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Keeping Standards up-to-date
Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.
Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards
Australia web site at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard
in the on-line catalogue.
Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each
year, and the monthly magazine, The Australian Standard, has a full listing of
revisions and amendments published each month.
We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.com.au, or write to the Chief
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney,
NSW 2001.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 98208.A
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PREFACE
This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CS-029, Walking Track
Signs to supersede AS 2156—1978, Code of practice for the design and use of markers and
information signs for walking tracks, which was withdrawn in July 1998.

In this revision the classification of tracks has been improved, as the recommended spacing
and use of markers, the positioning and content of information signs, and the management
and design of tracks and associated facilities are related to the particular class of track.

The Committee does not recommend the use of temporary markers, except when tracks
and/or associated facilities are used as detours, or for special events.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Walking tracks

Part 1: Classification and signage

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L

1.1   SCOPE

This Standard provides a classification system for walking tracks, guidance for the design,
fabrication and use of track markers, and information signs to be used for walking tracks.

The Standard also sets out guidelines for the erection of these markers and signs to ensure
that while they will be readily visible, clear and easy to read, they will not detract from the
landscape.

This Standard applies to outdoor areas where the environment is the focus of recreational
activity.

The Standard does not include temporary track markers.

1.2   OBJECTIVE

The objective of this Standard is to provide managing authorities with guidance for walking
track classification and signage in order to provide consistency of information to users of
walking tracks. This is intended to minimize risk, preserve natural features and enhance
recreation opportunities associated with the use of walking tracks.

1.3   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS
1428 Design for access and mobility (series)

2700 Colour Standards for general purposes

2899 Public information symbol signs
2899.1 Part 1: General information signs

AS/NZS
1906 Retroreflective materials and devices for road traffic control purposes
1906.1 Part 1: Retroreflective materials

1.4   DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Standard the definitions below apply.

1.4.1   Information sign

A sign which provides information related to the track and its use, including advisory signs,
descriptive signs, interpretive signs, regulatory signs and warning signs.

1.4.1.1   Advisory sign

A sign which specifies recommended equipment and precautions for the use of a track.A
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1.4.1.2   Descriptive sign

A sign which specifies the characteristics of a track and is generally placed at the starting
point of the track.

1.4.1.3   Interpretive sign

A sign which conveys educational material about a natural or cultural feature of a walking
track.

1.4.1.4   Regulatory sign

A sign which specifies legal requirements and regulations associated with the use of a track.

1.4.1.5   Warning sign

A sign which warns of a particular danger or dangerous conditions.

1.4.2   Managing authority

The designated body responsible for planning, locating, designing, constructing and
maintaining a walking track.

NOTE: This term can include a private land owner or a non-government organization.

1.4.3   Sign

A board, plaque or other delineated space on which text or symbols or both are used to
convey a message.

1.4.4   Track marker

A sign or object that identifies the direction of a walking track.

1.4.5   Visibly impacted

When applied to track facilities, they would be seen as not blending in with the surrounding
environment.

1.5   CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Six classes of walking tracks are outlined in Tables 1 to 6. Each is described in terms of the
elements used for classification and resulting management considerations.

The system may be used descriptively to classify existing tracks. This can be useful in
establishing an asset value, levels of maintenance and identifying changes over time.

The system may also be used prescriptively in designing new tracks. The system gives the
track designer a comprehensive group of elements which provide a consistent standard.

Tracks may have more than one classification to cover situations where, between access
points it would have one classification, and for a shorter return journey (e.g. to avoid a
difficult stretch) it can have another (lower) classification—provided it is clearly signed at
the track-head (including the return distance), and at the point on the track where the class
changes. Otherwise, where conditions vary along a section of track which is between access
points, that section of track is classified in accordance with the least developed element.

In Tables 1 to 6, it is only the Item headed ‘Elements for classification’ that is used to
classify a track. The ‘Overview’ gives a general impression of the track and ‘Guidance for
managers’ is to assist the managing authority in designing, operating or modifying a track.
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