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AS 2555—1982 2

PREFACE

Tilis stamdard was prepared by the Associatiom’s Committee om Playground &quipment,
with the cooperatiom amd assistamce of tie dixectoss of two successfully operatimg
playgrounds im Fitzroy (Melbousme) amd im Noxtin Sydmey.

It as beem developed to emcourage tine establishment of this type of playgroumd, a
comcept wiicl was comceived im Wemmasi amd fnas spread widely tiwougout urope,
Scandimavia amd the U.K.

Tine proposal to develop this stamdard arose dusimg the discussioms at the first meetimg
of thie commmittee. It was gemerally agreed timat sucim playgroumds wese meeded im
Australiia, amd that a stamdasd should be prepared im the form of a guide to timeis
establisiimemnt and admimistratiom.

Im the developmemt of this stamdard the committee referred to the draft Comsultative
Document prepared by the Natiomal Playimg Fields Associatiom, Londom Advemture
Playgroumd Associatiom amd the Natiomal Welegates Meetimg of Playworlsess emtitied
Towards a Safer Playgroumd, Past I —Stsuctuses amd Outdooss.
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AS 2555—1982

STANDARDS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

for
SUPERVISED ADVENTURE PLAYGROUNBS —GUIDE TO ESTABLISHMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION
FORBWORD

e temm ‘advemtuse playgroumd’ fas beem adopted
intermationally for a fully supervised playgroumd
wiiere chiildrem cam develop their owm ideas of play
and wineze tiey are givem am oppostumity to umdestaise
imdividual ox group activities wiliclh would mot
othieswise be availlable to them.

e meed for such playgroumds was recogmized im
1943 by a Daaish architect. .M. Soremsom, wiio was
respomsible for the buildimg of a Migih-rise,
migin-demsity-populatiom  Mousimg scleme. A
playground was to be desigmed amd built as am
amenity for the cliildrem wino would live im the biocl.
e childsem were givem buildimg materials amd tools
amd asised to buiid the soxt of playgroumd they would
filee, tie imtemtiom beimg that the architects would tinem
desigm amd build properly om the ideas gemerated by
the childrem. A formal playgroumd imas mever beem
built om tine estate but gemesatioms of childsem mave
emjoyed the pleasures of buildimg amd creatimg their
ownm activities om tlie area origimally set aside for t.
This was truly a childsem’s playgroumd amd mot ome
desigmed by aduits.

e aima of the commmittee im preparimg tiis stamdard
is to draw tle attemtiom of educatiomalists, Local
Govermment Autiorities and Housimg Commaissions to
thiis meed amd to provide imformatiom amd guidelimes
wimicln it s lioped willl emcourage thema to comsider thne
development of sucin playgroumds. Accordimg to
educatiomalists, tiie playgroumds are meeded mot omly
im the less-affluemt, Migih-demsity immes-city areas but
also im affluemt areas winere ciildrem, because of their
migily structused fives, imave few opportumities
available to them to emjoy creative activities im tieir
leisure time.

e stamdasrd is also aimed at imcreasimg the
comfidemce of playgroumd directors amd their
assistamts, fisst im teachimg tie childsem to develop
siailils amd pattesms of play witin due segard to their
owm safety amd the safety of othess, amd secomdly im
copimg witih situatioms winicln will occur from timae to
timae om tie playgroumd.

e meed for adequate staffimg amd traimimg amd
adequate fimamce to puschiase mecessary equipmaemt
sinoulld be recogmized by those people ox orgamizatioms
respomsible for playgroumds of timis type.

Lady Aflem of Mustwood wsites im suppost of
advemture playgroumds im Mmer book ‘Plammimg for
Play’ —

‘Most youmg people at ome time or amotiner fmave
a deep urge to experimemnt with eartin, fire, water
and timber, to woslt witl real toolls witiiout fear
of umdue criticisma or cemsure. Im tiese
playgrounds their love of freedoma to talke
calcullated risiss is secogmized amd cam be emjoyed
umder tolleramt amd symapatietic guidamce.’

