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PREFACE

This S tandard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Hospital Textiles and Textile
Products as a result of requests from the health and laundry sectors of the community. Agreement has
been reached as to the best materials , shapes and sizes and colour of the linen.

This S tandard specifies requirements for a number of general ward items that are used in health care
facil ities and institutions.

The fabrics specified for the manufacture of the ward items are as specified in AS 2892, Textiles for
hospitals and institutions—Fabric specifications . This Standard is based on appropriate specifications
for ward linen currently being used by Australian State Health Authorities.

This S tandard is the first part of a series of Standards for health care facilities and institutions. The
other parts in this series are as follows:

Part 2: Textiles for health care facilities and institutions—Theatre linen and pre-packs (published as
AS 3789.2—1991).

Part 3 : Textiles for health care facilities and institutions—Apparel for operating theatre staff (in
course of preparation).

Part 4: Textiles for health care facilities and institutions—General ward apparel (in course of
preparation).
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Austral ian Standard

Texti les for health care faci l it ies and institu t ions

Part 1 : General ward l i nen

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE This S tandard specifies requirements for the following general ward linen for healthcare
facil ities and institutional uses: flat sheets , draw sheets , break bed sheets, pil low cases, towels,
nappies, feeders , laundry bags, and kitchen aprons. Specification details showing finished dimensions,
materials and manufacturing requirements are listed for each of the individual items contained in the
Standard.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS
2001 Methods of test for texti les
2001 .2.20 Methods 2.20: Physical test—Determination of seam breaking force

2892 Textiles for hospitals and insti tutions—Fabric specifications

291 9 Industrial clothing

1.3 DESIGNATION For the purposes of this Standard fabrics are designated in accordance with
AS 2892.

1.4 MARKING New general ward linen supplied in compliance with the requirements of Section 2
of this S tandard shall be clearly marked with the following information:

(a) Fabric identification code as provided in AS 2892.

NOTE: Manufacturers making a statement of compliance with this Australian Standard on a product, or on packaging or
promotional materi al related to that product, are advised to ensure that such compli ance is capable of being verified.

Independent cert ification is available from Standards Australia under the StandardsMark Product Certi fi cati on Scheme. The
StandardsMark, shown below, is a (regis tered) cert ification trade mark owned by Standards Australi a and granted under
li cence to manufacturers whose products comply with the requirements of suitable Australi an Standards and who operate
sound quali ty assurance programs to ensure consis tent product quali ty .

Further information on product certi fi cati on and the suitabil ity of this Standard for cert ification is available from Standards
Australi a’ s Quali ty Assurance Services, 1 The Crescent, Homebush, N.S .W. 2140.

COPYRIGHT
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SECTION 2 PRODUCT CHARACTERISTICS AND
REQUIREMENTS FOR GENERAL WARD LINEN

2.1 GENERAL The fabric specifications given in brackets in this Section refer to woven
construction fabrics specified in AS 2892,

2.2 APRONS—KITCHEN

2.2.1. Description Full front protective aprons having a neck loop and two waist webbing ties.

2.2.2 Materials The materials shall be as follows:

(a) Fabric—polyester/cotton twill 65/35 (see AS 2919) or sheeting loomstate (C9) .

(b) Sewing thread—core spun, or spun, polyester with approximate linear density of 45 Tex.

(c) Webbing—polyester, 1 .5 cm wide.

2.2.3. Finished dimensions The finished dimensions shall be as shown in Figure 2.1 to a tolerance
of ± 2% with a minimum of ± 1 cm.

DIMENSIONS I N CENTIMETRES

FIGURE 2.1 APRONS—DIMENS IONS

2.2.4 Manufacture The cut ends of the apron shall be finished with a hem 1 .5 cm wide so that no
cut edges are exposed.

The webbing shall be securely attached and the loose ends shall be cut at 45° angle, heat sealed or
hemmed.

The sewing shall be of even tension; lockstitch only shall be used, and the number of stiches shall not
be less than four per centimetre. The start and finish of the hems shall be backstitched.

2.3 BREAK BED SHEETS

2.3.1 Materials The materials shall be as follows:

(a) Fabric—sheeting 100% cotton (C8) or sheeting 50/50 polyester cotton (Pe/C3) .

NOTE: Purchasers should be aware that, due to the envelope constructi on of the break bed sheet, laundry processing wil l
take longer and may attract additi onal costs .

(b) Sewing thread—bright orange, core spun, or spun, polyester with approximate linear density of
45 Tex.
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