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Preface

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee CE-001, Parking Facilities, to supersede 
AS 2890.5—1993.

The objective of this Standard is to set out minimum requirements and recommendations for the 
provision of on-street parking.

The major changes in this edition are as follows:

(a)	 Replacement of the angle parking figures with a series of simplified tables, supported by more 
detailed information in Appendix A.

(b)	 Inclusion of references to bicycles.

(c)	 Clarification and expansion of criteria relating to traffic speeds and volumes, noting in 
particular the introduction of the 50 km/h general urban speed limit.

(d)	 Removal of the safety buffer for angle parking in low speed and low volume streets.

(e)	 Recommendations against on-street parking in some higher speed and higher volume 
environments.

(f)	 More detailed advice on parking for other user groups such as motorcycles, larger vehicles 
and accessible parking.

(g)	 Recommendations on the quantity of accessible parking.

(h)	 Updated figures to reflect these changes.

All parts in the AS(/NZS) 2890 series can be found in the Standards Australia online catalogue.

The terms “normative” and “informative” are used in Standards to define the application of the 
appendices to which they apply. A “normative” appendix is an integral part of a Standard, whereas an 
“informative” appendix is only for information and guidance.
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Introduction

The provision of on-street parking is an integral part of urban transportation planning. In conjunction 
with off-street parking facilities, it seeks to cover all parking needs, especially in commercial and 
business districts. Parking authorities need to develop policies for both on-street and off-street 
parking. A typical policy for high activity business districts would have most of the parking demand 
met by providing off-street parking, ensuring adequate short-term parking is available for shoppers 
and visitors, minimizing long-term parking through pricing and other controls and severely restricting 
parking on arterial and sub-arterial roads.

Conformance with an Australian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

Although it provides minimum requirements, this Standard cannot be taken as a textbook for the design 
of on-street parking. The services of a competent person experienced in designing parking facilities 
should be sought in the application of this document.
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Australian Standard®

Parking facilities
Part 5: On-street parking

Section 1	 Scope and general

1.1 Scope

This Standard sets out requirements for the location, arrangement and dimensions of on-street parking 
facilities. It includes provisions for special classes of vehicles and for people with disabilities, together 
with guidelines for the control of parking.

It normally applies to parking on public roads that provide for through traffic as well as traffic seeking 
access to immediately adjacent development. However, in large off-street car parking areas, high 
volume circulating roadways on which there is some parking may need to be treated in accordance 
with this Standard.

On-street parking for buses is excluded from the scope of this Standard.

1.2 Normative references

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document.

NOTE Documents referenced for informative purposes are listed in the Bibliography.

AS 1428.1, Design for access and mobility, Part 1: General requirements for access — New building work

AS 1742.11, Manual of uniform traffic control devices, Part 11: Parking controls

AS 2890.1, Parking facilities, Part 1: Off-street car parking

AS/NZS 1158, Lighting for roads and public spaces (series)

AS/NZS 2890.1, Parking facilities, Part 1: Off-street car parking

AS/NZS 2890.6, Parking facilities, Part 6: Off-street parking for people with disabilities

Austroads Guide to Traffic Management

Austroads Guide to Road Design

1.3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

1.3.1
bus
large vehicle for the purposes of transporting people and that has seating for more than 12 persons, 
including the driver

1.3.2
cars and light commercial vehicles
vehicles that meet the length and width requirements of the B99 classification defined in AS/NZS 2890.1

1.3.3
competent person
person who has acquired, through education, training, qualification or experience or a combination of 
these, the knowledge and skill enabling that person to perform the task required
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1.3.4
large vehicle
vehicle that is longer or wider than the B99 classification defined in AS/NZS 2890.1

1.3.5
no stopping
requirement that a vehicle may not be stopped or allowed to remain stationary

1.3.6
parking zone
portion of a roadway available for parking, full-time or part-time, and designated by means of parking 
control signs

Note 1 to entry: Refer to AS 1742.11.

1.3.7
road
entire width of a right-of-way between property boundaries, and including footpaths and bicycle paths

1.3.8
roadway
any one part of the width of a road devoted particularly to the use of vehicles, inclusive of shoulders and 
auxiliary lanes

1.3.9
safety buffer
area between the parking space and the adjacent trafficable lane or cycle lane to assist with the safe 
entry and exit from a parked vehicle

Note 1 to entry: The safety buffer is not intended as a designated operating space for bicycles.

