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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee ME/2, Gas Cylinders. It was
approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 31 July 1999 and
published on 5 September 1999.

The following interests are represented on Committee ME/2:

A.C.T. WorkCover

Airconditioning and Refrigeration Wholesalers Association

Australian Association of Certification Bodies

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Australian Gas Association

Australian Institute of Pressure Equipment Engineers

Australian Liquefied Petroleum Gas Association

Boiler and Pressure Vessel Manufacturers Association of Australia

Department for Administration and Information Services, S.A.

Department of Defence, Australia

Department of Mines and Energy, Qld

Department of Training and Industrial Relations, Qld

Fire Protection Association of Australia

Institute of Metals and Materials Australasia

Institution of Engineers Australia

Victorian WorkCover Authority

Welding Technology Institute of Australia

Work Health Authority, N.T.

WorkCover New South Wales

Review of Australian Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.
Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia,
are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 98538.
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AS 4603—1999 (Reconfirmed) 2016-08-26 

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA 
 

RECONFIRMATION  

OF 
AS 4603—1999 

Flashback arresters—Safety devices for use with fuel gases and oxygen or 
compressed air 

 

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE 

Technical Committee ME-002 has reviewed the content of this publication and in 
accordance with Standards Australia procedures for reconfirmation, it has been 
determined that the publication is still valid and does not require change. 

Certain documents referenced in the publication may have been amended since the 
original date of publication. Users are advised to ensure that they are using the latest 
versions of such documents as appropriate, unless advised otherwise in this 
Reconfirmation Notice. 

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards Australia procedures for 
reconfirmation on 21 July 2016. 

The following are represented on Technical Committee ME-002: 

Australasian Fire and Emergency Service Authorities Council 
Australia New Zealand Industrial Gas Association 
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Engineers Australia 
Environmental Protection Authority New Zealand 
Fire Protection Association Australia 
Gas Energy Australia 
Gas Technical Regulators Committee 
International Accreditation New Zealand 
National Association of Testing Authorities Australia 
SafeWork NSW 
The Australian Gas Association 
Welding Technology Institute of Australia 
Worksafe New Zealand 
WorkSafe Victoria 
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AS 4603 — 1999 2

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/New Zealand Standards
Committee ME/2, Gas Cylinders.

By consensus, the Committee agreed that the Standard be an Australian Standard.

In the preparation of this draft reference has been made to BS EN 730 :1995, Gas welding
equipment—Equipment used in gas welding, cutting and allied processes, safety devices
for fuel gas and oxygen or compressed air—General specifications, requirements and
tests.

A flashback arrester is a safety device designed to stop a flashback and is for use on
equipment where fuel gas and oxygen/compressed air are being used in combination.

The testing of flashback arresters in use is also covered in this Standard. It is important
for the manufacturer, testing facilities and the user of the safety devices to appreciate that
the devices are only effective for their designed purpose if they continue to perform
within their design specifications. Flashback arresters that operate outside these
parameters can in fact be the cause of problems and it is imperative that testing be carried
out on the specified basis.
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Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
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Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.
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