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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee MT/8, Metallography. It was
approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 9 May 1991 and published
on 12 July 1991.

The following interests are represented on Committee MT/8:
Australian Chamber of Manufactures
Bureau of Steel Manufacturers of Australia
Department of Defence
Railways of Australia Committee

University of Wollongong

Review of Australian Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia,
are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.
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AS 2003—1991 (Reconfirmed) 2016-05-27

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

RECONFIRMATION

OF
AS 2003—1991
Carbon and low alloy steel—Measurement of decarburization

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE

Technical Committee MT-001 has reviewed the content of this publication and in
accordance with Standards Australia procedures for reconfirmation, it has been
determined that the publication is still valid and does not require change.

Certain documents referenced in the publication may have been amended since the
original date of publication. Users are advised to ensure that they are using the latest
versions of such documents as appropriate, unless advised otherwise in this
Reconfirmation Notice.

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards Australia procedures for
reconfirmation on 23 October 2015.

The following are represented on Technical Committee MT-001:

Australasian Corrosion Association

Australian Building Codes Board

Australian Institute of Architects

Australian Steel Association

Australian Steel Institute

Bureau of Steel Manufacturers of Australia

Employers And Manufacturers Association

Materials Australia

New Zealand Heavy Engineering Research Association
Society of Automotive Engineers—Australasia
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AS 2003—1991 2

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Metallography, to supersede
AS 2003—1977, Methods for the measurement of decarburization in carbon and low alloy steels.

This Standard is one of a series relating to the use of micrographic, macrographic, chemical and
hardness procedures for the measurement of case depth and decarburization in steel products. Others
in the series are as follows:

AS

1982 Methods for the measurement of case depth in steels.

2028 Methods for the measurement of the depth of hardening in flame and induction hardened
steel products.

This Standard has been revised to include minor alterations to the micrographic and the hardness

traverse test procedures to clarify the criteria for determining the limit of decarburization. An
appendix has been added giving advice on the grinding and polishing of test specimens.
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