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Preface

This Standard was prepared by the Australian Members of Joint Standards Australia/Standards New 
Zealand Committee CH-025, Bitumen and Related Products (for Roadmaking) to supersede AS 3568—
1999, Oils for reducing the viscosity of residual bitumen for pavements.

The objective of this Standard is to specify the properties of hydrocarbon oils used to reduce the viscosity 
of bitumen and polymer modified binders (PMBs) when they are used in pavement construction.

This revision of the Standard was undertaken based on research conducted in Austroads Project 
No. APT2063, Key properties of cutters for optimal sprayed seal performance, the outcomes of which are 
published in Austroads Report No. AP-T344-19.

The major changes in this edition are as follows:

(a)	 Requirements for the properties of cutter oil and high flash point cutter have been revised 
to include test properties relating to the performance of the oils in pavement construction. 
Requirements for aniline point, aromatic content, fluidity and water content have been 
removed and methods used to determine flash point and density at 15 °C have been updated 
so as to be consistent with the Australian Code for the Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road 
and Rail and also with laboratory practice.

(b)	 An option to use certified Jet A-1 aviation fuel as cutter oil has been added.

(c)	 Requirements for flux oil have been removed as they have been replaced by those of diesel 
which are covered by laws in Australia and New Zealand.

(d)	 References to heavy flux oil have been removed as this material is no longer used in pavement 
construction.
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