Rmpinasis im am advemtuse playgsound is om selif-built
structures usually of a temporary mature, such as
cubby fMouses. As tiie materials used will gemerallly be
secomd-lamd or salvaged, they must be carefully
imspected, amd mails amd ofiner lmazards recovered
before beimg seleased for use by the childrem. It is
therefore recogmized timat structuses cammot commply
witin the stamdards set for playgroumd equipmaemt
winicln is mamufactusred amd imstalled for a use period
of up to 20 years im public amd school playgroumds.
Nevertheless it is recommended that copies of time
stamdards for piaygroumd equipmemnt, AS 1924,
Playgroumd Squipmemt for Paxles, Schools amd
Womestic Use, Part § — Gemeral Requirements, amd
Part 2— Wesigm and Comstructiom— Safety Aspects,
amd AS 2155, Playgroumds —Guide to Sitimg amd to
Imstallatiom amd Maimtemamce of Wquipmemt, be lept
im tie playground directox’s office for referemce.

e imvolvememt of retized people with buildimg,
carpemtry amd other relevamt shills should be
emcouraged at all times to the bemefit of the
commumity as a winole.

A readimg list is givem im Appemdix F for those wilo
wisin to leasm more about the comcept from those wino
mave actively pasticipated im the establishmemt amd
operatiom of advemture playgroumds.
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GUIDE

i SCOPE. Tinis stamdard sets out recommendations, for
guidamce omly, that siould be foiilowed im the cilioosimg
of a site for, amd im the safe supervisiom amd operatiom
of, am advemture playgroumd.

e aim of timis stamdasd is to emcousage amd assist
people im thie establishment of advemture playgrounds to
foster amd emcousage tie child’s total development im
areas winere cliildrem would otlierwise imave fittle or mo
opportumity to use tieir creative talemts. Tihe stamdard
allso aims to draw attemtiom to potemtial hazards amd to
ways im winich thiese cam be mimimaized so that childrem
may inave a feelimg of comfidemce and secusity im the use
of the structures wihiclh tihey themselves build or
cooperate im buildimg.

2 DBFINITIONS. For thie puspose of this stamdard, the
following defimitions apply:

Adventure playground—a fullly supervised imformal
playground wiiese ciiildsem cam develop their owm ideas
of play amd wihere tiey are givem am oppostumity to
umdertalse imdividual or group activities winicin would mot
be otlieswise availlable to them. Tie playgsoumd may
imclude some mamufactured equipment.

Playground director— a pessom employed full-time wiio
is wespomsible for tie overall mamagememt of the
playground.

3 THE SITE FOR THE PLAYGROUND.

3.1 Gemeral. Wherever possible clhioose a site with safe
easy access, avoidimg possiblly busy streets amd inighways.
Approach the relevamt authorities regardimg both tie
erectiom of sigms warmimg that childsem are playing im tihe
area amd tihe provisiom of a pedestriam crossimg.

Carefully comsider damgess arisimg fromm powes-limes,
railway limes, rivers, creelts or llalkes wimicln may boxder
tie site.

3.2 Physical Characterfstics. Avoid wiierever possible
featuseless amd treeless sites. Wiiere such a site is the
only ome available, comtousimg wrefated to cliimatic
comditioms, to the susroumding area amd dwellimgs, and to
any manufactured equipmemnt wiich may be used, should
be carefullly plammed to imcrease its cinaracter. Cinecla trees
to emsuxe tihat they are soumd.

To give tine cinildrem a feelimg of privacy amd to imefp
malse the umtidy umcoosdimated appearamce of tine
playgroumd maore acceptabie to focal residemts, comtour
and/or shiielld tine pesimeter femce amd lochkablle gate witln
a screem of trees, siwubs or creepers winicln also provide
siiade amd visual imtesest. Poisomous plamts siould be
avoided.
NOTE: Heipful infosmation om trees amd plamts is givem im
Appendix B.
Avoid sites reclaimed thirougin tippimg of subbisin because
gilass, metal or poisomous substamces could be umeastined
wiem gardems or foumdatioms are beimg dug.

WDifferemt levels im the playgroumd emable differemt
activities to go om at ome time amd maalte it easier for
chiiidsem to play im groups.

e site shiould be of a size that cam be effectively
supervised, but it must give ample space for thie activities
of tine clnildsem for winom it is beimg establisined.

3.3 Services. Comsider thie need for electricity, sewerage
amd garbage sesvices amd telepliome amd emmergemcy
services. Wrimlimg water is essemtial amd toillets must be
provided, umless a public lavatory is close at lamd with
safe access.

