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PREFACE
This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australian/Standards New Zealand
Committee TM-007, Sawn, Milled and Speciality Timber Products, to supersede, in part,
the following Standards, which have been revised and amalgamated:

AS 1489—1973 Sawn boards from radiata pine (metric units)

AS 1492—1973 Flooring milled from radiata pine

AS 1493—1973 Shelving and dressed boards milled from radiata pine

AS 1494—1973 Lining and panelling boards milled from radiata pine

AS 1495—1973 Preservative-treated radiata pine cladding

AS 1496—1973 Preservative-treated radiata pine fascia boards and barge boards

AS 1497—1973 Milled radiata pine for joinery

AS 1498—1973 Mouldings milled from radiata pine

AS 1781—1975 Sawn boards from Australian grown conifers (softwoods) (excluding
radiata pine and cypress pine)

AS 1782—1975 Flooring milled from Australian grown conifers (softwoods)
(excluding radiata pine and cypress pine)

AS 1783—1975 Lining boards milled from Australian grown conifers (softwoods)
(excluding radiata pine and cypress pine)

AS 1784—1975 Preservative-treated cladding (weatherboards and chamferboards)
milled from Australian grown conifers (softwoods) (excluding radiata
pine and cypress pine)

AS 1785—1975 Mouldings milled from Australian grown conifers (softwoods)
(excluding radiata pine and cypress pine)

AS 1786—1975 Joinery timber milled from Australian grown conifers (softwoods)
(excluding radiata pine and cypress pine)

AS 1787—1975 Preservative-treated fascia boards and barge boards milled from
Australian grown conifers (softwoods) (excluding radiata pine and
cypress pine)

AS 2440—1981 Sawn Douglas fir (Oregon) and sawn western hemlock (Canada pine)
(in part)

This Standard was prepared by the Australian members of the Joint Standards
Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee TM-007. After consultation with stakeholders
in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand decided to develop this
Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an Australian/New Zealand Standard.

The objective of this Standard is to provide producers and users with product requirements
for solid softwood timber sawn and milled products and sawn softwood boards intended as
feedstock for such products, intended for use in building. Some of the products specified in
this Standard are required to be structurally adequate for their intended use. This revision
and amalgamation was undertaken to provide uniform Standards for milled softwood
products and feedstock.
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AS 4785.1—20023

This Standard is Part 1 of the AS 4785 series, which consists of the following:

AS
4785 Timber—Softwood—Sawn and milled products
4785.1 Part 1: Product specification (this Standard)
4785.2 Part 2: Grade description
4785.3 Part 3: Timber for furniture components

This Standard covers the requirements for product specification from the above revised
Standards, whereas the grade descriptions are given in AS 4785.2.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Timber—Softwood—Sawn and milled products

Part 1: Product specification

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L

1.1   SCOPE

This Standard specifies product requirements, including tolerances, for tongued and
grooved strip flooring, light decking, lining, dressed boards, joinery, mouldings, cladding,
fascia and bargeboards sawn or milled from softwood.

This Standard also specifies product requirements, including tolerances for sawn boards
intended as feedstock for the above products.

NOTES: 
1 The coverage by this Standard of all softwood species does not imply their availability nor the

availability of every grade in any species or species group (see Clause 1.5).
2 Milled timber for window frames, sashes and sills is specified in AS 2047.
3 Timber products milled from cypress pine are specified in AS 1810.
4 Timber for furniture components is specified in AS 4785.3.
5 For guidance on information to be supplied with enquiries and orders, see Appendix A.
6 This Standard may be used as a basis for a third party product certification scheme.

1.2   APPLICATION

Sawn and milled timber products shall comply with the applicable general requirements and
product requirements given in the appropriate Section or Appendix as follows:

(a) General requirements ................................................................................. Section 2.

(b) Strip flooring ............................................................................................. Section 3.

(c) Light decking............................................................................................. Section 4.

(d) Lining........................................................................................................ Section 5.

