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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee HE-024, Personal Medical 
Information Devices. It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards 
Australia on 25 February 2003 and published on 29 April 2003. 

 

The following are represented on Committee HE-024: 

Australian College for Emergency Medicine 

Consumers’ Federation of Australia 

Health Information Management Association of Australia 

South Australian Health Commission 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards 
Australia web site at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard 
in the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Australian Standard, has a full listing of 
revisions and amendments published each month. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.com.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW 
2001. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 02423.
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee HE-024, Personal Medical 

Information Devices, to supersede AS 2811—1985. 

The objective of this Standard is to specify requirements for the type and amount of 

personal medical information contained in the device, or to which it may facilitate access, 

for use in an emergency. 

The Standard provides for a number of choices of systems. The Committee has been 

conscious of these existing systems and has attempted to provide the flexibility for each to 

comply with the Standard, which is primarily concerned with patient safety. Systems are 

preferred in which the issuing organization maintains a central information registry to 

supplement information on or in the device. If the issuing organization does not maintain a 

central registry, the facility should be available to augment information on or in the device 

from other sources. The Committee considered that both the authenticity and availability of 

medical data in a central registry system can be superior to those in a system without a 

back-up register. 

The matter of authentication, i.e. the endorsement by a medical practitioner of the validity 

of medical information concerning patients, remains non-compulsory. However, 

endorsement of clinical data by a medical practitioner would enhance the protective 

properties of portable medical information devices, and is strongly recommended. 

Any method of distribution by which medical authentication can reasonably be assumed, 

will meet the requirements of this Standard. 

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard. 
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