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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee TX/4, Ropes and Cordge. It was
approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 9 August 1993 and
published on 22 November 1993.

The following interests are represented on Committee TX/4:
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Australian Chamber of Manufactures
Australian Lightweight Vertical Rescue Instructors
Australian Maritime Safety Authority
Department of Defence
Emergency Management Australia
New South Wales Fire Brigades
Police Department, N.S.W.

South Australian State Emergency Service
State Emergency Services, N.S.W.

Textile Clothing and Footwear Council of Australia

Review of Australian Standards. To keep abreast of progress inindustry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia,
are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 90140.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Ropes and Cordage
to specify ropes which meet the requirements of rescue and emergency services in
Australia. In the preparation of this Standard the following documents were consulted:

ANSI/NFPA 1983-1985 Fire services life safety rope, harnesses and hardware
“UIAA Label Standards (1990)

This Standard is part of a series of Standards on fibre ropes. Particular attention is drawn
to—

(1) AS 4142.1 Fibre ropes, Part 1: Care and safe usage; and
(i1) AS 4143, Methods of test for fibre ropes

The Committee considered inclusion of a requirement for the resistance of rope to
abrasion. However, a suitable test method was not available. The basic procedure for
such a test had been established but specification of the abrasive surface, in sufficient
detail for its consistent reproduction, proved to be a problem. The Committee intends to
add a performance requirement for the resistance of rope to abrasion as soon as the
appropriate test method has been finalized. To solicit assistance with the finalization of
the test method, the procedure has been published as AS 4143.6(Int), Methods of test for
fibre ropes, Method 6: Resistance to abrasion.

* International Union of Alpinist Associations
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Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
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exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.
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