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PREFACE 
This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee MS-012, Road Signs and 
Traffic Signals, to supersede AS 1742.12—2000. 

The AS 1742 series comprises the following Standards:  

AS  
1742 Manual of uniform traffic control devices 
1742.1 Part 1: General introduction and index of signs 
1742.2 Part 2: Traffic control devices for general use 
1742.3 Part 3: Traffic control devices for works on roads 
1742.4 Part 4: Speed controls 
1742.5 Part 5: Street name and community facility name signs 
1742.6 Part 6: Tourist and services signs 
1742.7 Part 7: Railway crossings 
1742.9 Part 9: Bicycle facilities 
1742.10 Part 10: Pedestrian control and protection 
1742.11 Part 11: Parking controls 
1742.12 Part 12: Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes (this Standard) 
1742.13 Part 13: Local area traffic management 
1742.14 Part 14: Traffic signals 
1742.15 Part 15: Direction signs, information signs and route numbering 

Principal variations from the 2000 edition are as follows: 

(a) Inclusion of ‘Tram ONLY’ lane which is reserved for the use of trams only. 

(b) Updated transit lane signs. 

(c) Additional requirements on truck prohibitions signs. 

The relationship between Australian Standards and publications produced by Austroads 
should be noted. The former provides specifications and procedures that ensure that 
products and services are safe and reliable, and consistently perform the way they are 
intended. Austroads provides guidance documents that deal with the design, construction 
maintenance and operation of the road network. Austroads documents are also used by road 
authorities in New Zealand. 

In cases of similar subject matter, this is dealt with across both sets of documents. Where 
this occurs, each document aims to provide information that is consistent, complimentary 
and supportive of the other. 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and 
guidance. 
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA 
 

Australian Standard 
Manual of uniform traffic control devices 

 

Part 12:  Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes 
 

1   SCOPE 
This Standard specifies the traffic control devices required to designate traffic lanes as bus 
lanes, bus only lanes, transit lanes, tram lanes, tram only lanes or truck lanes. It also 
specifies devices for the control or prohibition of truck or bus traffic where required on 
roadways. 

2   OBJECTIVE 
The objective of this Standard is to provide road authorities with a set of standards for the 
uniform application of signs and pavement markings for the regulation of transit lanes, and 
bus, tram and truck traffic. 

3   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 
The following documents are referred to in this Standard. 

AS  
1742 Manual of uniform traffic control devices 
1742.2 Part 2:  Traffic control devices for general use 

1743 Road signs—Specifications 

2700 Colour standards for general purposes 

AS/NZS  
1906 Retroreflective materials and devices for road traffic control purposes 
1906.1 Part 1: Retroreflective materials 

4   DEFINITIONS 
For the purpose of this Standard the definitions below apply. 

4.1   Bus lane 

A lane reserved for the use of buses and other vehicles as specified in regulations. 

4.2   Bus only 

A lane or a section of roadway reserved for the exclusive use of buses. 

4.3   High occupancy motor car symbol 
A symbol showing two or three people in a motor car, as shown on Signs R7-7-7 and  
R7-7-8. 

4.4   May 
Indicates the existence of an option. 

4.5   Road Rules 

Australian Road Rules enacted as a regulation in each jurisdiction.  
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4.6   Shall 
Indicates that a statement is mandatory. 

4.7   Should 

Indicates a recommendation. 

4.8   Traffic control device 

Any sign, signal, pavement marking or other installation placed or erected by or with the 
consent of an authority having the necessary jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, 
warning or guiding road users. 

4.9   Tram lane 

A lane reserved for the use of trams and other vehicles as specified in regulations. 

4.10   Tram only 

A lane or a section of roadway reserved for the exclusive use of trams, which may be 
referred to as a tramway. 

4.11   Transit lane 

A lane reserved for the use of high occupancy and other vehicles as specified in regulations. 

4.12   Truck lane 
A lane reserved for the use of trucks and other heavy vehicles as specified in regulations. 

5   SIGNS 
5.1   General 
Signs used to designate bus, transit, tram and truck lanes are listed in Table 1. For detailed 
specifications for the manufacture of signs, see AS 1743. 

Signs that are intended to convey messages at night shall be either illuminated or 
reflectorized so that their colours and shapes are displayed by night as by day. 

