AS 4031/Amdt 1/1996-08-05

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Amendment No. 1
- to
AS 4031 —1992

Non-reusable containers for the collection of
sharp medical items used in health care areas

REVISED TEXT

The 1992 edition of AS 4031 is amended as follows; the amendment(s) should be inserted in the appropriate
place.

SUMMARY: This Amendment applies to the Preface, Clauses 4, 6.3, and 8(b), Appendices B and D.
Published on 5 Angust 1996.

AMDT
M Page 2 Preface

f;‘,’;g' Delete the existing last paragraph and substitute the following new paragraph:

‘Reusable containers are not dealt with in this Standard, nor are ‘personal use’ (i.e. a
container holding the equivalent of ten 1 mL syringes) non-reusable ‘sharps’ containers
issued in needle exchange programs. However, such containers should at least meet the
requirements for impact resistance and resistance to penetration in this Standard.’

AMDT  Page 2 Contents
No. 1

o Add the following Appendix:

‘D METHOD FOR DETERMINING TOPPLING RESISTANCE’

AMDT
aMD Page 3 Clause 4

od- Add the following Note:

‘NOTE: For non-metallic containers, heavy metals and halogenated materials should not be used.”

gl“fll;T Page 3 Clause 6.3

A2 Add the following new Clause:

‘6.3 Stability The container shall be constructed in a manner that will render it stable
when pushed or pulled and, when tested in accordance with Appendix D, it shall not fall
over.

NOTE: This requirement does not apply to containers intended to be carried on the person.’

Qzﬁf‘l‘ Page 4 Clause 8(b)
foee” Delete the words ‘cytotoxic and radioactive symbols’ in Item (b) and insert the

following:

‘radioactive anpd any existing or recognized cytotoxic symbols.’

ﬁgII?T Page 6 Appendix B, Paragraph B5(b)

fglég" After the word ‘walls’, add the words *, seams or joins (in a two-part container)’ .
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AMDT  Page 8 Appendix D

fo¢ Add the following new Appendix:

‘APPENDIX D
METHOD FOR DETERMINING TOPPLING RESISTANCE

{Normative)

D1 SCOPE This Appendix sets out the method for determining the toppling
resistance of a container.

D2 PRINCIPLE A filled container is placed on a plane having a non-slip surface
which is inclined at 15° to the horizontal, and observed as to whether it remains standing
or topples.

D3 APPARATUS A plane, either preset at an angle of 15 +1° to the horizontal or
capable of being raised to, and maintained at that angle, is required. The plane shall have
a surface such, that when it is inclined, the container does not slide on it. Covering the
plane with Grade ‘O‘ sand or emery paper has been found to achieve the necessary
degree of roughness. Figure D1 illustrates a typical test set-up.

D4 SAMPLE One representative container shall be tested.

D5 PROCEDURE The procedure shall be as follows:

(a) Fill the container to its nominal capacity with the sharp items it is designed to
contain or with a substance of similar bulk density and seal it in the designed
manner.

(b) Carefully place the container on the plane, so that its short axis is parallel to the
line of tilt (see Figure D1). If a variable-angle plane is used, it shall be in a
horizontal attitude when the container is placed on it, and the angle of inclination
shall then be increased at a rate not exceeding 1°/s.

{(c) Note whether the container remains standing or topples.

D6 REPORT The report shall include the following information:

(a) Full details of the container tested.

(b) A statement as to whether the container remained standing or toppled.
(c) A reference to this test method, i.e. AS 4031, Appendix D.
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