1.3.10
shall
indicates that a statement is mandatory

1.3.11
shared area
area provided for access or egress to or from a parked vehicle and which may be shared with any 
other purpose provided that other purpose is not a traffic or bicycle lane and only causes transitory 
obstruction of the area

1.3.12
should
indicates a recommendation
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Section 2	 Parking design principles

2.1 General

This Section identifies environmental factors in the arrangement of parking in consideration of safety, 
preservation of access and the convenience of all road users, as follows:

(a)	 Parking control signs (see Clause 2.2).

(b)	 Provision of adequate end clearances to intersections and driveways (see Clause 2.3).

(c)	 Preservation of safe and convenient pedestrian and cyclist access (see Clause 2.4).

(d)	 Identification of unsafe parking locations (see Clause 2.5).

(e)	 On-street parking hazards and safety measures (see Clause 2.6).

(f)	 Safety measures (see Clause 2.6.2).

(g)	 Provision of street lighting (see Clause 2.7).

2.2 Parking control signs

The usual method of controlling on-street parking is by means of parking control signs. Requirements 
for the use of these signs together with associated pavement markings to prohibit stopping or parking, 
to control parking durations, and to reserve space for special usages or classes of vehicle are specified 
in AS 1742.11.

2.3 End clearances

The required clearances between the end of a parking area and an intersection, laneway, driveway or 
pedestrian crossing, are to be determined by the following:

(a)	 The regulatory “no-stopping” distance at an intersection, as specified in traffic regulations.

(b)	 The provision of additional end clearance to preserve adequate intersection sight distance for 
traffic entering from side streets, laneways or driveways. Typical cases where regulatory end 
distances may be insufficient include —

(i)	 angle parking in the main street;

(ii)	 main street parking on a curve; and

(iii)	 end spaces sometimes occupied by large vehicles.

(c)	 The prohibition of parking for additional distances on the approaches to signallized 
intersections to accommodate queues.

(d)	 The need to provide for left turn lanes at intersections.

(e)	 In addition to restrictions at intersections, the need to prohibit parking for specified distances, 
for example in the vicinity of —

(i)	 children’s crossings, pedestrian crossings and refuges;

(ii)	 bus/tram stops;

(iii)	 railway level crossings;

(iv)	 fire hydrants; and

(v)	 road bridges, except where parking provisions can be made.
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The extent of such prohibitions is given in traffic regulations.

Provision of end clearances is illustrated in Figure 2.1.
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Footpath

Footpath

(a) Angle parking

(b) Paral le l and centre of road parking

Front- in parkingFront- in parking

Reverse- in parkingReverse- in parking

Markings to
guide traf f ic

X

X X

X

X

X

X
Y

Key
X = the regulatory or approved no-stopping distance
Y = the distance required to provide adequate sight distance for entering traffic [see Clause 2.3(b)]

NOTE If Y < X, then X is used.

Figure 2.1 — Typical end clearances
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2.4 Allowances for pedestrians and cyclists

On street parking should consider pedestrian and cyclist amenity and safety. Parking should minimize 
obstructions to pedestrians and cyclists. The following requirements shall be observed:

(a)	 Angle parking, front-in — Provide a minimum 2.0 m of clear width for footpaths and 2.4 m for 
bicycle paths. Wheelstops may be required to control vehicle overhang encroachment.

(b)	 Angle parking, reverse-in — Provide a minimum 2.4 m of clear width for footpaths and bicycle 
paths. Wheelstops may be required to control vehicle overhang encroachment.

NOTE 1 Clear width is clear of any sign posts, power poles, landscaping, street furniture, etc as well 
as any vehicular overhangs.

NOTE 2 The effects of exhaust fumes on people should be considered in the determination of whether 
reverse-in parking is appropriate (e.g. outdoor dining area).

NOTE  3 Front-in parking may create safety hazards when reversing out into traffic flow, 
including cyclists.

Where wheelstops are used they shall be 90 mm to 100 mm in height and at least 2.0 m in length. 
Wheelstops shall provide 30 % luminance contrast to the ground surface to facilitate visibility by 
people with vision impairment. The distance from wheelstop to kerb shall be 0.6 m for front-in parking 
and 0.9 m for reverse-in parking (see Figure 2.2). Wheelstops shall be installed at right angles to the 
direction of parking. The use of wheelstops in locations where they may be a hazard to pedestrians or 
cyclists, should be avoided wherever practicable.

NOTE 4 See AS 1428.1 for luminance contrast test methods.

Face of kerb Face of kerb

2.0 m
min

2.0 m
min

0.6 m 0.9 m

(a) Front- in parking (b) Reverse- in parking

Figure 2.2 — Parking wheelstop location

Where parking is permitted adjacent to a median or separator, a clear and level footpath with a width of 
at least 1200 mm should be provided along the median or separator between two lines of parked cars, 
or between a line of parked cars and the far side of the median or separator (see Figure 2.3).
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