NOTES:  
1 For guidance on illumination and reflectorization, see Appendix A. 
2 For guidance on the installation and location of signs, see Appendix B.  
3 Guidance on the selection of sign sizes is given in Appendix C. 

TABLE   1 
SIGNS USED FOR BUS, BUS ONLY, TRANSIT, TRAM,  

TRAM ONLY AND TRUCK LANES 
Sign Sign number Size, mm 

Buses prohibited R6-10-1  A 600 u 600 

Trucks prohibited R6-10-2  B 900 u 900 

   C 1200 u 1200 

Advanced buses prohibited G9-87-1  A 600 u 600 

Advanced trucks prohibited G9-87-2  B 900 u 900 

   C 1200 u 1200 

Bus LANE R7-1-1  C 600 u 800 

Truck LANE R7-1-3  D 900 u 1200 

Tram LANE R7-1-5  E 1200 u 1600 

Transit LANE T2 R7-7-1    

Transit LANE T3 R7-7-2    

(continued) 
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Sign Sign number Size, mm 

Supplementary plates:     

AHEAD R7-2  C 600 u 200 

END R7-4  D 900 u 300 

   E 1200 u 400 

RIGHT LANE R7-3(R)  C 600 u 400 

Overhead arrow R7-5  D 900 u 600 

   E 1200 u 800 

Bus ONLY R7-8  C 600 u 800 

   D 900 u 1200 

   E 1200 u 1600 

END T2 TRANSIT LANE R7-9-1  C 600 u 600 

END T3 TRANSIT LANE R7-9-2  D 900 u 900 

   E 1200 u 1200 

Tram ONLY R7-10  C 600 u 800 

   D 900 u 1200 

Crossing arrow supplementary 
plates: 

    

Both ways R7-11-1  C 600 u 200 

One way left R7-11-2  D 900 u 300 

One way right R7-11-3  E 1200 u 400 

u km AHEAD R7-12  C 600 u 400 

   D 900 u 600 

   E 1200 u 800 

MERGE LEFT G9-73 (L)  AA 600 u 600 

     

Times of operation modules*     

One period R9-1-1  B 600 u 400 

AT ALL TIMES R9-1-3  C 900 u 600 

   D 1200 u 800 

Two periods R9-1-2  B 600 u 600 

   C 900 u 900 

   D 1200 u 1200 

Mass Supplementary plate R9-10  A 600 u 400 

   B 900 u 600 

   C 1200 u 800 

Length Supplementary plate R9-11  A 600 u 400 

   B 900 u 600 

   C 1200 u 800 

* Module widths match the width of the parent sign 

TABLE   1   (continued) 
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5.2   Signs for bus and bus only lanes 
Bus LANE (R7-1-1) 

Bus ONLY (R7-8) 

LANE ONLY

R7-1-1 R7-8  
 

The Bus LANE sign (R7-1-1) shall be used to designate a lane for the use of buses and any 
other vehicle types permitted by regulations to travel in a bus lane for its entire length (i.e. 
not just when about to turn at an intersection). However, where a bus lane is not adjacent to 
a kerb or traffic island a BUS LANE pavement marking may be used without the Bus 
LANE sign (R7-1-1). 

The Bus LANE (R7-1-1) sign may include other vehicle types (as a symbol or text) where 
they are not already permitted by regulations. The sign shall not contain a high occupancy 
motor car symbol (see Clause 5.3). 

The Bus ONLY (R7-8) sign shall be used to designate a lane or a section of roadway for the 
exclusive use of buses along its entire length. 

The Bus ONLY (R7-8) sign shall be placed beside or over any lane to be reserved for the 
exclusive use of buses. This sign may be used on the approach to traffic signals where bus 
traffic in that lane is to be controlled by ‘B’ signals and other turning traffic which could 
block a bus facing a white ‘B’, cannot be allowed in the lane. Where it is not practical on a 
short bus only lane to install the Bus ONLY sign (R7-8), a BUS ONLY pavement marking 
may be used without the sign [an example is shown in Figure 7(b)]. 

Supplementary plates for use with these signs are specified in Clause 5.6. 
NOTES:  
1 Sign R7-8 was not included in the Road Rules at the time of publication of this Standard. 
2 Although some jurisdictions may allow the use of pavement marking only for bus and bus 

only lanes, it is preferable to install both signs and pavement marking. 

