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Disclaimers 
1. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Standard: 

a) The Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) disclaims responsibility 
(including where FRDC or any of its officers, employees, agents or contractors has been 
negligent) for any direct or indirect loss, damage, claim, or liability any person may incur 
as a result of any: 

I. reliance on or compliance with this Standard; 
II. inaccuracy or inappropriateness of this Standard; or 

III. inconsistency of this Standard with any law; and 
b) FRDC disclaims responsibility (including where FRDC or any of its officers, employees, 

agents or contractors has been negligent) for ensuring compliance by any person with 
this Standard. 

2. Identification in this Standard does not imply that the referenced species is fit for human 
consumption or for any commercial purpose. 

3. The above disclaimers shall not apply to the extent they are inconsistent with any relevant 
legislation. 
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Introduction 

Need for an Australian Aquatic Plant Names Standard 

Commercial trade in aquatic plants is an important and rapidly emerging industry, and the industry 
has proactively developed a list of standard names for all current commercial, and potentially 
commercial, edible aquatic plant species. 

The development of this Standard shall prevent a plethora of unregulated names for the same 
species eventuating in the marketplace. 

This Standard includes names for both marine and freshwater plants but has initially focused on 
commercial edible marine plants. Further commercial species that fall within the Standard’s 
definition of aquatic plants shall be added in the future as necessary. 

The Fisheries Research and Development Corporation was accredited as a Standards Development 
Organisation (SDO) in 2013 and has continued responsibility for the maintenance and ongoing 
development of standards relevant to its scope of accreditation. 

Description of the Standard 

This Standard defines the standard names to be used in Australia for edible aquatic plants and 
specifies when the standard names are to be used. Annex A of this Standard lists the agreed 
standard names for edible aquatic plants and forms part of the Standard. Plants from salt water and 
freshwater environments are included, irrespective of the country of origin. 

The FRDC has given autonomy to the Aquatic Plant Names Standards Reference Body (SRB) for the 
development and maintenance of the Australian Standard for Aquatic Plant Names, which is 
underpinned by rigorous policies and procedures that have been developed by the FRDC. 

Purpose and Net Benefit of the Standard 

Use of standard names for aquatic plants in Australia, as defined in this Standard, achieves outcomes 
that are consistent with the aims of industry and governments. 

Public health and safety 

• Public health and safety are enhanced because as edible aquatic plants become more 
prevalent, the community should need to have confidence in what they are 
purchasing/consuming, particularly as this is an emerging industry offering new products to 
many Australian consumers. 

• It is possible that specific allergens and/or potential toxins may be present in some aquatic 
plants and correct labelling should allow affected persons to avoid products that pose a risk.  

Social and community impact 

• This is an emerging industry and there is opportunity to create an industry agreed set of 
standard names for aquatic plants in the embryonic stages of the industry’s development. 

• Producers shall have confidence in the names of the species of aquatic plants that have been 
harvested. 

• A more successful marketing strategy can be undertaken because of the industry agreed 
plant names. 

• Stakeholders have expressed widespread support for the Standard. 

• All state jurisdictions either reported growth in the sector or growing interest in macroalgae 
farming. 

Environmental impact 

• Use of the agreed standard names for aquatic plants allows for improved management of 
the aquatic resource. 
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