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Preface
This Standard was prepared by the Australian members of the Joint Standards Australia/Standards
New Zealand Committee SF-034, Portable Ladders, to supersede AS/NZS 1892.5—2000.

I*) This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (July 2021). The start and end of changes introduced by
the Amendment are indicated in the text by tags including the amendment number 1.1

After consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an Australian/New
Zealand Standard.

The objective of this Standard is to provide minimum requirements and recommended safe practices
for the selection, use and maintenance of portable ladders in order to minimize the risks for those who
use, work with or are near portable ladders.

This Standard is Part 5 in a series of Standards covering the safe design, manufacture and use of
portable ladders. Other Standards in the series are as follows:

AS 1892.1, Portable ladders, Part 1: Performance and geometric requirements
AS 1892.2, Portable ladders, Part 2: Timber

The major changes in this edition are as follows:

(@ Significant update of general recommendations common to portable ladders, see Section 2.
(b) Addition of recommendations for trestle ladders, see Clause 2.12.
(9 Addition of recommendations for fall arrest equipment, see Clause 2.14.
(d) Addition of safety information, see Clause 2.15.
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1 AS 1892.5:2020
Australian Standard®

Portable ladders
Part 5: Selection, safe use and care

Section1 Scope and general

1.1 Scope

This Standard sets out the minimum requirements and recommended safe practices for the selection,
use and maintenance of portable ladders.

The requirements of this Standard need not apply where safe work procedures that are equivalent or
superior to this Standard are in place.

1.2 Application

General recommendations common to the selection, use and maintenance of portable ladders are given
in Section 2, while specific recommendations and requirements for ladders predominantly constructed
from a particular material are given in the following Sections:

(@ Metal ladders, see Section 3.
(b) Non-metal ladders, see Section 4.
(o) Timber ladders, see Section 5.

Section 2 shall be read in conjunction with the relevant Section relating to the type of ladder being used.

1.3 Normative references
There are no normative references in this document.

NOTE Documents referenced for informative purposes are listed in the Bibliography.

1.4 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

1.4.1

competent person

person who has acquired through training, qualifications or experience, or a combination of these, the
knowledge and skills enabling that person to perform a specified task

1.4.2
may
indicates the existence of an option

1.4.3
shall
indicates that a statement is mandatory

1.4.4
should
indicates a recommendation
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1.4.5

walk

action of a person at the top of a ladder who, by moving their body, causes the bottoms of the ladder
stiles to lift clear of the floor so causing the ladder to move
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3 AS 1892.5:2020

Section 2 Common guidelines

2.1 Principles

The following general principles should be observed:

(@ Type and length of ladder appropriate to the task should be chosen.

(b) Ladders should be in a sound condition for use.

(o) Ladders should be placed on a firm supporting surface.

(d) Ladders should be placed in a safe working position.

(e) Ladders should not be left unattended while erected in a public place.

() Ladders that conform to AS 1892.1 or AS 1892.2, as appropriate, should be used.
(8) In hazardous wind or adverse weather conditions, extreme care should be taken.
(h) Fully enclosed, slip-resistant footwear should be worn when using ladders.

In order to observe these principles, hazards that may need to be considered include the following:

i) Height of the work or access area.

(ii) Site layout and access constraints.

(iii) Location of brittle or friable surfaces.

(iv) Proximity to powerlines.

(v) Proximity to mobile plant.

(vi) Proximity to pedestrians or other workers.

NOTE Examples components and terms relating to ladders are shown in Figure 2.1.

Documents
© Standards RQ&W ﬁ‘i‘nﬁ&ﬂ%ﬂd" ub

Full document details: AS 1892.5-2020 (2021)


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-1892-5-2020-2021
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-1892-5-2020-2021

