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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee WS-031, Technical 
Procedures for Plumbing and Drainage Products Authorization. It was approved on 
behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 30 May 2006. 
This Standard was published on 23 June 2006. 
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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards Web 
Shop at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line 
catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Global Standard, has a full listing of revisions 
and amendments published each month. 

Australian StandardsTM and other products and services developed by Standards 
Australia are published and distributed under contract by SAI Global, which 
operates the Standards Web Shop. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.org.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee WS-031, Technical Procedures for Plumbing and Drainage Products 

Authorization, and the National Plumbing Regulators Forum to supersede AS 5200.000—

2005, Technical Specification for plumbing and drainage products, Part 000: Procedures 

for certification of plumbing and drainage. 

The objective of this revision is to list new Australian Technical Specifications and 

Standards approved by the NPRF for inclusion in the WaterMark Scheme and to ensure 

compliance of the Australian Technical Specifications with the Plumbing Code of Australia. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide an outline of the WaterMark Certification 

Scheme (WMCS), which is based on a single mark, WaterMark with two levels of 

certification. The WMCS replaced the previous National Certification of Plumbing and 

Drainage Products Scheme (known as the NCPDP Scheme), which incorporated 

StandardsMark, WaterMark and TypeTest Mark. The scheme design conforms to the 

requirements of AS ISO/IEC 17030, Conformity assessment—General requirements for 

third-party marks of conformity. 

The new WaterMark scheme facilitates the certification and authorization of plumbing and 

drainage products in accordance with Part G1 of the Plumbing Code of Australia. 

Schedule 5 lists the specifications that can be used certify products to WaterMark Level 1 

or Level 2. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is for information and guidance only. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Part G1 of the Plumbing Code of Australia sets out objectives, procedures and processes for 

the certification and authorization of plumbing and drainage materials and products so that 

they may be authorized for use in plumbing and drainage installations. 

This Standard supports the certification process by providing a detailed list of specifications 

for plumbing and drainage products nominated in Table A2.1 of the Code. 

This Standard supports the WaterMark Certification Scheme (WMCS) by nominating 

appropriate Standards and, where these Standards do not exist, Australian Technical 

Specifications (ATS) for plumbing and drainage products. 

International Standards 

Internationally recognized Standards or relevant parts thereof may be recognized as a means 

to accelerate the acceptance of products into the WMCS. 

Referenced Standards 

Due to the ever-changing status of referenced Standards, the year of publication of the 

respective Standard is not stated. 

WaterMark 

WaterMark is a registered certification Trademark owned by Standards Australia, the rules 

of which are set out in Rules for the WaterMark Certification Trademarks. 

Product database 

The WaterMark Product Database will be available at WaterMark.standards.org.au.  

Transitional period 

A transitional period will be available, which will enable manufacturers to modify marking, 

certification level or the specification under the revised WMCS. It is anticipated that this 

transitional period will not exceed 5 years from the date of publication of this Standard.  

WaterMark levels 

The WMCS provides for two levels of certification: 

WaterMark Level 1—requires that products comply with a specific Australian or 

International Standard or other suitable published document and are certified under a 

program in accordance with the principles of ISO/IEC Guide 67, Conformity assessment—

Fundamentals of product certification, System 5. 

WaterMark Level 2—requires that products comply with a specific Australian or 

International Standard or other suitable published document and are certified under a 

program in accordance with the principles of ISO/IEC Guide 67, Conformity assessment—

Fundamentals of product certification, System 1b. 
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA 
 

Australian Standard 

Technical specification for plumbing and drainage products 
 

Part 000:  Procedures for certification of plumbing and drainage products 
 

1   SCOPE AND GENERAL 

1.1   Scope 

This Standard nominates Standards and Australian Technical Specifications (ATS) for 

certification of plumbing and drainage products that are generally intended for installation, 

replacement, repair, alteration and maintenance by authorized persons in works described 

the Scope of the Plumbing Code of Australia (PCA). 

NOTE: The PCA refers to ‘materials and products’ throughout the document. For the purposes of 

this Standard, the term ‘products’ includes ‘materials’. 

1.2   Reference documents  

The documents referred to in this Standard are listed in Appendix A. 

