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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee CH/21 , Essential Oils. It was
approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 30 July 1 999 and
published on 5 September 1 999.

The following interests are represented on Committee CH/21 :

Australian Association of Certification Bodies

Australian Society of Cosmetic Chemists

Australian Society of Perfumers and Flavourists

Cosmetic Toiletry Fragrance Association of Australia

Essential Oil Producers Association of Australia

Flavour and Fragrance Association of Australia and New Zealand

N.S.W. Agriculture

The Royal Australian Chemical Institute

University of New South Wales

University of Tasmania

University of Western Sydney

Review ofAustralian Standards. To keep abreast ofprogress in industry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.
Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office ofStandards Australia,
are welcomed. Notification ofany inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 99051 .
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA 
 

RECONFIRMATION  

OF 

 AS  2781—1999 ?

Essential  oils—Oil of lemon 
 

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE 

Technical Committee CH-021  has  reviewed the content of this  publication and in 

accordance with Standards  Australia procedures  for reconfirmation,  it has  been determined 

that the publication is  still  valid and does  not require change.  

Certain documents  referenced in the publication may have been amended since the original 

date of publication.  Users  are advised to  ensure that they are using the latest versions  of 

such documents  as  appropriate,  unless  advised otherwise in this  Reconfirmation Notice.  

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards  Australia procedures  for 

reconfirmation on 29  August 201 3 .  
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NSW Department of Trade and Investment,  Regional Infrastructure and Services  

Royal  Australian Chemical  Institute 

Southern Cross  University 

University  of New South Wales  

University  of Tasmania  
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AS 2781 —1999 2

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CH/21 , Essential Oils

to supersede AS 2781 —1985. It was particularly noted that due to the kind of soil and

climate found in Australia, the lemon oil of locally grown fruit does not meet the

requirements of the British Pharmacopoeia with respect to aldehyde content, but it is felt

that the BP value is probably based more on tradition and the growing conditions peculiar

to Europe rather than having real practical value.

Although originally based on ISO 855: 1 981 , Oil of lemon, Italy, obtained by expression,

this Standard is not similar in its specification to that Standard. The objective of this

Standard is to provide properties and range of values appropriate to oil of Australian-

grown lemons, obtained by cold expression from the peel of such lemon fruit. It also

gives specifications for flashpoint.

The aldehyde content determination detailed in Appendix B is derived from the AOAC

method and is considered to be the simplest and most precise means of assessing the true

aldehyde content. Several variations on this method have been examined and were

rej ected as unsuitable as they were found to actually give a total carbonyl value (including

ketones) rather than simply the aldehyde content.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘ informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral

part of a Standard, whereas an ‘ informative’ appendix is only for information and

guidance.
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