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AS 3954.1—1991 2

PREFACE

This S tandard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Mobility Appliances for People with
Disabili ties following a request by the New South Wales Association of Occupational Therapists for an
Australian S tandard for the design, installation and maintenance of adaptive control systems for motor
vehicles. This Association expressed concern that there was currently no regulation of such adaptations
in motor vehicles and no document giving guidelines on minimum requirements for the safety and quality
of adaptive motor vehicle controls .

The Committee decided to publish a Standard in two parts — this S tandard covering general design,
construction and installation requirements for a wide range of adaptive motor vehicle controls, including
hand controls, and Part 2, Hand controls —Product requirements, specifically for hand controls as a
product available for installation in a vehicle. Whereas this Standard specifies performance tests to be
carried out on driving controls that have been installed in a vehicle, Part 2 specifies performance tests for
hand controls mounted in a test rig.

Minimum requirements have been set that are based on performance criteria, with design requirements
limited to aspects concerning safety, and compliance with the requirements set down in Australian Design
Rules for Motor Vehicles and Trailers .

Recognition has been given to possible disadvantages to people with disabili ties which could occur through
setting down design requirements with which some special adaptations, related to a driver’ s particular
disabili ty, could not comply. The S tandard has identified areas where these conditions may apply. Relevant
clauses in the Standard give the inspecting authority jurisdiction where the driving control for a person
with a particular disabili ty is the only means by which that person can operate the motor vehicle.
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3 AS 3954.1—1991

FOREWORD

Driving a motor vehicle is a maj or step towards independence for people with disabil ities. Without this ,
the opportunities for achieving a full and independent life are limited, along with the freedom of choice
that such a level of independence gives .

Overall, in the past, low priority has been given to ensuring the quality and safety of products and services
available to meet the mobility needs of disabled people.

Users of mobility appliances need the assurance that the product they choose will be reliable, will meet
a satisfactory level of performance and wil l be able to be effectively serviced and maintained. This is
particularly so because of the level of dependency on these products by the consumer, and the added
difficulties often encountered by people with disabili ties in gaining access to maintenance and repair
services.

This S tandard fulfils the need for a set of minimum requirements for the general installation of adaptive
motor vehicle control systems. In cases where custom-built systems cannot meet all of the requirements
relating to alterations to the vehicle, it is recommended that expert assis tance be sought to ensure that
vehicle safety standards are maintained and that the quality of materials is not compromised.
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