2   DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this Standard the definitions in AS/NZS 3500.0, PCA, 

AS/NZS ISO 9000 and those below apply. 

2.1   Approved user 

A person (manufacturer) who entered into an Approved User Agreement with an Approved 

Certifier for use of the WaterMark. 

2.2   Conformity Assessment Body (CAB) 

An organization registered with and approved by JAS-ANZ to conduct assessments leading 

to product certification and contracted with Standards Australia to issue the WaterMark 

licence. 

NOTE: Previously known as Certification Body (CB). 

2.3   Licence (WaterMark) 

A formal document that covers the use of the WaterMark certification mark owned by 

Standards Australia and administered by the NPRF. It is granted to manufacturers whose 

materials or products are manufactured under a Quality Assurance Program endorsed by a 

CAB. 

2.4   Manufacturer’s (or supplier’s) warranty 

A statement by the manufacturer or supplier of a product, which states that the product is 

suitable for use under specified conditions. The conditions may be limits on water pressure, 

water temperature or any other operating circumstance. 

NOTE: The statement must be included with the product when sold. It may be stamped onto the 

product, printed on the packaging, or included as part of the installation instructions. 

2.5   Permitted product 

A product accepted for use by an authority in its area of jurisdiction.  A
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2.6   Plumbing Code of Australia (PCA) 

A set of performance-based technical provisions, for the design, construction, installation, 

replacement, repair, alteration and maintenance of plumbing and drainage installations 

throughout Australia and a set of requirements for the use of materials and products in 

plumbing and drainage installations and processes for the certification and authorization of 

materials and products that require statutory authorization to enable their use in plumbing 

and drainage installations.  

NOTE: The Code is published by the National Plumbing Regulators Forum on behalf of each 

State and Territory Governments. 

2.7   Recognized testing laboratory 

A laboratory that is— 

(a) accredited by the National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) having a scope 

of accreditation covering the testing requirements of the applicable product 

Standard(s);  

(b) accredited by an International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) Mutual 

Recognition Arrangement (MRA) signatory and having a scope of accreditation 

covering the testing requirements of the applicable product Standard(s); or 

(c) recognized by an approved CAB following evaluation of the laboratory’s compliance 

with the requirements of AS ISO/IEC 17025. 

2.8   Specification 

A specification that is approved by the NPRF through WS-031 and WS-014 as applicable to 

the material or product being submitted for certification. A specification may be an 

Australian Standard, a specification listed in AS 5200.000 or a specification prepared by a 

CAB and manufacturer and is in a generic product Standard format, designated an 

Australian Technical Specification (ATS). 

3   MARKING  

All certified products under the WMCS shall be marked with the WaterMark in accordance 

with the PCA, the Rules for the WaterMark Certification Trademarks and as detailed in the 

product specification. 

NOTE: Appendix B provides guidance on the use of the WaterMark on products certified under 

the WMCS. 

4   CERTIFICATION 

4.1   Procedure for WaterMark certification 

The procedure for obtaining a WaterMark certification by a manufacturer is given in 

Table 1. 

4.2   Minimum levels of certification 

The PCA defines two levels of certification for products. Section 5 of this Standard 

nominates the minimum level of certification and the specification for each product. 
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4.3   Unlisted products 

Where products are not listed in the PCA or Section 5 of this Standard and require 

certification (see Note 1), an appropriate specification shall be developed in conjunction 

with a CAB.  

NOTES:  

1 Refer to G1.5.3.1 of the PCA. 

2 Requirements are set out in the PCA. 

3 Guidance on the process is detailed in Appendix C of this Standard. 

4.4   Initial requests 

An initial request for certification shall be forwarded in writing to a CAB, which shall list 

each product, its model and catalogue identification, proposed applications, and methods of 

operation. 

4.5   Renewal  

It is the approved user’s responsibility to renew certification of their product and ensure 

that products are manufactured to comply with all Amendments to the specifications 

referred to in Clause 5 Schedule of specifications—Schedule 5. Modifications shall be 

completed within a period of one year from the date of publication of the specification. This 

period may be extended in exceptional circumstances. 

4.6   Notification  

The CAB will inform the NPRF of any licence suspension or cancellation, which may 

include product recall, within seven (7) days of suspension or cancellation. 

