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This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee FT-035, Food Microbiology. It was 

approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 9 December 2014. 

This Standard was published on 3 February 2015. 

 

The following are represented on Committee FT-035: 

 

• ACT Health 

• Australian Food and Grocery Council 

• Australian Institute of Food Science and Technology 

• Australian Society for Microbiology  

• CSIRO 

• Dairy Industry Association of Australia 

• Department of Agriculture (Australian Government) 

• Department of Health, Vic. 

• Department of Health, WA 

• Food Technology Association of Australia 

• Meat and Livestock Australia 

• National Association of Testing Authorities Australia 

• National Measurement Institute 

• Queensland Health Forensic and Scientific Services 

• University of Melbourne 
 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS 4659.3:2014. 

 

Standards Australia wishes to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals that 

contributed to the development of this Standard through their representation on the 

Committee and through the public comment period. 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 

are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 

 

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 

using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 

published since the Standard was published. 

 

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 

be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 

 

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 

notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 

mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee FT-035, Food 

Microbiology, to supersede AS/NZS 4659.3:1999, incorporating Amendment No. 1 

(February 2002).  

After consulting with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards 

New Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an 

Australian/New Zealand Standard.  

The objectives of this revision are— 

(a) to provide guidance on determining the equivalence of microbiological test methods; 

(b) to explain how to determine whether an alternate method for confirmation tests using 

a pure culture, will yield a result equivalent to an Australian Standard method; 

(c) to update the references; and 

(d) to incorporate minor technical variations to emphasize the scope and limitations of 

the Standard. 

This Standard is one of a series of guides covering determination of the equivalence of food 

microbiology test methods. The series now comprises the following: 

AS  

4659 Guide to determining the equivalence of food microbiology test methods 

4659.1 Part 1: Qualitative tests 

4659.2 Part 2: Quantitative tests 

4659.3 Part 3: Confirmation tests 
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