5.3   Signs for transit lanes 
TRANSIT LANE T2 (R7-7-1) 

TRANSIT LANE T3 (R7-7-2) 

END T2 TRANSIT LANE (R7-9-1) 

END T3 TRANSIT LANE (R7-9-2) 
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R7-7-1 R7-7-2 R7-9 -1 R7-9 -2

TRANSIT

TRANSIT LANELANE

ENDT2

T2

TRANSIT LANE

ENDT3

T3

TRANSIT

LANE
 

These signs shall be used to designate a lane for the use of motor cars carrying at least two 
(T2) or three (T3) people together with other types of vehicle as specified in regulations. 

Supplementary plates that may be used with TRANSIT LANE signs are specified in 
Clause 5.6. 

An information sign may be used to advise or remind drivers of the meaning of T2 and T3, 
and if used, should be placed in advance of the start of the transit lane but after the AHEAD 
(R7-2) sign (see Figure 1). 

TRANSIT LANE

PERMITTED
 

FIGURE  1   EXAMPLE OF A TRANSIT LANE INFORMATION SIGN 
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5.4   Sign for truck lanes 
Truck LANE (R7-1-3) 

LANE

R7-1-3

This sign shall be used to designate a lane for the use of trucks 
or other vehicles permitted by regulations to use a truck lane. 
Supplementary plates for use with this sign are specified in 
Clause 5.6. 

The Truck LANE sign (R7-1-3) may include other vehicle 
types (as a symbol or text) where they are not already 
permitted by regulations. 

5.5   Signs for tram and tram only lanes 
Tram LANE (R7-1-5) 

Tram ONLY (R7-10) 

MERGE LEFT (R7-13) 

LANE ONLY

R7-1-5 R7-10 G9-73(L)

MERGE
LEFT

 
The Tram LANE sign (R7-1-5) shall be used to designate a lane for the use of trams and 
any other vehicle types permitted by regulations. 

The Tram ONLY sign (R7-10) shall be used to designate a lane or a section of roadway 
reserved for the exclusive use of trams. 

Supplementary plates that may be used with these signs are specified in Clause 5.6. 

The MERGE LEFT sign (G9-73 (L)) shall be used in advance of the tram only lane  
(see Figure 10) where an existing shared tram and vehicle lane becomes a tram lane or tram 
only lane. Where a tram lane or tram only lane is other than on the right hand side of the 
road, the signing may be modified to reflect this. 

5.6   Supplementary plates 

AHEAD (R7-2) 

RIGHT LANE [R7-3(R)] 

END (R7-4) 

Overhead Arrow (R7-5) 

Times of Operation (R9-1-1, R9-1-2) 

AT ALL TIMES (R9-1-3) 

Mass (R9-10) or length (R9-11) restriction signs 
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30
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MON

7
30
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30

FRI

R7-5R7-4R7-3(R)R7-2

R9-1-3R9-1-2R9-1-1  

R9-10 R9-11

OVER
t GVM

OVER
m LONG

 
These signs are used as follows: 
(a) AHEAD (R7-2)   Where used, this supplementary plate shall be mounted below the 

following signs when they are used to provide advance warning of the start of the 
lane: 
(i) Bus LANE, Bus ONLY (R7-1-1, R7-1-6, R7-8). 
(ii) TRANSIT LANE T2 (T3) (R7-7-3, R7-7-4, R7-7-5, R7-7-6, R7-7-7, R7-7-8). 
(iii) Truck LANE (R7-1-3). 
(iv) Tram LANE, Tram ONLY (R7-1-5, R7-10). 

(b) RIGHT LANE [R7-3(R)]   Where used, this supplementary plate may be mounted 
below the Tram LANE (R7-1-5) or Tram ONLY (R7-10) signs located on the left 
hand side of the roadway where it is not practicable to install the R7-1-5 or R7-10 
signs adjacent to or above the tram tracks. 

(c) END (R7-4)   Where used, this supplementary plate shall be mounted below the 
following signs— 
(i) Bus LANE (R7-1-1); 
(ii) Bus ONLY (R7-8); 
(iii) Truck LANE (R7-1-3); 
(iv) Tram LANE (R7-1-5); 
(v) Tram ONLY (R7-10) 
when they are used to indicate the end of the lane. 
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