(e) Dressed boards, joinery and mouldings ....................................................... Section 6.

(f) Cladding, fascia and bargeboards ............................................................... Section 7.

(g) Sawn boards for feedstock (dressing).......................................................... Section 8.

(h) Limits of machining imperfections and surface finish imperfections ........ Appendix B.

(i) Permissible limits for bow, spring, twist and cup .................................... Appendix C.
NOTE: This Standard should be read in conjunction with AS 4785.2, which provides grade
descriptions appropriate for use when specifying the above products (see Clause 1.5).
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1.3   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS
1604 Specification for preservative treatment
1604.1 Part 1: Sawn and round timber
1684 Residential timber-framed construction
1684.2 Part 2: Non-cyclonic areas
1810 Timber  — Seasoned cypress pine  — Milled products
2047 Windows in buildings—Selection and installation
2688 Timber doors
2689 Timber doorsets
2754 Adhesives for timber and timber products
2754.3 Part 3: Adhesives for non-structural applications
3818 Timber—Heavy structural products—Visually graded
4785 Timber—Softwood—Sawn and milled products
4785.2 Part 2: Grade description
4785.3 Part 3: Timber for furniture components
AS/NZS
1080 Timber—Methods of test
1080.1 Method 1: Moisture content
1148 Timber—Nomenclature—Australian, New Zealand and imported species
1328 Glue laminated structural timber
1328.1 Part 1: Performance requirements and minimum production requirements
1491 Finger jointed structural timber
4491 Timber—Glossary of terms in timber-related Standards
4787 Timber—Assessment of drying quality
ISO
5323 Solid wood parquet and raw parquet blocks—Vocabulary

1.4   DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions given in AS/NZS 4491 and those below
apply. Where the definitions in this Standard differ from those given in AS/NZS 4491, for
the purpose of this Standard, those below apply.

1.4.1   Bargeboard

Sawn or dressed boards that form a decorative capping at each end of a gable roof.
Depending on the roof design and construction requirements, bargeboards can be fixed to
either the side of the flying rafters, the top chord of a truss, or directly to the ends of the
roof outriggers. They are fixed at an angle corresponding to the slope of the roof and, at
their lower ends, are usually fixed to the end of the fascia.

NOTE: See Figure D1, Appendix D.

1.4.2   Board width

For the purpose of grading, the overall finished width of the piece, including any tongue
(see Clause 2.5).

NOTE: See also Figures D2 and D3, Appendix D.
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1.4.3   Cladding

Dressed or sawn boards that form part of the external wall covering, whose function
includes keeping weather out of a structure.

1.4.4   Concealed surface

That part of a surface that is intended to be concealed from view when the product is fixed
into position or is assembled.

1.4.5   Cover width

The actual width that will become the surface when a product is fixed into position (see
Clause 2.5).

NOTE: See also Figures D2 and D3, Appendix D.

1.4.6   Exposed surface

That part of a surface that is intended to be exposed to view when the product is fixed into
position or assembled.

1.4.7   Fascia

Sawn or dressed boards that form part of the decorative perimeter of the roof. They serve a
dual purpose, being decorative in that they can hide as well as support internal spouting
(box guttering) and functional in that they can be used to support external spouting while
still being decorative. They are fixed horizontally to the ends of the rafters or trusses and
serve to both hide the ends of the rafters or trusses and to support the outside edge of the
under-eaves.

NOTE: See Figure D1, Appendix D.

1.4.8   Feedstock

Sawn and partially processed boards intended for further processing into sawn or milled
products.

1.4.9   Heartwood

Wood which in the living tree had ceased to contain living cells and in which the reserve
materials, e.g. starch, had been removed or changed into more durable substance.

1.4.10   Light decking

Dressed, sawn or reeded boards, produced with or without chamfered or rounded arrises,
primarily intended for domestic deck purposes (not to be confused with bridge and wharf
decking).

