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AS 3558.6—1999

COPYRIGHT

1

Australian Standard
TM

Methods of testing plastics and composite
materials sanitary plumbing fixtures

Method 6:  Visual examination of surface finish
for defects

1   SCOPE

This Standard sets out a method for determining the surface texture of plastics sanitary
plumbing fixtures by application of water soluble ink or dye to the surface.

2   REFERENCED DOCUMENT

The following document is referred to in this Standard:

AS
1680 Interior lighting
1680.1 Part 1: General principles and recommendations

3   PRINCIPLE

Water soluble ink or dye of colour contrasting with the colour of the fixture is applied and
washed off, and a visual inspection is made for defects.

4   APPARATUS

The following apparatus is required:

(a) Water soluble ink or dye of colour contrasting with the colour of the fixture.

(b) Fresh water.

(c) Drying cloths.

(d) Household detergent.

5   PROCEDURE

The procedure shall be as follows:

(a) Thoroughly degrease the surface of the fixture using household detergent.

(b) Apply water soluble ink or dye of contrasting colour to the entire area to be inspected.

(c) Within 30 min rinse with fresh water and wipe dry.

(d) Inspect the surface of the fixture.
NOTES:

1 The ink or dye will penetrate the plastics and emphasize any surface defects.

2 Recommendations for lighting are provided in AS 1680.1 including guidance on the special
types of lighting which may be of assistance for certain inspection tasks.
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