMATION

OF
AS 1729—1994
Timber—Handles for tools

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE

Technical Committee TM-012 has reviewed the content of this publication and in
accordance with Standards Australia procedures for reconfirmation, it has been
determined that the publication is still valid and does not require change.

Certain documents referenced in the publication may have been amended since the
original date of publication. Users are advised to ensure that they are using the latest
versions of such documents as appropriate, unless advised otherwise in this
Reconfirmation Notice.

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards Australia procedures for
reconfirmation on 20 May 2016.

The following are represented on Technical Committee TM-012:

Australian and New Zealand Timber Preservative Manufacturers Association
Australian Forest Products Association

Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority
Australian Timber Flooring Association

Australian Timber Importers Federation

Building Research Association of New Zealand
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (QLD)
Engineered Wood Products Association of Australasia
Forest and Wood Products Australia

Forestry Corporation of NSW

Glued Laminated Timber Association of Australia
Master Builders Australia

NATSPEC

New Zealand Timber Industry Federation

New Zealand Timber Preservation Council

New Zealand Wood Processors Association

Responsible Care New Zealand

Scion

Tasmanian Timber Promotion Board

Timber Preservers Association of Australia
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Sawn, Milled and
Speciality Timber Products to supersede AS 1729—1975, Timber handles for tools. After
allowing sufficient time for adjustment the previous edition will be withdrawn on June 30,
1994.

This revision was undertaken to provide uniform tolerances and grade limits for timber
handles which reflect current log supply characteristics. This has resulted in changes to
style, format and expression, which accommodate current Standards Australia practice and
include the following:

(a) Grade C for non-striking tool handles of Australian species has been deleted, leaving
two grades only for both striking and non-striking tool handles.

(b)  For hickory handles, Grades AAW, AR and BR have been eliminated, leaving Grades
AW and BW.

(c) Manufacturers’ eye sizes have been deleted to avoid confusion with replacement
sizes.

(d) Tables referring to non-striking tool handles in Appendix C have been revised,
deleting small hand tool handles and placing greater emphasis on long and short
shovel handles.

These changes are intended to reflect current raw material supply and to establish realistic
and achievable requirements.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendices. An ‘informative’ appendix is for information and guidance only.

© Copyright — STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information
on commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.
Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Timber—Handles for tools

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

11 SUIOE This Standard describes quality requirements for hickory and Australian
hardwood handles for striking and non-striking hand tools.

The requirements for hickory handles apply equally to striking and non-striking tools.
Separate requirements are specified for Australian hardwood handles for striking and
non-striking tools.

Recommended patterns and dimensions of handles, and timber species recommended for
handles, are given in the appendices.

12 COCEOEE e e oo S The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1080 Methods of testing timber
1080.1 Method 1: Moisture content”

1148 Nomenclature of commercial timbers imported into Australia
1728 Types of timber surfaces
2543 Nomenclature of Australian timbers

o1 Glossary of terms used in timber Standards

10 OO0 S For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions given in AS O1
and those below apply:

100 O DR A0 OO T T+—a small hole or patch of disturbed grain.

1012 [CLN0T—the mass per unit volume, usually expressed in kilograms per cubic
metre and, where applied to seasoned timber, measured when the timber is at 12%
moisture content.

1000 O T +—elongated, thick-walled, narrow structural elements (cells) of which wood
is largely composed.

1014 [OCLLL (I T—prominent discolouration, usually blue, which obscures the grain of
the wood.

T [LCEEH) CEE T —a steep local deviation of grain from the general slope of grain.
(Known as ‘dipped grain’ in hickory.)

1000 QMO O T—a stain which does not obscure the grain of the wood.

10007 O [MCCE O T —calcareous and other types of organic substances that occur in
certain timbers. Visible forms of mineral deposit range from small white or yellow flecks
in the pores to comparatively large masses in fissures and other cavities in the wood.

* In course of revision.
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5 AS 1729—1994

1010 OOT0T O T—abnormal wood typically formed in branches, leaning trunks and
crooked trunks, usually created by natural occurrences. In hardwoods, this reaction wood
is known as tension wood.

14 [JJAU[D] Handles shall be graded in accordance with the grade requirements
specified in Sections 2, 3 and 4, and determined as follows:

(a) Australian hardwood handles: Grade A, and B.
(b) Hickory handles: Grade AW, and BW.

NOTE: Grading of finished handles is based on the effect of the worst permissible imperfection
in the strength of a handle and in the appearance of the exposed handle when fittedto a tool.

100 ODADOME When marked, each replacement handle shall have not less than the
following information legibly fixed:

(a) The grade.

(b) The name, logo, registered trademark symbols; or combinations of these which will
identify the manufacturer.

(c) Any statutory requirements resulting from wood treatment.

NOTES:

1 Timber that is treated may be required to comply with various State statutory requirements
and building regulations. Information about these requirements may be obtained from State
forestry departments.

2 Manufacturers making a statement of compliance with this Australian Standard on a
product, packaging, or promotional material related to that product are advised to ensure
that such compliance is capable of being verified.
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SECTION 2 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

201 0O 000 SOO0OMS  Unless otherwise specified, handles should be manufactured
from the commonly used species recommended in Appendix A.

212 AL LIELV LS The grade limitations in Sections 3 and 4 describe the lowest
acceptable limit of the grade. Each parcel of handles supplied shall include a range of
handle quality ranging upwards from this limit to that which just fails to be acceptable in
the next higher grade.

200 P OES OO DO H O At the time of supply, the moisture content in any handle
shall be not less than 10% and not more than 15%.

The moisture content of timber shall be determined in accordance with AS 1080.1. In the
event of a dispute, the moisture content shall be determined by the primary method in
accordance with AS 1080.1.

NOTE: Suppliers should familiarize themselves with the requirements regarding moisture
content referred to in the relevant timber marketing Acts and regulations in each State.

24 DAUDCDAL M COH OO OIS - Imperfections shall be measured as follows:

(a)  Knots —as the diameter of the knot measured at right angles to the longitudinal axis
of the handle, as shown in Figure 2.1.

Diameter, 90" to
longitudinal axis

FIGURE 2.1 MEASURING KNOTS

(b)  Gum veins—as the area of the gum vein as it appears on the surface of the handle,
as shown in Figure 2.2.

f'k Length

[ Width (see Notel
Wicth !see Note)

NOTE: Width is measured at the widest point.

FIGURE 2.2 MEASURING GUM VEINS
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