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Review of Australian Standards. To keep abreast of progress inindustry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia,
are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 82108.
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PREFACE

This standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Community Noise.

As road traffic noise is the chief community noise source at the majority of urban
sites, it is necessary to standardize methods for measurement of this noise and for the
collection of associated data.

At the time of preparation of this standard, a number of descriptors of traffic noise are
in use throughout the world. One of these is the descriptor L, (18 hours) which is used
in the United Kingdom and has been widely used in Australia. For details of a
measurement and prediction method, see Calculation of Road Traffic Noise,
Department of Environment, Welsh Office, HMSO, London, July, 1975. The
International Organization for Standardization Technical Committee (ISO/TC 43),
however, recommends the use of the descriptor L,.,. Both the above descriptors are
used in this draft standard. It is recommended that further consideration be given to
the use in Australia of the descriptor L., as additional experience is gained. Thus,
wherever possible it is recommended that L, ,; be measured together with any other
traffic noise descriptor.

Prior knowledge of acoustics is required in order to use this standard.
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