4.7   Procedures 

Requirements for WaterMark certification are given in the Code and detailed procedures are 

available from the CAB. 

4.8   Product with integral components 

Where a product requires certification under the WMCS, integral components, which would 

normally require individual certification, shall comply with relevant specifications for that 

component (see Clause 5).  

NOTE: Integral components do not require separate certification.  

Where a product does not require certification under the WMCS and includes integral 

components that would normally require certification, each individual component shall be 

individually certified. 

4.9   Products outside the WaterMark Scheme 

The products outside the WaterMark Certification Scheme (WMCS) are listed in 

Appendix D. These include products that have been assessed as not requiring WaterMark 

and they are not listed in Schedule 5. 

NOTE: Some authorities, having jurisdiction over plumbing installation, may require products 

listed in Appendix D to be certified. 
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TABLE   1 

PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION OF PLUMBING PRODUCTS 

(A)  SUBMITTED FOR 

WATERMARK (Level 1) 

(B)  SUBMITTED FOR 

WATERMARK (Level 2) 

(C)  SUBMITTED FOR NEW PRODUCT 

AUTHORIZATION (NPA) 

1 Manufacturer or supplier 

reviews products to 

determine if they will 

comply with the relevant 

Standards or specifications 

listed in Section 5. 

(Products not complying 

cannot be certified) 

1 Manufacturer or supplier 

reviews products to determine 

if they will comply with the 

relevant Standards or 

specifications listed in 

Section 5. (Products not 

complying cannot be certified) 

1 Manufacturer or supplier reviews 

products to determine if they are 

covered by Section 5 

2 Manufacturer or supplier 

applies to CAB for the 

WaterMark Certification 

2 Manufacturer or supplier 

applies to CAB for WaterMark 

Certification 

2 

(a) 

Proceed as follows: 

If products covered by this Standard 

follow appropriate process as listed 

in Table 1, A or B 

    (b) If products not covered by this 

Standard, manufacturer or supplier 

applies to CAB for NPA 

3 If CAB receives permission 

from applicant, CAB shall 

consult with, or respond on 

behalf of, authorities if 

considered necessary for 

the progress of the 

application 

3 If an acceptable test report 

from an agreed laboratory is 

not available, CAB will advise 

of suitable laboratories 

3 CAB supplies documents for 

manufacturer/supplier to prepare 

draft Australian Technical 

Specification (ATS). 

Manufacturer/supplier submits 

product list, draft specification, 

drawings/catalogue, QA certificate (if 

available) 

4 Manufacturer submits to 

CAB preliminary 

documentation  

4 Test report will be evaluated 

by the CAB with product 

information to substantiate 

compliance with the Standard 

4 CB reviews documents and submits 

information to SA committee WS-031 

for verification of draft TS and 

WaterMark level of certification 

5 Manufacturer implements 

quality assurance system to 

a quality plan 

5 CAB and the manufacturer/ 

supplier finalize outstanding 

matters related to licensing, 

e.g., marking 

5 WS-031 forwards the draft to  

WS-014 to assess the installation 

requirements. 

6 CAB conducts quality 

assurance system audit 

6 Licence granting WaterMark 

Certification issued by CAB, 

who registers the product on 

the WaterMark Product 

Database 

6 After receipt of information from SA 

WS-031, CAB advises manufacturer 

of status  

7 CAB selects sample(s) of 

the product(s) from the 

manufacturer and provides 

details for type tests 

7 Manufacturer applies the 

WaterMark to the product 

upon granting of the licence 

7 If manufacturer or supplier nominates 

to continue with application, CAB 

then initiates procedures as 

determined by applicable certification 

level 

8 CAB-recognized testing 

laboratory conducts tests to 

assess compliance with 

Australian Standard and 

reports results to CAB and 

manufacturer 

8 Certification reassessed every 

three years to determine if it 

can be reissued or revalidated 

and applied within a 

nominated period of licence 

being issued 

8 WS-031 refers the ATS to the 

appropriate Standards Committee to 

include the requirements for the 

product in an existing Standard or 

convert the ATS into a new Standard 

within 2 years 

9 CAB assesses results of 

type tests 

    

(continued) 
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