Basure that electsical wiring amd associated imstallations
are placed so tiat ciildrem will mot mave access to
powerlines, junctiom boxes, termimals, meters, fuses amd
comtroll pamels.

Reticullatiom sexvices, switciimg gear amd pumpimg
equipment, should imcorporate a ‘flocls out’ system.

3.4 Regulatioms amd Covemanmnts. listablisiand maintain
liaisom witin tine appropsiate autinosity os Local, State ox
Federal Government Wepartment which Mas jusisdictiom
over thie area regardimg amy regulatioms, covemamts or
restrictioms winicl muigint apply to time site umder
comsideration.

3.5 Site Imformatiom. To establisin suitability of the site
amd the appsoximate site prepasatiom cost, comsider tine
folllowimg piysical propesties:

Orientation to sum and wiad

Suzface levels and gradiemts

Soil amd subsoil

Water table

INeasest sewers

Adjacent stosmawater draims amd ditchies

Level of water dischiarge and susceptibility to
flasin flooding

Topograpiny

Vegetatiom

Building om site

Adjoinimg lamd uses (imcludimg buildimgs)

Femcimg.

3.6 Site Preparatiomn.

3.6.1 General. Seel professiomal advice regarding tree
presexvatiom amd elimimatiom of damgerous ox Mmarmful
trees. Avoid dammage to existimg umdesgroumd sexvices
sucln as powes, draimage amd tellepliome cables. As soom
as existing damgers mave beem removed from the site,
imvite the childrem im the area to pasticipate im the
clearimg amd prepasatiom of the site. Winis is excitimg amd
creative amd imdicates froma tine stast that tiie playground
bellomgs to tinema.

3.6.2 Drainage and installation of services. Tamsure tinat
draimage amd imstallatiom of services comply with the
requirements of thie appropsiate authority.

3.6.3 Initial development and planning. Plam tine
playgroumd omly to the extemt mecessary to emsuse tinat a
maximum area of free space is set aside for activities
sucln as buildings, gardemimg, buildimg fires, playimg witih
water and lkeeping pets.

Im additiom to toilets, a buildimg Mousing am
admimistrative area amd secuse storage space for tools
amd equipment for mamdicraft is essemtial.

Secure alll buildings as far as possible agaimst imtruders
and vamdals.

Plam otier buildimgs as the meed axises. Priority should be
givem to providimg am imdoor recreatiom area for use im
wimter amd im wet weatler.

COPYRIGHT

Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: AS 2555-1982 scan


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-2555-1982-scan
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-2555-1982-scan

Wepending om the size of the playgroumd amd the meeds
of tine cinildsem im the communmity, it may be mecessary to
set aside am area for tine undes-five-yeas-old childrem amd
a tiard surface area for some games. Tine area for the
umder-fives may be separated from the rest of the
advemtuse playgsoumd area by the positiomimg of tine
buildimg or by plamtimg trees and shisubs.

e shilful use of lamdscapimg cam comtroll the flow of
chiildrem evem withia the advemture playgroumd asea.

4 STAFFING. Appoimt a full-time director wino is
adequately traimed, e.g. flirough recreatiom courses and is
capable of supervisimg buildimg and creative projects amd
preferably fas a cusremt first aid cestificate. Mmsuse tiat
a second aduilt, whetiner an assistamt director or a reliiable
volumteer, is im attemdamce at amy ome time. Am advemture
playground is a commumity project. Wmiist thie resousces
of retired people siilled im caspemtry, building, gardeming
etc.

e secomd aduit is required for the following reasoms:

(a) To supervise thie playgroumd should am accidemt
cllaim the attemtiom of tie director.

(b) To suppost the directos om occasioms winese ollder
childrem give trouble.

(c) To supervise tlie playgroumd shiould the director
become imvolved im a group activity requiring liis
imdividual attemtiom.

Tiree full-time staff members is the ideal maimimvum

mumber as this aflows them to build relatiomsiips amd

establisin commumnication with tine cinilldrem winict, im turm,
influences tie rellationsinip amd attitudes tiney form amomng
tinemselves.

5 BMBRGRNCIES. To cope with emesgemcies that
willl asise, obsexve tiie folllowimg poamts:

(@) Am adequate fisst-aid Mit is essemtial (see
Appendix C).

(b) Atftiough playgroumd staff should mot dispemse
medicimes, they siould inave a first aid cestificate.