1.4.11   Lining

Dressed or sawn boards that are intended to form part of the interior wall and ceiling
covering of a structure.

1.4.12   Moulding

A piece of timber machined to a specified profile for use in finishing or decorating.

1.4.13   Overlap

The difference between board width and cover width of weatherboards, chamferboards and
some lining board profiles.

NOTE: See Figure D3, Appendix D.

1.4.14   Pith

The central core of a stem consisting chiefly of parenchyma or soft tissue.
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1.4.15   Strip flooring

Flooring made from machined timber with tongued and grooved joints intended to be
installed over joists or battens or an underlay. Flooring may be end matched.

1.5   GRADES

The grades specified in AS 4785.2 are primarily based on features and desired aesthetic
appearance. The grades of softwood products described in AS 4785.2 are as follows (with
the appropriate abbreviations in parentheses):

(a) For pinus species:

(i) CLEAR GRADE (CL).

(ii) APPEARANCE GRADE (AP).

(iii) SELECT GRADE (SEL).

(iv) STANDARD GRADE (STD).

(v) UTILITY GRADE (UTL).

(b) For other species:

(i) CLEAR GRADE (CL).

(ii) SELECT GRADE (SEL).

(iii) STANDARD GRADE (STD).

(iv) UTILITY GRADE (UTL).

(c) For cypress (Callitris glaucophylla)—the grades are specified in AS 1810.

This Standard does not preclude the use of grades other than those described in AS 4785.2,
provided that it can be shown that these other grades satisfy the performance requirements
for that product. Any such other grade description shall be adequately documented and the
product identified in accordance with Clause 1.6 (see also Clause 1.7).

Other grades may be specified by agreement between purchaser and supplier
(see Clause 1.7). However, adequate strength shall be maintained for flooring and light
decking.

NOTES: 
1 The attention of intending purchasers is drawn to Appendix A for information to be supplied

with enquiries and orders.
2 Some combinations of product, grade and species may not necessarily be available.

Availability should be checked before specifying.

1.6   PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

If the product is branded, labelled, stamped, or otherwise marked to indicate that it
complies with this Standard, the information shall be legible and include the following:

(a) The number of this Standard, i.e. AS 4785.1.

(b) Identification of the manufacturer of the product (optional).

(c) Species or species group (optional).

(d) The product type (e.g. decking, flooring), except where the product, or its application,
is readily identified by the shape or profile.

(e) The grade, e.g. APPEARANCE or STANDARD, or grade other than those described
in AS 4785.2 (see Clauses 1.5 and 1.7 of this Standard (AS 4785.1)).

NOTE: The appropriate abbreviation may be used.
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The grade title, or its abbreviation, of any grade, other than the grades described in
AS 4785.2, shall be such that it will not be confused with one of the titles, or its
abbreviation, of a grade described in AS 4785.2 (see Clause 1.7).

NOTE: Legislation in some States of Australia requires that if timber is marked with any or all of
the items in this Clause, the timber must comply with that marking (see also the Note to
Clause 1.7).

1.7   CLAIM OF COMPLIANCE

In any statement or claim of compliance with this Standard, one of the following shall
apply:

(a) Reference to AS 4785.1 is a claim of compliance with the product requirements of
this Standard but not necessarily any particular grade. However, it is also a claim that
product performance is appropriate for the intended use.

(b) Reference to one of the grades described in AS 4785.2 is a claim of compliance with
both the product requirements as set out in this Standard (AS 4785.1) and the
nominated grade requirements as set out in AS 4785.2.

(c) Reference to AS 4785.1 and a grade, other than the grades described in AS 4785.2, is
a claim of compliance with the product requirements of this Standard (AS 4785.1)
and the requirements of the other grade. However, it is also a claim that product
performance is appropriate for the intended use.

NOTE: Manufacturers making a statement of compliance with this Australian Standard on a
product, packaging, or promotional material related to that product are advised to ensure that such
compliance is capable of being verified.
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