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Preface

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee SF-047, Artificial Climbing Structures.

The objective of this document is to specify the safety requirements and test methods for climbing 
holds. This document is applicable to climbing holds, which are used for the natural progression of 
the climber, i.e. without the use of artificial means (e.g. ice axes, crampons, hooks, nuts) on artificial 
climbing structures (ACS) and bouldering walls. Climbing holds are designed to be mounted on the 
ACS with bolts, screws, etc. Climbing holds include large volumes or features that are designed for use 
without additional climbing holds being attached to them. The main fixation points for climbing holds 
forms part of the existing layout of the ACS and are considered in EN 12572‑1 and EN 12572‑2. This 
document is not applicable to ice climbing, dry tooling and playground equipment.

This document is identical with, and has been reproduced from, EN  12572‑3:2017, Artificial climbing 
structures — Part 3: Safety requirements and test methods for climbing holds.

As this document has been reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies:

(a)	 In the source text “this European Standard” should read “this document”.

(b)	 A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.

Australian or Australian/New Zealand Standards that are identical adoptions of international 
normative references may be used interchangeably. Refer to the online catalogue for information on 
specific Standards.

The terms “normative” and “informative” are used in Standards to define the application of the 
appendices or annexes to which they apply. A “normative” appendix or annex is an integral part of a 
Standard, whereas an “informative” appendix or annex is only for information and guidance.
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