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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee ME/5S on Cranes to cover specific requirements for the safe use of building
maintenance units. It is intended for use in conjunction with AS 2550 — 1993,
Cranes — Safe use Part 1: General requirements.

It is the result of a consensus among representatives on the Joint Committee to produce it
as an Australian Standard. The AS 2550 series of Standards is intended to provide
uniform requirements and guidance for the safe use of cranes, including building
maintenance units, hoists and winches.

The documents have no legal authority in their own right but may be —

(a) adopted in legislation;

(b) called up in legislation as Codes of Practice;

(c) referenced as a contract requirement; and

(d) recognized as ‘available information’ or as the ‘State of Knowledge’ of the industry.

Current legislation is adopting the principles of assessing hazard identification and formal

risk assessment to ensure risk control and elimination. These principles or the philosophy

should form the basis of all modern work practices or procedures.

This process cannot be successfully applied unless —

(i)  all of the relevant criteria are available; and

(ii) the identification and assessment is based on all the information and experience
necessary to arrive at the correct conclusion.

The work practices adopted should carry no more than an acceptable degree of risk or

incorporate a sufficient factor of safety. Acceptable risk factors should reflect the

community’s values and expectations. The object of this series of Standards is to provide

the necessary information and guidance to allow the correct decisions to be made.

It is unlikely that any one person or organization will be in possession of all of the

necessary information and experience to always arrive at the correct decision without

having recourse to a reference such as this series of Standards.

Emphasis has been placed on those requirements considered imperative by using ‘shall’,

fully recognizing that the requirements may not be mandatory if called up as a code of

practice. It is also recognized that there may be other ways of achieving risk elimination

or control.

Published Standards in the series are:

AS

2550 Cranes — Safe use

2550.1  Part 1: General requirements

25504  Part4: Tower cranes

2550.5 Part5: Mobile and vehicle-loading cranes
2550.6  Part 6: Guided storing and retrieving appliances
2550.7  Part7: Builders’ hoists and associated equipment
25509  Part9: Vehicle hoists

2550.10 Part 10: Elevating work platforms

2550.13 Part 13: Building maintenance units (this Standard)
2550.15 Part 15: Concrete placing equipment

It is intended to publish the following parts:
(A) Special purpose appliances
B) Mast climbing work platforms.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and

guidance. Documents
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Cranes—Safe use

Part 13: Building maintenance units

SECTION I SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE This Standard specifies the recommendations for the safe use of building
maintenance units and equipment.

It is complementary to AS 2550.1, but the requirements specified herein take precedence.

1.2 APPLICATION This Standard only applies to the safe use of building
maintenance units as specified in AS 1418.13. The requirements in that Standard apply
and no requirements given herein shall circumvent them.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS

1418 Cranes (including hoists and winches)
1418.1 Part 1: General requirements
1418.13 Part 13: Building maintenance units

2549 Cranes (including hoists and winches) — Glossary of terms

2550 Cranes — Safe use
2550.1 Part 1: General requirements

3998 Non-destructive testing — Qualifications and certification of personnel — General
engineering

AS/NZS
1891 Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices
1891.1 Part 1: Safety bolts and harnesses

1.4 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions given in AS 2549,
AS 1418.13, AS 2550.1 and that below apply.

14.1 Management’s instructions —should include the manufacturer’s latest
instructions, recommendations and specifications. Where any of these instructions,
recommendations and specifications are not available from the manufacturer or are
deemed inappropriate, they shall be drawn up by a competent person.
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SECTION 2 PLANNING

2.1 GENERAL Project planning for obtaining and using building maintenance units
shall include their safe use as an integral part of the planning activities. All such planning
shall take place as early in the project as practicable. Planning for the safe use of building
maintenance units shall be in conformance with AS 2550.1.

The management’s policy statement should be clearly defined and it should enhance the
effectiveness of the management’s efforts to prevent accidents.

Wherever practicable, the planning should include consultation with the building
maintenance unit supplier or manufacturer.

2.2 MANAGEMENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES — PLANNING Management’s planning
responsibilities shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following:

(a) The planning for the selection and safe use of the building maintenance unit.
(b) The installation of the building maintenance unit.

(c) Ensuring that sufficient competent personnel and suitable equipment are available
for the installation of the building maintenance unit.

(d) The operation of the building maintenance unit by competent personnel.

(e) The maintenance, inspection and safe operation of the building maintenance unit
and associated equipment, as applicable.

(f) The preparation, availability and maintenance of instructions for the assembly,
operation, maintenance and inspection of the building maintenance unit.

(g) Emergency procedures for the evacuation of personnel from the building
maintenance unit.

23 MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED At appropriate stages during planning,
management shall include the following matters for consideration:

(a) Establishment of a management plan.

(b) Method of building maintenance unit control.

(c) Nature of the structure on which the building maintenance unit is to be installed.
(d) Access and building maintenance unit siting.

(e) Safety of the public and personnel.

(f)  Proximity of powerlines and other services.

(g) Procedures for the setting up and dismantling of the building maintenance unit.

(h) Composition of the erection and dismantling crew and the building maintenance unit
operating crew.

(i) Communication system.

(j)  Climatic and environmental conditions.
(k) Emergency procedures.

(1)  Inspection, maintenance and repair.
(m) Record keeping.

(n) Parking/storage facilities.

(o) Personal protective equipment.
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SECTION 3 SELECTION

Before selecting a building maintenance unit for a particular application, all relevant
information shall be obtained and all relevant operational criteria shall be determined,
including the following:

(a) The characteristics of the building facade.

(b) The maximum dimensions of the building maintenance unit platform.

(c) The maximum number of persons to be on the building maintenance unit platform.
(d) The method of platform restraint, where applicable.

(¢) The maximum permitted forces on the building structure.

(f) Power supply.

(g) Building dimensions.

(h) Rated capacity of the building maintenance unit.

(i) Nature of the work to be carried out from the building maintenance unit.
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