(c) If a telepliome is mot commected to tie site, there
must be quicls access to ome.

(d) Xeep am addsess bool listing tihe mames, addresses
and telepliome mumbers of childrem amd thieir paremts
amd also tlmose of tine focal doctor, fire brigade,
ambulamce, pofice, casuaity depastment amd focal
coumcil.

(e) KXeep records of all accidemts amd winexre a cimild
meeds Mospital treatment.

NOTTE: Appendix ® gives a profosma of am accidemt recoxd.
Wihiemever possible a paremt siould accomapamy
mima/ex. Keep a fist of persoms wio cam be caliled
om to accompanmy tie ciild to mospital if the paremts
cammot be comtacted.

(f) Keep a record of amy pasticulas mealtln problemms
childrem may lave amd amy special mstructions to be
adliered to eitiier mosmaally or im the case of am
emergemncy.

NOTTE: Appendix B gives a proforma medical questiommaire to
be completed by tine paremts ox guasdiam.

(g) Keep the emtramce to the playgroumd clear at afll
timmes.

6 STRUCTURSGS. Wihen the erectiom of farger or

semi-permanemt structuses is beimg plammed, xefer for

guidamce to tihie comstructiom requirememts specified im

AS 2555—1982

AS 1924, Paxt 2, amd to tihe recomumendatioms relatimg to
flayout amd susfacimg givem im AS 2155.

e positiomimg of structures may be used effectively as
a meams of comtrollimg the flow of childrem im the
advemture playgroumd. Tihe imter-relatiomship of tine
activity amd movememt gemerated by the differemt
structuses must tiesefose be comsidered. For example, it
may be possiblle to use somae structuses as subtle bassiers
to stop thie flow of childsem across the pathis of flyimg
foxes, swimgs amd slides.

It is wrecogmized that few stamdards applyimg to
mamufactured equipmemt cam be applied to structuses
built by childrem withh the aid of playgroumd staff;
nevertheless iseep copies of AS 1924, Pasts i and 2, and
AS 2155 om tie playgroumnd for referemce, and follow
thiese proceduses:

(a) Materials.

(i) Cinects all wood to emsuse that it is sound amd
suitablie for tie puspose for wimicln it is to be
used.

(i) Cinecls woodem structures regullasly for amy
evidemce of rot, splittimg ox splimtesimg.

(iif) Never accept asbestos sieetimg (£fibro) because
of tine teaftin sisi.

(iv) Comsider the protectiom of timber winichn wall
be below groumd for a comsiderable period.
Refer to Clause 2.15 of Past i of AS 1924 for
imformatiom im this regard.

(b) Securing beams.

(i) Secure beams im permamemt structures amd
beams wiiicin ase subject to stress, e.g. csoss
beam of a swimg, witl bolts amd coumtersimla
to elimimate imjuxy sisi.

(it) Use galvamized or sheradized maills amd chiecla
tihema regulasty to emsure that they do mot wosls
tiheir way out.

(i) Malke jumctioms withh two flat susfaces or
flastied over mails or bolts for extra stremgtin.

(iv) Lash jumctioms subject to a lot of straim.

(v) Use woodem bloclss attachied to uprigfhts to
faciliitate positiomimg amd fixing of cross beams
dusimg erectiom, by usimg tinem botin to suppost
tihe cross beam as it is beimg raised amd as a
fladder winem fiximg tile beam im positiom.

(vi) Attacln cross maembess diagomally froma tie
uprighits to tie cross beam for extra stremgtin.

(c) Platforms and hand/guardrails, climbing frames and
towers.

(i) Build m accordamce withh tihe preceding
imstructions. Refer also to Clauses 2.3 and 2.4
of AS 1924, Paxt 2, amd folllow as closely as
possible tiie desigm specificatiom for access
coverimg, ramps, stairways, step amd sumg
fadders, Mamdrails amd guardrails, platfosmas
amd lamdimgs.

(i) Comsider desigmimg access, winetiiex by
climbimg frames or by stairs or ladder, to be
maturaily sellective, pasticutasly to suci things
as rope bridges amd flyimg foxes, by spacimg
lower sumgs or steps to maalse tine imitiall climb
difficulit or impossible for cinildrem for winoma
tine structure was mot imtemded.

COPYRIGHT

Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: AS 2555-1982 scan


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-2555-1982-scan
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/as-2555-1982-scan

